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EDITORIAL

Hi Folks - 'Tis me again most likely
dropped unceremoniously on your
doormat! Chances are that somcone
has inadvertently (or even deliber-
alely) walked all over the newsletier
in their muddy shoes or wellies, it
may ¢ven be covered in dog paw
marks - or even worsc! Perhaps (he
bairn or the puppy has been at it and
half chewed it. You may have a clean
pristine copy delivered by post in 2
brown envelope or perhaps you're
reading this in glorious colour on (he
Internct,

Some local readers do I know, read
my nwlterings whilst in ihe smallest
roont — others sit in their cosy homes
with a cuppa and a tab or biscuil and I
evenl know of one village lady who
takes a glass of wine inlo the bath-
room and speads an hour with me
whilst soaking herself! With a nation-
wide, naye - a worfd-wide readership,
Fm sure the Haydon News is also be-
ing read in more exolic situations
than those I've just described. So
brown, black and white or coloured,
rich or poor wherever you are and
whatever you're doing I 'do hope you
enjoy reading this September issue of
the Haydon News - a story of real
country folk in the beautiful South
Tyne Valley up here in Northunmber-
land, England.

Many rnunours are passing round fhe
village aboul my personal plans now
(hat 1 have my house up for sale, Lot
e scotch these now by saying that al
the present time it is not our intention
1o move froin the arei when we scil.

From the feedback 1 reccive the news-
leller is cerlainly gaining popularity,
however it can only continue fo do so
by providing you the readers with
content worth reading — lis is where
You as an individual can help. 1f you
have any local storics, incidenls,
themes, ideas, photographs, cartoous
¢ic. cle. please conlact me vig (he ad-
dress given on page 2 - 1 ain more
than willing 1o pop down lo and sce
you to discuss — if you’re in Northuin-
berfand or Tyne and Wear. If you're
further aficld in onc of (hese exofic
places just serd me an air tickeil
Pleasc remember that exiled Huydoni-
ans and their descendants really love
gossip and tales from their “roots’.

One thing 1 do every week is to have a
look around on the Internct 1o sce if
there is anything new mentioned

about Haydon Bridge, they call this
activity of looking around for infor-
mation Surfing the Ner'. Last week
whilst surfing T came across a page
devoted to lisling the thousands of
speed-lraps in various countries. Qur
own cntry reads:

AGY Haydon Bridge, Northumberland:
Approxinnlely 300 yurds in (o Haydon
Bridge when travelling west you will see
& speed vamera on the opposite side of (e
roud, This is aimed at motoris(s heading
east. When heading east it is impossible
1o see the comera, as it is well hidden be-
hind a sign. This is the most vandalised
speed camera in the UK Speed Limit=
30mph

Copyright @ 1998, The Spaedirag Registry Ine.
littpfwww. spoedisap.com/index.htnd

The new Spa Well scal was “openicd’
on Sunday 30th August when Mary
McVay unveiled the plaque com-
memorating her late husband Ray-
mond. Spuce does not allow e to tell
you about an cerie incident that hap-
pened just afier the scat had been
built - perhaps next month,

We were all saddened at the sudden
death on Monday 24th August of Bill
Tail who has been a regular contriby-
lor o the Haydon News and it’s
predecessors over the last three dec-
ades. Bill wrote under the pscudo-
nyms of Owld Tawny and Jerry At~
tric — he was also the creator of the
Sid & Jean cartoons.

Of course Bill's reputation both as a
naturalist  and competent artist was
known throughout the County and be-
yond and who hasn’t walched Bill’s
appearances on many couttryside TV
programs,

A few wecks before his death he re-
corded another programme which |
understand will be shown in (he
Autuma - possibly Qctober.

Although 1 spoke to Bill frequently
for a number of years 1 didn’t know
him very well until he turned up one
day al High Brindles in early 1995
shortly after I had became the Editor
of the Haydon News.

When [ answered the door he greeied
me with the words “Hello Aitch I've
Just popped up 1o et you know how

¥

CROSSWORD
A magnificent 19 correct cntrics for the
July crossword were received , afier 6
competitions the points standing is:

D. Bell (6),

C. Garduer (6),
M. Mitchell (6),
B&R Shout (6),
P. Tomlinson (6),
A, Phillips (3),
E. Rumney (5),
R. Armstrong (4),
N. Gillol (3),
M. Hindle (2),
M. Porter (2),

P. Carruthers(1),
B. Tulip (1).

D. Corbett (6),
W. Howard (6),
A.M, Scolt {6),
D. Tellord (6),
S. Stephenson (6),
M. Robson (5),
J. Tucker (3),
M. Moore (3),
J.Brown (2).

P. Irving (2),
A, Smith (1),
M. Nagel (1),

The July winners drawn out of the hat
were:
D. Bell & N. Gilholm

Please encourage your friends 1o par-
ticipate by returning their completed
crosswords - I know many who com-
plete it and don’( bother to send if in.
Please send in ihis month’s éntry before
date shown on page 2.

Thauks - Mitch

much I like the new st vle Haydon News
amd I've brought up a few of my Owl
Taweny articles to let you see if they're
good enough for inctusion,”

[ invited him in and over 2 cup of {ca
we had a chat for a couple of hours or
so - a fascinaling man lo listen {o.
Since then he was a regular visitor to
High Brindles. His first article under
my editorship was in May 1995 wlien
he spoke of the men in black velvet
suits — a1 tale of moles.

Bill more than anyone knew the impor-
lance ol wriling things down for future
generations of Haydonians, “MWrite
about things as they ave Miich and not
whai others would have yout write,” he
said. Anyone reading back issucs of (he
newsletter will see thai the master prac-'
tised what he preached.

Most cstablishments around the village
lave photographs or paintings pro-
duced by Bill Tait hanging on (heir
walls — we will certainly not forget him,

He certainly made his mark on me.

Bye lor now
Mitch
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PARISH COUNCIL PICKINGS
Thursday July 22nd 1998

Ten of the cleven councillors turned up for what was the

shoriest Parish Council meeting 1 have been 1o.

In the publie session your reporter, acting on behalf of
The Friends of Haydon Bridge, informed the council that
the stone scat at the Spa Well had now been buili, Ar-
rangements were made to formaily open the seat al noon

on Sunday 30th August.

Some complainis had been received about the fow hang-
ing trees in Chureh Street ~ our Tynedale represcntative

will cheek who’s responsibility the lopping of these is.

The small mosaic made by the pupils of Shafiee School

is now on display in the foyer of (he Ibrary.

A lighting pole has been erected in Land Ends Road but

the light itseIl had not yet been Glicd.

It was reported that the planning application for a housc
opposite Bank House had, subject (o ninor modification,

been approved.

Aspects of the villﬁge. walks (part of village :lpim-:isn[)
were discussed bul were not heard at the back of the hall

where your repoticr was sif.

We (your reporter +1 member of the public) were asked
1o feave o 8pm whilst the council discussed confidentinl

contractual aspects ol the village mecting “in camery”,

Alfier the meeling 1 was asked to inform you that a Vil-
lage Appraisal update report will be wade at the next
Parish Council Mceting starting 7:30pm on Thursday

241h Septeinber 1998,
SBM

THE FRIENDS OF HAYDON BRIDGE
Prescut membership runs out on 30(h seplember. New
subscriptions are now due for (he period 1st Oclober
1998 — 31sl December 1999, Membership is 10p per
month so a subscription lor the period is EL-30p. Plcase
complete the form below and enclose with your member-
ship subseription. You can give it to any member of (he
Comunittce or leave it in an cavelope at the Post Office
addressed to The Friends of Havdon Bridge. I YOu are a
hion-resident of the Parish of Haydon Lhe subscriplion is
G0p per month which includes a postal delivery of the
Haydon News — picase send clieque for £9 -00 10 the
Editor — address on page 2. ‘

P wish (0 becoine an active / non-active member {delele
as appropriate) of The Friends of Haydon Bridge Tor (he
period 1st October 1998 — 31st December 1999, Please
find enclosed a cheque/cash to the value of

Name .

Adctress

Picuse nole that denations

Phone

greater than minimum amount are welcome - all monics |

received will be used for the beunelit of Parish inhabi-
tants. Cheques payable to The lriends of Haydon DBridpe

L.

AI'PRAISAL OF COUNCILLOR MARION HOWARD

It i8 now coming up to lour years since the siarl of Village Ap-
praisal activitics. Throughout this period the Bditor of the Hay-
don News has doggedly persisted, through (he medium of {hese
colwnns, 10 persuade Councillor Mrs. M. Howard 1o be more
forthcoming with information with information on {he various
projects and schemes in which she has chosen (o become in-
volved. For her part she has jusi as doggedly persisted in fail-
ing to provide information. Because of this the residents of this
cominunity are being kept in the dark about the appraisal. The
Editor ol the Haydon News has attended most meelings of the
Parish Council in the last four years and notes that on occa-
sions it appears (hat the Council are even less informed than
the Editor. Counciflor Howard’s irregular attendance's means
that only at some mectings snippels arc discussed however the
only time any wordlwhile information came oul was following
the June 1997 mecting of the Parish Council Working Group —
this was reported in full in the July 1997 Hayclon Newys,

The next we knew of one siguificant aspect of the Appraisal,
the refurbishment of the Community Centre, was a repoit in
the Hexham Courant where “Prestef” Councillor Howard, like _
a magician pulling the proverbial rabbit out of the hat, slated
that the Community Centre would not afier all be refurbished
bul demolished and rebuilt on ihe same site, the expensive re-
build had never been been considered by the general populace
before. Since the “Ffait Accompli™ through these columns have
been expressed the view of many that perhaps the best location,
and maybe chieapest, woald be to build 4 brand new community
Centre on he old foundry sitc adjacent (o the new Methodis
Chapel. This aliecrnative proposal has never been debated. For
my parl, as cditor of the newsletter, 1 have unsuccessfully at-
templed to atiend  mcelings of (e Copununily Association
where decisions have been made however Councillor Howard,
who beciune seerclary of the Associalion last year has refused
me caliy (o these meetings. 1 is my view st “in camera’
meetings are not the place to discuss matlers thal will effect the
wholc community the views of which arc of paramount impor-
tance. Here I am not discussing meelings where confidential
contractual mntlers are being discussed.

I have spolen (o people who have been to (he mectings who say
that they arc being told that there would be difficuttics in dis-
posing of the existing land il new land were (o be purchiscd
beeause the Community Centre (Association) is 2 charily . The
Charity Commissions rules on this subject state:

Is the disposal beneficial to the charity? - Trustees sometines
wish to dispose of land which is required to be used Sor
carying oud the charity's purposes, in vrder to acquire other
land fo replace it. In doing so, they must enyure that the
replacement land is more suituble for carryving out the charity's
purposes than was the land being soled.

The Village Appraisal will be discussed af (he next Parish
Council Mecting on Thursday 24th September — {his may be
the last time allerntive views can be considered or perhaps we
should heed the advice of W.C. Ficlds?

I at first you don't succeed, try, try, iry again,
Then give up, no sense being a damn fool about i,

Mitch

O what a wicked el we weave
when first we practice to deceive™
Marmion - Sir Walter Scott
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Letters to the Editor & Readers Viewpoints

Peelwell or not Pechwell 7

iIn the July issue of the Haydon News I reported on current activities at the Hay-
don View Rest Home and in doing so mentioned some of the outings that had
been arranged for the residents us well as in-liousce endertainment currenily be-
ing provided for them. Some readers have interpreted this as an fmplication
that I was being critical of the former owners . There is no basis for this wrong
interprelation — indeed my July article starled with the words

“f popped down fo Haydon View this afiernoon (Thursday 25th June) to see
how Mrs. Audrey Kay and son Chris were doing afler 15 months running the
rest home just across the field from me. Things have moved on a bit since my
Aay 1997 report.”

One reader has had a number of {elephone conversations with me - resulting in
the following letter being hand delivered to High Brindles. It reads:

“Inn the July issue of the Haydon News lelter an article was published about the
Haydon Rest Home. The Home has ahways been known as Peetwell and the fact
an old map shows it as Peelwell. It appears the Rest Home is now a Variety
Club and Music Hall with a bit of magician Paul Daniels in it. I feel this kind
of entertainmeni will change the character of the Home. Also there is the prob-
fem of more cars on a dangerous bend leading to the Home.

I note the residents of the Home are being taken out, entertained, and treated
to Fish and Chips. The previous owners of the Home, Mr. And Mrs. Moore,
were ahvays taking the Residents out to some interesting places which the Resi-
derus enjoyed. They have received numerous letiers of appreciation thanking
them for their kindness, care, and attention. In the Jirst p[nf:e, all eredit must
go to them, and their family when they bravely set out (fourteen years aga) lo
give Haydon Bridge its own Nursing Rest Home as so many elderly people
were taken lo other Homes.

They are to be complimenied jor the hard work they put into it, as photos
show — before and after [Not reproditced here Ed. [ As Mrs. Moore is a quali-
JSied nurse, and her husband is a good builder it fitted in very well. Their
daughter became manager of Peelwell Residential Care Home in 1993, she
later became qualified to manage the Home for EALIL Care (Elederly, Mental,
Inflem), It was the first private care Home in Northumbertand fo achieve this
‘specification’ - quite an honour. I note the new owners of the Home have re-
Jurbished it with new carpets and curtains. This very ofien happens when pur-
chasing property - before the Moore’s family vacated the Home I had the oc-
casion to look around it, the carpels, curtains eic. were in a good condition.

Therewas the late Nancy Ridley, an historian, whow I weni to School with, she
was brought up ar Peehwell Jarm house, now the Rest Home. She entertained
the residents with stories that, as a child she was put in a eupboard under the
staivs for being naughty, she gaove the residents a lecture on the History of
Northumberland, I visited her when she lived in Hexham and found she was a
Manx cal lover.

Name and address supplicd
The Editor also received a leter from someone who did not give an addiess —
In fairness to all concerned I cannot print the letter without some changes.

Would the writer please contact me so thal 1 can discuss (he conlents.

Ed.

A Thank You from Alnwick

Dear Miteh

John and [ would like to express our
gratefil thanks fo all those in the vil-
lage and areq, businesses and Individu-
als, who sent us guests over the last 13
years. We enjoved having them (ve

" made many fiiends) and personal rec-

omnigndation is always the best form of
acdvertising. We are enfoying our lem-
purary stay on this glorious strelch of
coast, but want io retire in Tynedale.
Best wishes and thanks to everyone.

Yours sincerely
Dorcen Easton
Formerly of Geeswood House

Dorcen was onc of the stalwart group of
detiverers of the Haydon News - she
delivercd in the Whittis Hill area and
the Alms Houses ~ her ‘round’ has now
been taken over by Dorcen Robson. 1
understand from Mrs. Easlon that the
new owners of Geeswood House do not
intend to pnowdc B&B facilitics

Ed.

An Essex reader writes

the Spa Wetl was a favourite of
mine and my friends in those far off
days. And without any prompling
again, the News with ils ‘Bygone Days
and reader’s leilers give me great picas-

- ure.

R. H. Veitch
Brentwood

Thanks for your donation (o the collers
of the Friends of Hapdon Bridge - il
will be pul to good use for the benefit of
residents, expairiates and descendants
of Haydonians who will T hope, benefit
from the Haydon News conlinuing
througl the well into (he nex( millen-
nium, The newsletter, under #’s present
name storts a third decade- in 1999,
Prior {0 .the untimely desth of Owld
Tawny’s creator, Bill Tai, v 2 had dis-
cussed the feasibility of m' 7 a com-
pilation of all of Tuv.v" -vrilings
stretching back over may 3 to the
days of the Haydon Hers... ...d Parish
Magazine. As a lribule ig £1i.1 shall
endeavour Lo do (his next yoar

Ed.
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. Letters to the Editor & Readers Viewpoints

What a delight!

Dear Sirs,

Please accept my congratulations on -

your wonderful web-site. I am ponder-
ing by what method I,-as an American
individual, might be able to offer sup-

port. I will be back in touch when I

come up with something. In (he
meantime,

Best wishes,

E_Iizahcth 11

U.S.A. o n
Name and Address withheld by Editor

Informative site

Thank you for a most informitive
site, the best I have scen so far. Your
newspaper reports remind me very
much of our own Shire Councill

Unforiunately, on our recent trip
along the wall, we did not call in 1o
your village but stopped at a pleasant
B&B at Greenhead, an old rectory.
Unfortunately, it is not on the net, but
would like its name and address if you
could E-Mail it back,

All the best.
Don Ruxton
Kyneton

Vie. Australia.

Required information sent back (o
Mr. Ruxton. Ed,

An c-mail from Oregon
Dear Sir or Madam,

While doing gencalogy rescarch, 1
learned of a notation in' a Bellingham
Parish register of 1847 indicating my
ancestor, JOHN TODD, was "a miner
of Snoggy Gate".  If you can define
“Snoggy Gale", 1 would greatly appre-
ciate the assistance. If il is a place,
where is it found?

Besl Regards,
Glen GrilTitts
Portland, Oregon USA

Snoggy Gate was a group of len
houses which were converted into 5
homes. They still stand occupicd and
are also known as Noble Street, They
were built for iron ore miners.

I you leave Bellingham on the Wesl

Woodburn Road (West Woadburn lics
on the AG8) Snoggy Gate lics on the
right ‘about 700 yards frém the vil-
lage. Just aflter (he caravan site on tie
left. The row is ar right angles to the
road. 1t is aclually shown on Ord-
nance Survey Map Shect 80 - The
Cheviot Hills. The focation is 2 de-
grees 14 .minutes west 55 degrees 8.5

" minules North,

Happy Rescarching
Regards— Mitch':

Dear Mitch,

Please accept my apologics for the de-
fay in (hanking you for your excelleni
information on the origin of "Snoggy
Gate",”

You provided detailed information be-
yond my expectation and your cflor
is certainly appreciated.  You obvi-
ously know exactly where it is. Did
you personally visit this area? Do you
reside in the Bellingham arca?

My molher was naned Merle TODD
and it is her side of our family that 1
am now rescarching. My anceslor,

JOHN TODD, was born in Northum- -

berland about 1803, He married

Betsy Holliday.

John emigratcd to America about

1850 with his oldest son and found
employment in the coal mines of
Penusylvania.  He was laier sent to
Ohio 1o cstablish a mine in that terri-
lory. His younger son, George Todd,

(my great grandfather) arrived in

America about 1852 and also worled
in the mines.

He laler married and establisted a

farm in Missouri. During the Ameri-

can Civil War, he joined a local mili-
tia to fight off rebel raiders. This mi-
litia was Tater merged into the Union
Army. He suffercd a bullet wound
during the war, but survived.

Aller the war, he relocated his family
(wile and 10 children) to Colorado,
traveling via ox cart and horse drawn
covered wagon, In 1888 he esiab-
lished a farm near Rocky Ford, Colo-
rado.  That farm became a Dhorse
ranch and is still a prized family pos-
session. My 89 year old uncle, who
recently passed away, was born on (he
ranch and lived out his life (here, 1
was born on a farm adjacent (o (he

Todd Ranch. I moved with my par-
enls to Oregon in 1943,

My father's ancestors also came from
the UK, probably Wales. I have
traccd the GRIFFITTS line 10 1778 in
Virginia. T was told, bul have not
confirmed, (hat my ancestor, John
Griffitts, was a Tory loyal to King
George.  As a result, his Iand was
confiscated and a price put on his
head. He fled with his fanily 1o the
[rontier of Tennessee afler the Revo-
lutionary War.

I have not yet esiablished when the
GRIFFITTS family emigraled 1o the
Colonies. Ihave ahvays assumed they
came [rom Wales,  One genealogist
in Wales suggesied (hat if my [amily
came from Wales, (he spelling was
probably corrupied from "Gruffudds”
alicr immigration lo America. ‘The
spelling "Grillils” docs not now ap-
pear in Wales. 1 learned there are
Griffilis In Ireland, 1t remains a nmys-
tery. Perhaps 1 should be celebrating
Saint Patrick's Day each year. (smilc)

Again, thank you for your kindness.

.11 can reciprocale in any way, plcase

don'l hesitate to ask.

Cheers - Glen Grilfitts
Ed’s note -
Glen — my task was a simple one to -
solve as 1 have an Aunt and cousins .
in Bellingham, which is only a fow
imiles from Haydon Bridge. A local
telephone was all (hat was needed 1o
obtain the information provided.

Wikl any rcader who knows about
John Todd - Belsy Holliday and their
son George Todd pre 1850 please ring
me ou 684035 and tet me know.

Thanks

THANK YOU
Dear Sir

1 would like o thank alf those people
who sponsored me in my recent cycle
ride in aid of the British Heart Foun-
dation, To date I have raised the sum
of £50-50p.

Robert Turabull
Roath
Cardifr
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LANGLEY W.1,

‘A fascinating story was told to Langley WI by Mr Alan Graham con-
cerning the life of his Great Aunt Vicloria, whose room in the family
house in Jesmond, Newcastle had remained, locked up from 1894 until
1979,

When discovered the room was a (reasure-trove of memorabilia,
Clothes, jewellery, toys and three diaries spauning her life, even the baby
clothes belonging to her only son had remained locked away in the rooun.
There was no heating, no electricity and sunlight was never aliowed in
after the room was closed up.

Vicloria’s diaries revealed her wasted life. Born in 1872 into a reasona-
bly well off Newcastle family she was brouglht up in comfortable and
happy surroundings. Many of the lovely dresses made for Vicloria by
Fenwicks.were modelled on the night by ladies invited to the mecling, It
was inicresting to see the garments and jewcllery hidden away for all
those years,

In her diaries Victoria tells of her life growing up and falling in love.
Edward asked her to marry him in 1891, If she married him Victoria
knew that she would have 1o five away from England and travel to India
because Edward worked for the East Tndia Company. In April 1892, in
Jesmond Parish Church, Victoria married her beloved Edward. Fenwicks
made her wedding dress and the wedding breakfast was held in (he
Douglas Hotel. Edward gave Victoria a plitinum and diamond pendant
made by Northiern Goldsmiths. This was discovered with her diaries -
stitl in the same littte box that he’d given Vicloria on her wedding day.

Although Victoria was worried about travelling such a long way [rom
home she still felt great excitement in visiling Egypl and Cuiro on her
way to India.

It took six to cight weeks to arrive in Calcutta. The heat was unbearable
especially for fadies wearing boned corscls and mountains of peliicoats,
Victoria was to live in a fabulous house with [illy servants, Being a
memsahib  was a very imporiant position. Victoria found she could
barely stand the heat and she never got used to the flics. She had Delhi
belly [or three months and thought she would dic.

One day on a irip to a plantation in 1893 Edward was killed in a {ragic
accident. Victoria was devastated and discovered not long after (that she
was carrying Edward’s child.  Widows in Indis were looked upon as oul-
casts and Victoria lost her memsahib position. She returned home wear-
ing black and never lelt the house afler ‘the funcral held in Jesmond
cemelery. Her life was in turmoil and women did 1ot £0 oul of doors
when pregnant. In April 1894 her son was born.

Her last é‘ntry in her diary was Sept 3™, “Ii’s [inished Edward,” she
wrole, “life is finished.” She died on the 17% Sept 1894 fronr a broken
heart, (Natural Causes). Victoria’s mother closed up her rpom. Her son
was brought up in the house with Victoria’s sisicr Margarel. Tragedy
struck again when the lad was killed in the First World War.

The ladies of Langley cnjoyed sceing the family (reasures that had been

locked away in Victoria’s bedroom for all those years and listening to an’

account of her sad life story. Her diaries will be a wonderful source of
information for future gencrations to cujoy.
Sylvia Mitcheli

HRAYDON BRIDGE IN BLOOM

COMPETITION

Th resulls of the Haydon Bridge in Bloom -
Bloom'n Pols competition, which was for
houses withowt front gardens is as follows,

Ist -
28, Ratclifle Road.

Equul 2nd
13, Church Street and 2, Churcli Streel,

Highly commended certificates were awarded
to:
River House, Raiclifle Road,
L7, Church Street, 31, Ratcliffe Road,
21, Raicliffe Road, 16, Ratcliffc Road,
15, Ratcliffe Road, 12, Ratcliffe Road,
7, Raicliffe Road and 19, Temple Houses.

Judging for the competition. consisted of two
rounds, the first in June, the second in (he first
weck of August —a little later than anticipated
duc to the inclement weather conditions.. The -
Jjudges then made an overall assessment, .

A Tirst prize of £15 was awarded (o the winher
with wo rinner-up prizes oF£10 each. -

The Friends of Haydon Bridge, wlio sponsored
the competition, would like to express their de-
light 1o (heir appeal for houséliolds to brighten
up the main streets of the viltage. They would
also like to thauk (hose who parlicipated in the
competition and encourage them 1o repeat (heir
efforts again next year. It-is hoped that (he
compelilion will become a regular occurrence:
altracting still more wonderful.displays of flo-
ral creativily, o

Well done everyone - Keep up the good work.
Jaycee Sim

THE NEW SPA WELL SEAT
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IT HAPPENED 57 YEARS AGO

Cn December Sth 1942 a2 Haydon Bridge airman was reported missing — he
was never found.

Mrs Wardle (nce Winnie Telford) of 6, Victoria Terrace, Prudhoe has been
informed that her husband, Sergeant Wireless Operator — Air Gunner Oscar
Wardle is missing from operations.

Sergeant Wardle, who is the son of Mrs. Wardle of Shafloe Street Haydon
Bridge and the late Mr. Wardle was an enthusiastic sporisman and prior {0 the
outbreak of war was player-secretary of the Haydon Bridge Football Club.

As “Old Boy' of the Queen Elizabeth Grammar Schoot Hexham he joined the

Royal Air Force in 1940 and had taken part in many raids over Germany and .

Italy.
And aiso.......

Mr. Joseph Armstrong of Haydon Bridge has received word that her nephew.
Flight Scrgeant John Parkin R.A.F. previously reported missing in September
1941 is reported to have been buried at Kiel.

And still in 1942......

Mrs. Biraie of Broadstone Cottage Haydon Bridge, has received word that her
son. Corporal William Bimie Reconnaissance Comps. (RN.F.), is reporied
missing in the Middle East. A territorial, he was mobilised on the outbreak of
War and served in France and through Dunkirk.

P.S. Corporal Birnie later turned up a P.O.W. And lived on many years after
the war, -

The mysteriouns Hexham Student — many strange happenings took place dur-

ing the war years leaving many questions nnanswered as to

WHY?

Waus it 2 Cover-up?
Perbaps a Murder?
Had he been a Spy — passing on information of aircraf

to Germany and without much fuss
was he guiclly mbbed out 7
And — Where is that studeat today?

I remeimber these were the questions on the tongues of focals at the time and
many.a walk towards limestone ended by the gate at Tunnel Top as they opened

the gate into the field and gazed down on the railway line, their brains in a tur- .

moil.

S0 began the, mystery of the dead airman on the .r’éilway line way back in 1944,
But let me relate the story over to you as it-was reported in the * North Mail * of
54 years ago. o e

No light was thrown at the inquest at Havdon Bri?_)‘ge yestef'dqy on the death of

a 34 yvear old airman whose hody was discovered on the raifway line a mile
west of Haydon Bridge on Sunday by a Hexham student.

The inquest was on Corporal  Francis Arihur Sturgess of Easigate Peierbor-
ough, and the Deputy Coroner My, E. Emiley commenting that there did not
seenr any possibility of getting to the bottom of the tragedy, returned a verdict
of ' found dead ‘! (No mention of injury or how he died )

He added that there was no evidence available to show how Sturgess came to
be on the line where he was a trespasser.

PROMOTED ;

Francis Johnson, a miner of 8, Ratcliffe Road, with whom Sturgess had stayed

Sgt. Oscar Wardle — R A F.

for the past 17 months said that Stur-
gess spent ‘his spare time going for

~walks. He was very reserved in his

mainer, and never discussed any of his

affairs.

Recently he had been promoted to Cor-
poral and seemed lo be well pleased
about it. He left his lodgings on Sunday
morning as usual and said he would b
back for dinner. ‘

Well there we have il, the report as
given in the North Mail at the time. No
light is shed as to why-a serving mem-
ber of the R.AF. Should be staying in a
private home in Haydon Bridge, but
then people got to know very little at
that time during the War for we wers
wamed that “careless talk costs lives
from posicrs glaring al ws from bill-
boards or shop windows.

Could Corporal” Sturgess have had
something to do with the Royal Ob-
server Post out on Haydon Fell (known
to locals as “The Listening Post’) used
for the detecting the coming and going
of aircraft.in the area, but mainly the
German Bombers as they came in over
ihe North Sea towards Tyneside.

Now all is still out on-Haydon Fell, only
the outline is lef as to where the build-
ing stood. with one ruin each side of
New Alston remaining, The riverside
walk towards limestone is just the same
after 54 years —orisit? >>>Page 11
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I suppose it will always remain a mys-
tery as to what happened to Corporal
Sturgess. But 2 bigger mystery re-
mains unsolved as to the occasional
sobbmg and moaning of a human
voicé heard in the late stiliness of
sumuner evening ‘Gver by the years by
courting couples and the lone fisher-
- men casting a silvery line fowards the
gauzy throhg of May-fly dancing
above the rough water below lime-
stone. “Could be the low moan of a
slight summer breeze mmongst the Al-
ders along the riverbank” one fisher-
man was heard to say to Jock MacA-
voy in the Anchor Hotel many years
ago. “True, I've heard it myself while
out fishing” confirmed Robby Mur-
phy to the landlord. But as for my-
self — well you know how things get
started in a.small village, and Pve
never heard anything over the years
but these “strange tales linger and
wpn’t g0 away.

1t was one Sunday evening last Octo-
ber when old Jériy Attric and I stood
at the barin' the Havelock enjoying a
glass of ale together when the door
opened and in watked a local who
spends a lot of time on-the river in the

WN Dapmtmg the scene j

or a bit pence ang g_g«uzt

! L Noowha»emehen
~.  Yire——-- | arethey gannin?
i i | Az thowt she cud
waalk on watier

- fishing season. Now this chap is a quiet

sensible man who keeps himself very
much to himself .and enjoys a . good
beer, a malt whisky and knoi’s the river
better than any man in Haydon Bridge
foday. If a salmon islying in a pool at
the Spa Well or Lipwood Well he will

know.

It was on such occasion as this when
he was fishing for salmon last October
when the event took place that he was
abomt to relate tp thé chap standing next
to him — a féljow fisherman. By now
Old Jeny and | were alf ears as he
went on to say “/ was just casting my
line out and over the petty pool at the
Tunnel Top as a slight mist began fo
Jorm above the river, shrouding from
view the colour of the Autumn leaf
amongst-the half naked trees along the
Jfar bank when I glimpsed a tall youthful
Sigure approaching from the limestone.
He walked very quickly and silently but
what caught my eye and drew miy atten-
tion was his dress. He wore the coarse
blue uniform of the R.A.F. with Corpo-
ral’s stripes on the arms. For a minute
he stood watching me then turned an
vanished in the mist towards the rail-
way line.”

44\'_\

“~1%,a,~

Iwonder ifwe'lt
evir see them

tell Tawny Owld

He took a sip from his glass and con-
cluded: I felt the blood drain Jirom
my face as I remembered his fuce. It
‘was not that of a young man but the
sallow, lined and very wrinkled one of
a very old man.’

This young fisherman telling the story
was born in Haydon Bridge but not
until after the war, so I doubt very
much that he has ever heard this
story — but if Corporal Francis Stur-
.gess had been still alive today he
would have been 88 years old.

P.3. Tt could be another fishy
tale . . ... ... .. Or coulq it 7
Owld Tawny

Following the death of Bill Tait, the creator of
Owld Tawny, Jerry Attric and §I) § A\, the
characters must now be laid to rest. I thank Bilt's
wife: Jean for handing over his final work for pub-
Yication. This was completed shorily before his
sudden death on August Z4th.

"I still have one cartoon as yet unpublished which
was intended 10 be the first in the'series but for a
bumber of reasons it was not pristed — I promised
Bill that T wonld pnnt it at the appropriate time.

Possibly in my last issueof the Haydon News 11!
Mitch

Aa hord tell that
next month two new
characters called Sid
& Randy will be
tekkin their place!

Yenivvor can

son - ye just
nivvor cantell
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Letters to the Editor & Readers Viewpoints

- Calling all
budding
reporters

Mitch,
I have been encouraging people from Ulc Commumlv lo submll slorics 1o New-
castle Community News. I have made approaches to all age groups. Through a

'youth leader I have a team of "Cub Reporters” in the 8-12 age group. These

youngsters Wwill receive training and will then seek oul news storics and features
“in their community. They will also be encoumg,ed to find older people Avith remi-
niscence stories about the way things were. These will be collected in audio for-
mat and used on our audio magazines or for special cassctics for the Library and
also as realaudio on our website.

If you could recruit a similar band of young people in Haydon Bridge then we
could arrange an exchange where these youngsters could investigate each others
localilies and report backon them, The obvious-end preduct for this would be 10
collectively link these youngsters from rural/inner cily and develop and exchange
with a sumlar group from somewhere in Europe.

I'hope the above is what you were looking for. I'm also putting some malerial in
the post which may be helpful in getting something together your end.

STEVE THOMPSON steve@woll-m.demon.co.uk :
Station Manager - Wolf Fm: newsdesk@swolf-fin.dcmon.co.uk
EDITOR - Néwcastle Community News: waww.woll- -fm.demon.co.uk/nen. i

Editors Note

I have also been discussing with Steve the possibilily of collaboraiing in a joint
venlure wilh Woll —FM ( hitp:/www.woll-fin.demon.co.uk/ } in-our approach to
The Bangemann Challenge and shall be contacting both village schools and oth-
crs 1o consider further the feasibility of the Walker based charity’s initiative,

Plcase contact me on 01434-6840335 or 01434-684-980 if you wish to become in-
volved, in any capacity, with this commumly activily. You may also contact me
via the Internet nulch@lmydonbrldge demon.co.uk

Thanks - Mitch .

Haydon Bridge C.u'pct Bowls

O behaif of the Bowls Club I would

like 1o take this opporlunily (o lhdnk
Sylvia, Joyce, Pauline, Chris and ihe
Friends of the Village for. holding a
Prize Bingo for us in the Community
Centre, N

The money received has-gone towards
two new bowls. :

Thank.you all ohce again.

Jean Oliver
Sccrctary

Mrs. Marshall’s Coffec Morning

THANK YOU
in Aid of Church Funds - Raffle '

The Dance Club would liké to

176 Vase Unclaimed thank all those who gave so
104 Wine Unclaimed | .gencrously for the Tombola
230 Sweeis Mary Little | Stall on the Village Fair Day.
168  Botile Sherry Mary Litde | Without your help we couldn’l
205 Quality Strect P Stewart have made it such a success.
217  Hurricane Lamp Mary Little

34 £10 M&S Voucher M. Curry Thanks

325 Half Bottle Whisky J. Boltomley | Iris Waugh

2535 Kitchen Clock M. Marshall

JOIN THE FRIENDS
The new [inancial year for
The Friends ol Haydon Bridge
starts on st October. Last
year we had 85 members ~ it
costs only 10p per month.
Pleasc join for 1998/199 - see
application form clsewhere in
this month’s  newsleiter,
Thanks

£220 was raised on the day

Abig “THANK YOU” (o all those
who helped and donated money and prizes
and also the people who came,

Thank you all
Margaret Marshall

Huaydon Bridge
_Junior Football Clubs

Dear Sylvia, Joyee, Pauline & Chris
I would just like (o say a very big
thank you, as it was pointed out on
the night, I'm not a very good: spccch
makert!

The Junior Footballers much appreci-
ated the donation of £10¢ which will
be spent on much néeded . training
equipment. 1 would appreciate it if

our thanks could be passed on (o your
regular atlendecs.

I would also like o say how much we
all enjoyed the night, I’'m sure you
have converled some of our meinbers
to the Bingo leaguc!

Jackie Kirsopp
Secretary

The Friends of Haydon Bm!ge have
also received Thank You cards from
the Ist Haydon Bridge Guides and
the B Qver 60°s Club both of
whom have been beneficiaries of half
the profits (rom the, now regular,
Prize Bingo evenings licld on the fast
Saturday of cvery.month, 7- 9 p.m. in
the Coununuuity Centre. Sylvia, Joyce
Pauline and Chris (supported by other
members of the FOHB Comunillee)
organise this cvent solely for the
benefir of the community.

If you would like {o donate prizes
please: conluct Sylvia, Pauline or
Joyce or any other FOHB Committee
member. Thank You
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HAYDON BRIDGE FOOTBALL CLUB

Ectter from Major Cluttorbuck to David Kirsopp

Plumley, Cheshire
17 July 1998

Dear David,

I cannot thank you enough for giving me such a won-
derful time on Wednesday, and for making my visit to Hay-
don Bridge so very enjoyable. it was indeed one of the happi-

est days I can remember, and it was quite amazing how my .

life of sixty years ago afl came back to me in a Sash, and
long forgotten places, people and incidents all Hooded back
fo my mind,

Besides the pleasure of making your own acquain-
tance, I was pleased to have met your delightful daughier
and son: you are a lucky man. Of course I was sorry that my
visit coincided with your wife's trip to the continent, but [
hope that I shall have pleasure in meeting her in the Suture.

! do congratulate the Club Committee on the fine start
it has made on the ambitious plans 10 improve the Club fa-
cilities, and wish you every success. I will, of course, be nrost
inlerested how things progress in due course.

If there is any paper work you need from me in con-
nection with my little contribntion I am sure you will let me
know. '

Anyhow, as the first step, [ hope all will go well over
the FA.’s undertaking to match the sum you have raised.

£ much enjoyed meeting your Uncle and chatting
about the War Years with him. Please give him my kind re-
gards when you next see him.

Thank you again for your wonderfil hospitality.
Yours sincerely,

Robert Cluttorbuck

IF al first you don’t succced try and try again is a well worn
cliché said to have originated from Robert the Bruce fotlow-
ing his observations of a spider altlempling to build i’s web.
"I spied-a spider clymbing by his webb to the height of an trie
and at 12 several times | perceived his web broke, and the
spider fel to the ground. But the 13 tyme he attempted and
clanbe up the tree."

One day in late July I was sitting in the bar of (he Haydon
alongside were Avril and David Kirsopp who staried tckling
me about retired Major Robert Cluttorbuck however as [ was
having a month ofl {rom the Haydon News 1 arranged 10 mecl
David at a later dale. '

On Wednesday 2 Sepiember al 8:40 p.m, I rang (he doorbell
of the Kirsopps” Rocksprings cosy hoime, David invited me in
and sat me in the kitchen, Avril as cheerful as ever made us
both a cup of coffec - David continued telling me the story
which he had staried a few wecks carlier in the Haydon,

Foliowing the lack of funding support from The Shafioc
Trust members of (he Haydon Bridge Football Club’s fund
raising committce had (o cast their web further aficld.

After (he funeral of a relative David had entered into conver-
sation with the Methodist Minister Rev. David Perkins who
was himself closely involved in fund raising lor the new

Methodist Chapel in the village. The Rev. Perkins loaned
David a book containing a 1ist of Charitable Trusts from
which he identificd a number of hopefuls from which it
may have been possible to oblain funds for the proposed
five a side, all weather floodlit pitch, The Cluttorbock
Trust was one of those to which the Football Club ap-
plied — their application was turned down.

A couple of wecks later Robert Cluttorbuck himself rang
David and said that it was unforlunate but his Charily
could not give money to a non charitable organisation.
Rober( went on 1o say that he knew Haydon Bridge as he
had been stationed here from Oct. — Dec. 1939 and had
tappy memorics of the place. David invited (he former
armyy officer up 1o stay and look around the village.

The 79 year old retircd Major duly arrived at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday July 15th. Unfortunately David liad clean for-
gotlen that Avril would be in France with a party 'of 38
pupils and four staff from the High School however he
knew that with daughler Aimee and son Steven’s help he
would cope, for after ali didn’t he help when they ran a
B&B in their Rockspings homel

in the aflernoon they went up 6 the Haydon View Resi-
dential Home, whilst driving along Church Street Major
Bob well remembered how he had 100 men billeted in the
Reading Rooms, and al yes there was the place that they
used as Cflicers’ Mess. '

At the former Peclwell farm the Major was introduced 1o
Uncle Joe (Nevin) fwho was 90 on 15th August and really
enjoying his slay at the residential home). They had much
to talk about of those far off wartime days and they stayed
quite a while before moving on. - .

Next stop was the Roman Wall — the Major recalling that
the troops uscd 1o march up from the village to Twice
Brewed, carrying 60 pound packs — then back again, A
case of marching them up 1o the top of the hill' and
marching them down again. From the Roman Wall David
and his visilor drove down lo Ridley Hall, another war-
tirae billet for the troops.

Evening came when it was off (o the Anchor for a meal —
there the Major had a chat with Jean Sim (nee Rimmer)
who’s father Eric {Editors Uncle] had been stationed in
Haydon Bridge during the war where he met and married
widow Winnie Dufly (nce Philipson). The Major was par-
ticularly interesied as Eric Rimmer was, at that time, a
member of The Lancashire Regimen(, his own Regiment.

Next morning Aimee cooked the breakfast whilst David

. told Rebert of the Football Club’s ambitious plans after

which they had a look around the existing facilitics — he
was suitably impressed at the comprehensive the facilitics
provided for our footballers.

Back at the Kirsopp home they rounded up their conver-
sation where the visitor revealed that hie was a bellringer
at his local church, as Major Cluttorbok made to rise from
his chair hic said to David;

1 would like 10 make a small donation to the Haydon
Bridge Football Club’s new facilities.”  >>>Page 14
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>>> Page 13 continued HB FC

Drawing out his cheque book e wrole
out his chegue and handed it 1o David,
who, looking down at the freshly inked
piece of paper and possibly expecting {0
see a figure of one or perhaps two hun-
dred pounds ‘was astounded 10 see ihe
princely sum of £5,000, The charituble
Robert Clutterbock lefl at 11:30 and
headed back to his Clieshire home.

Poems of up to 40 lines.

Short story prize £25,
Poelry prize £25,

David could hardly contain his pleasure | Payable lo The Rainbow Writers.
and would have liked to have pecled our
own Chureh bells {o announce Lo all and
sundry that the Foolball Club’s goal Lad

almost been achieved.

As [ walked along John Martin Street to

The Anchor to wait for my lift home Tre- |[Name............ ... ... ...,

flected on that other Robert who 700
years ago walched a spider full of tenacily f.......... ... ... ...
Short Story Tile ... ...
A money spider had ccriainly made a [ Approximate Word Count
visitation licre on the 15(WIGth July

1998,
Shaftoe Trust please note.

SEM

Entrics are invited Jor stories of up to 3,000 words
[rom both female and male writers on any subject.

Runner up £10,
Runner up £10.

Poem Title. ... ............

The Rainbow Writers
Short Story and Poeetry Competition 1998

Each individuol peem or story muist be accompanicd by a £1 entry fee made
The closing date for the competition is 31* Oclober 1998,

Winners will be nolificd by November 30™ 1998,

The judge’s decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into.

We are hoping Lo publish an Anthology of the best work submitted.

Send your entries to (he following address:
Rainbow Writcrs
High Brindles
Heugh House Lane
Haydon Bridge NE47 6]JH

Please send a S.ALE. if you reguire the return of your work.

A LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE FOOTBALL CLUB
Dear Mitch,

On behalf of Haydon Bridge United A.1°.C. | would like to apprise resi-
dents of village with regard to the ongoing project for the provision of a five-
a-side court. On the advice of Tvnedale Council we are applying to the lot-
lery for 65% funding which means we need 1o raise £42 000. To date ail of
the clubs involved i.e. Saturday, Sunday and Junior teams have raised
£10,000 through various activities and we have pledges of £15, 000 which fo-
tals £25,000. The Football Association give grants of up £25, 000 for hard
surfaced football courts providing the applicants provide match funding so
we have applied for the whole amount which, if successful, will give us a lotal
of £30,000. Once the F.4. have approved our grant we will be applying 1o
the lottery for the remaining £70,000.

Personally I would like 1o thank David and Avril Kirsopp who are the
driving force behind the applications and to all those who have organised
and donated to the fund raising activities.

I would also like to take the opportunity 1o clear up any confusion with
regard to the fund raising of the footbafl clubs in the village. In addition to
seeking funds for the five-a-side pitch the football clubs are continuing o
raise funds for the running of the various teams. Recenily Alan White raised
the magnificent sum of over £1,500 and apparently some people thought this
maoney was being used for the five-a-side court however it was raised Jor the
Junior teams in the village and will be used for the running expenses of the
Jowr teams including strips, insurance, league expenses and training equip-
ment. The Junior teams have taken an active part in the raising of the £10,
000 above and like all teams have considerable running expenses,

' ! hope this has cleared up any confision hovever if there are any fur-
ther queries please contact myself or any committee wenber,

Yours Sincerely
Alan Borthwick

CAN YOU HELP POLICE?

In the carly hours of Sunday morning, 5th
July 1998 property was stolen from ga-
rages and culbuildings at four propertics
in the Warden/Greenshaw Plain - area..
ltems removed include lawnmowers and
strimuness.

On Saturday night/Sunday morning
25/261h laly 3 number of cars were dam-
aged in Langley Gardens/Greenmwich Gar-
dens.

Anyone wilh information regarding these
crimes please contact PC Humble at the
Raydon Bridge police house,
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The 7th Bank Holiday Fair was well | ppcome
supporicd, crowds gathered to walch
g;ﬁ;ﬂﬁ:ttsvz:rid“ﬁ;z {Sg{}u;g Egsés‘:vglr; Fun Run A_rmstrong/ Brown Families £ 2%.44
day and some of our sl holders |B0Oks Bill Howard £ 35.00
bravely set up their wares on the old |Cakes Shirley Borthwick/Footballers £ 165.00
bridge. Bris a Brac Tula's Hair salon £ 71.39
: Ralfle Friends Of Haydon Bridge £ 195.55
The idea of a fair was originally to |Rainbow Writers  Sylivia Mitchell and Joyce Sim £ 40.00
bring cveryone together to have a fur | Prodyce Cynthia Bradley £ 1685
day and everyone allending scemed to B.B.Q. Davie Charlion and Billy lrwin £ 5500
do just that, Treasure Map Moira and Cynthia £ 1040
This year the fair stre(ched from the Face Pain‘ling Amy Kirsopp/Catherine Moore £ 13.70
riverside to the football ficld with lots | A18us Fun Stail % 36.92
of new additions. Five a side football, |Fortunc Telling Isa Newton £ 87.00
vinlage tractors and the school band |Chapel Stall Kathlene/Mary/Lyne/Paisy/Eilcen /June/Eddic £  30.31
who were very good. The Marshal fum- | Tembola IrisWauglyDance Club £ 173.05
ily brought their organ which gave the |Teas Church Ladics £ 105,12
whole fair that traditional fairground |Bran Tub Rene Irwin and Ann Burrows £ 7402
fecl. The band ‘Dropzore’ dropped into | jee Cream £ 10.00
the Anchor car-park and entertained |y 4 £ 9500
everyone — even those who didn’t man- 'DO.!‘;'ili(}ll £ 5 60
age lo get to the fair, e . '
-+ - . |Magician Collection £. 889
We only had one Tug — of — War tcam Total Income £1,179.64
turn up — “Sniffer’'s Scumbags’ - were .
these fearsome six 100 much of a chal- | Expenscs
lenge for everyone clse ? Insurance £32.00
Magician £ 50.00
The River Race was also cancelled but Fair Queen Prize £30.00
not because t_he §:ntrapts were afraid of Fair Queen Selcction Costs £ 5.00
getling wet, its just they secmed more School Band £ 60.00
intent on gelting wet inside instead of o ar
outsidet ) Adverlising Courant £33.84
. Prizes for painting Comnp £13.00
[U’s a good job we can rely on the other Fancy Dress Prizes £ 15.00
helpers who turn up each year with Burger's £ 6.00
their stalls or Lo make the teas and also Face Paint £ 299
those people who support (hem by giv- Ribbon £ 120
ing so generously. Without these people Batloon Pump £ 449
the fair could not tike place. Safeway Misc £2235
This year the profils are o be shared Cyp .S Engraving L 18"9(2
equally between the Community Centre Tiara . £7.99
rcbuild programime and the footballer’s Trophics for Five a Side £50.00
floodlit artificial  pitch. Our judges Teddy for Name the Teddy £ 9.99
were representatives of the (wo groups, Total Expenscs £382.77
Marion Howard with Alan and Lorna
White - they all agreed that it was a2 | Total Income £1,179.64
harder task than they thought it would |z, Expenses £ 38277
be. We (hank them once again. DPisposable lncome £ 796.87
We must also thank (he star of the
day — our beautiful Fair Queen who did THE FRIENDS OF HAYDCN BRIDGE
a ?\r01-1dc11'u1 job of declaring the fair | p o0, membership runs out on 30th Scptember. New subscriptions are
open and handing out cups o the win- . 1 o ac .
ning contestants. \ now dug fo_r the period 1st October 1998 — 3lst.Dgccmber 1999.' .
Membership is only 10p per month so a subscription for the period is £1-
You were certainly Star of the Day |30p. Please complete the form on page 4 and enclose with your member-
Louise. ship subscription.
Join The Friends of Haydon Bridge today.
Eilecn Charl¢on
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i Fair Day 1975

BLLLLELELLLLLELLLLLELTETLLL
The Friends of Haydon Bridge

RAFFLE
No, Prize Winner
01  Dinner for Two at Langlcy Castle Blue 521-525%
02  Cream Tea for Two at Oddlctlows Blue 386-590
03 Fish & Chips Supper for Two - Harry's Blue 386-390

Peach 846-850%
Peach 786-790%
Blue 796-800%
Bine 646-630*
Peach 106-110*
Peach 286-290

04  Foot-stool - Dezine Interiors

05 Dccoraled Broom - Dezine Interiors

06 Meat Voucher for £10 - Farin Fresh Meals

07  Shampoo and Blow Dry - From Petula’ s Salon
08  Leal moulding by Judy Brown

0%  Family of Bears

10 Home Brew Beer making Kit Peach 71-73*
11 Tin Werner's Originals Blue 186-190

12 Box Moonlight Chocolates Blue 446-470%
13 Toiletery Hamper Blue 316-320*
14 | Fruit Hamper Blue 396-400*

Pcach 836-840
Peacli 376-380

15  Food Hamper
16  Basket Fresh Flowers

17 Basket Fresh Flowers Biue 101-105%
18  Free Nighi at the Bingo and Raffle - £10 value Peach 4356-460
19  Bottle'Whiskey Blue 356-360
20 Botile Asbach Brandy Blue 671-675
21 Bottle Gin Blue 531-335
22 DBottle White Wine - Trabener Wurzgarten - Riesling  Blue 371-375

23 Bottle Red Wine _
24 Boitle Harvey's Bristol Cream Sherry
25  Bottle Harvey's Brisiol Cream Sherry

Peach 101-105%
Peach 761-765
Peach 361-365

26 Four Tins Scrumpy Jack Cider Peach 591-395
27  Boltle Wine - Chardonne Blue 106-110*
28  Bolile Red Wine Blue 171-175
29 Four cans of Special Brew Blue 296-300
30 Sony Walkman : Blue 326-330%
31  Botile Lambrusco Blue 261-265*%

* Please ring 684035 and artange for your prize to be delivercd/collected.

THE VILLAGE FISHERMEN

A well knowst Haydon Bridge bloke and some males were oul {ishing in a boat
al the coast. It was a nice sunny day so the bloke took off his kit and dived na-
ked inio the sea for 4 bil swim and snorkle. Showing off to his mates he (ook a
deep breath and arching like a porpoise dived deep. He swam around lor (wo
minutes underwater and headed [or the surface where his up-stretched arms
caught info the [ast moving propellers of the fishing boat, Both of his arms
were completcly severed. His mates on the boat tried to haul him onto the ves-
sel but had no success as the bloke had no arims and it was quite impossible 1o
gel a grip of him,

Tough Haydonian in the waler yells (o his males, “Diveent let me predicament
spoil yor fishint lads, I'll torn ower onto me back and kick me way 1i the shore!
If yaa can pick is up at the RVI on the way hyvem aad appreciate it.” Kicking
his way (o the shore he’d covered haif a mile when, afiracted by the long {rail of
blood, a big shark came and with one giant snap of it’s huge jaws ripped off
both of his legs. Intrepid Haydenian shrugged his shoulders and carried on
shorc-wards — unforiunaicly when only 15 yards off the beach he drowned in
four feet of water — afler getting cramyp in both his lugs.

CRABBY
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Prize Winners

‘ FLOATS
1st — Church Playgroup
2 ~ Anchor Hotel

3rd — Haydon Holcl

STALLS
1st — Rainbow Writers- Joycc&Sylv:a
2nd ~ Produce — Cynthia

PICTURES
Under 53’
1st — Rebecea Gamble
2nd — Jordan Mce

6T
1st — Jake Charlton
No other entrics

8% and over
st - Melanic Robson
2nd ~ Cherlyl Anuan

FANCY DRESS
Under 3%
1st — Georgia Charllon
2nd ~ Rebecea Gamble

67

1st — Jake Charlton
2nd - Amy Flanagan
8’s and over

1st — Cynthia Bradley
2nd — Karen Lunisden

OVERALL CUPS & PLAQUES
¥st - Cynthia Bradiey
2nd - Jake Charllon
3rd — Georgia Charlion
SWEETS IN THE JAR

291 Sweets — Closest 294
Winner —

GUESS THE WEIGHT OF CAKE
4ib Soz.

Mrs. Lockhart — Exact Guess
TREASURE ISLAND

T. WILKINSON




CHURCH
NEWSLETTER

September 1998

AN INDEPENDENT SUPPLEMENT
TO THE HAYDON NEWS

CLERGY MESSAGE

Rev David Perking, Methodist Minister

It was strange for me to be at the opening of the new church,
and then the next day to be on study leave and holiday for
four months! The Methodist Chuich gives its ministers a
3-month sabbatical every 10 years, so that they can spend
cuality time engaged in study and spiritual refreshment.

Every minister can set their own agenda for that period, and -
as you might expect - there is a great variety in the subjects
chosen. One local minister went to work in the Church of
Estonia, to sec how they had developed since the collapse of
Communism. Another spent his three months touring the

- Methodist Districts and visiting the rural churches that had
shown signs of growth over the last few years.

I was determined to involve my wife and family in my
sasbbatical time, as so often they are neglected by me during
the pressure of the regular working week, Christine and I
had been fortunate to be invited on a Keeping Marriages
Healthy course, ran earlier in the year in Birmingham, and it
gave us a wonderful opportunity to work on making our
marriage more of an enriching experience for us both.
Having been together for over twenty years, the danger was
that we had grown into habits which were not encowraging
the fulness of life for which God had created us and called us
together to share. The time spent together was so special,
and had so many positive benefits for us as a couple and as a
family that we wanied to share what we had learnt with
others.

The sabbatical period gave us the opportunity to explore more
deeply the ways marriages can be help healthy and enriched,
despite all the pressures that come our way. So we have
organised a course for local couples this automn. This has
been fully booked, bui we are sure that ancther course will be
run next year for any conple who want to go on getting the
best out of their relationship.

Other days were spent in quiet thought and reading. I
discovered the poetry of Michael O’ Siadhail, and I leave you
with one part of his poem Intrusion, which reminds me that,
however great is my love for those closest to me, as a
Christian in God’s world, there are others who need my
attention.

The giaze of loved and lover

OUF amorous self - containment, shadows of the stricken fall,
concentric and utterly present the stares we seem to veil
fo the other. Sweetest hour. keep on commanding us?

139 Elvaston Road, Hexham

WHO AND WHERE
The names and phone numbers of the
clergy who minister in Haydon Bridge

{Rev Vincent Ashwin, with St Cuthbert's € of E
The Vicarage, Station Yard 684.307

Rev David Perkins, with the Methodist congregation
603.139

Father Leo Pyle, with St John's Catholic Church

St John's Presbytery, North Bank  684.265

100 children crowd churches’ Holiday Club

At the invitation of Haydon Bridge s churches, the Scripture
Union ran another very succesful holiday club from July
27th to 31st. Two of the helpers give their report.

What a week! We’ve all had a good time, leaders, helpers,
and over 100 children. We have learned much through
songs, puppet shows, videos, stories, craft activities and
prayers. Every morning there was a “bandstand’ for all ages
outside St Cuthbert’s Charch or - when wet, which it often

“was - inside the Methodist Chapel. Afterwards the children

split into age groupsL. -4-6 year-olds to the Parish Hall; 7-10
yearOolds to St John’s Hall, 11-15 year-olds to the Methodist
Church. '

In the afterncons, the 8+ year-olds were taken to Hexham
swimming pool, and the younger children had craft activities
and organised games. Even at night, the 11+°s went by

mini-bus to the West Methodist Church in Hexham for “Nite

Shift”. Tt was a very busy, full week for all.

Many thanks to Maurice Kitcatt, John Martin and Margaret
Hindle for leading each age-group, to the group leaders and
helpers-and all the unseen people who organised lunches,
accommodation, eguipment, and alt the paper-work, to make
the Holiday Club run so smoothly.. Many thanks to all the
Churches of Haydon Bridge for letting their buildings be
used.

For next year, much work will need to be done, and more
help needed with the children, It's great fun, and the
children think so too! Why not join us for the next Holiday
Club? JA and KA

But what if betweer our gazes -

Our fwo - ness is never alone.
Whose is that infrusive face

that looms unseen betweaen us

condemning all we haven’t done?




METHODIST CHURCH CALENDAR FOR
SERVICES ST CUTHBERT'S CHURCH
September, 6th  (Racial Justice Sunday) Sept. 2nd Wed 6.45 Healing Service,

10.00 Rev Huit: Covenant Service, and
official dedication of new church,
6.00 Circunit Service at West Exl.

Sep.9th 2.30 Women’s Own Rev Perkins

September 13th

10.00 Miss E Gittus

6.00 Rev D Perkins, Bibie Teaching,
September 20th

9.00 RevD Perkins (Sacrament)

10.00 Mis B Rowarth (Family)
6.00 Prayer Service

Sep.23rd 2.30 Women’s O. Mrs Rowarth

September 27th
10.00 Mr A Bird
6,00 Rev Aletby (Sacrament)

Visit of District Chai
The Rev Richard Hutt, Methodist District
Chairman, will be visiting Haydon Bridge
Methodist Church. He is the senior
Methodist in the North East (in some ways
similar to a bishop - except that Church of
England and Roman Catholic bishops are
110t democratically elected!) This will be
his first visit to the £300,000 new church.

The Leadership Team at Haydon Bridge
Methodist Chusch asked if they could
have On the first Sunday of the aututmn
season 3 Covenant Service. At the heart
of this is a prayer by John Wesley which
begins: Lord God, I am no longer my
own, but yours.

We wish the Methodists well in this final
re-dedication of themselves, now that
everything in the new church is finished.

ADVANCE HOTICE

Yillage Haryest Festival, Oct.11th,
Haydon Bridge Methodist Church.
10.15am Joint Communion serviée.

6.00. Joint Songs of Praise.

7.30  Church Council.
3rd Thu 7.30pm - Deanery Synod
at Haltwhistie.
2.00-4.00 Henshaw Church
fete, Henshaw School.

Sept 6th 14th Sunday afier Pentecost

8.00 Holy Communion.
10.30 All-Age Service: L. Gray

12th (Sat) Historic Church Steeplechase

Sth  Sat

10.30 Parish Communion (SV Prins)

8.00 Holy Communion

10.30 Mattins & Sermon (Mike Fry)
10.30 Sunday School in church hall
6.30 Decanery Evensong, Greenhead.

23rd Wed 7.00 Holy Communion
7.30  Mothers’ Union

16.30 Parish Communion,
6.00 Harvest Festival, Old Church
[

SOBER READING

In August, the vicar and churchwardens of
St Cuthbert’s had a spring~clean in the

- vestry, and prepared old papers to hand

over to the County Arxchives. The burial
register from the early vears of this
century make sober reading, and show us
how secure and ordered our lives are now,
compared with the time of our
grandparents:

1904 One man “felt from an express
train at Lipwood Bridge.

One each page there are 8 entries;
one one page, the ages at time of
death of the 8 people are:

22 years; 5years; 7 months;

3 years; 13 months; 19 years;
13 months; 2 years;

Was there a flu epidemic in 19047
“a man unknown found in the river
near Whitechapel on May 20th
supposed to be about 557

“man unknown found cat in two on
the railway near Alionside after
mmguest and open verdict”
“unknown male person found in
the River Tyne at Lipwood.”

1904

1910

1516

1926

SERVICES AT ST JOHN OF
BEVERLEY CATHOLIC
CHURCH

Mass each Sunday at 9.30am

Mass most weekdays at 10.00am

Also, Mass each Sunday at Haltwhistle
at 11.00am in The Two Churches, the
former URC church which is now
shared by the two denominations
equally.

A prayer by Cardinal Henry Newman,

Cead. kindly light, amid the
encircling gloom, lead thou me on:
The night is dark. and I am tar
trom home: lead thou me on.
Keep thou my teet: 1do not ask
to see the distant scene:

One step enough for e

So long thy power harh blessed me.
sure it still will lead me on.

O'er moor and ten, o'er arag and
torrent. till the night is gone.

And with the morn those angel
faces smile

Which 1 have loved long since and
lost awhile..

Now and then

In 1977, the income of $t Cuthbert’s from
collections and special efforts (voluntary
income) was £2193.

In 1997, the voluntary income was £14899
Both years, the income was all spent,

Flag-pole nceded at St Cuthbert’s.

It is several years since a flag has flown in
the churchyard at the parish church, The
Church Council would like to be able to
fly a flag for the Millenium - and on other
days too. Is there anyone who could
donate a flag-pole to replace the present
one?

i
i
Were these people who had gone missing
from their komes? Or were the burials so
soon after their bodies were found that
there had been no time to establish their
identity - and maybe their relatives were
found fater?




MEDICAL MISCELL ANY

E - BACK AT THE RANCH...

The management has locked herself, sobbing, in the
en suife. Number one son is penned, sobbing and
nursing his welts, in his room. Number one daughter
is oblivious of the drama around her, deafened as she
is by some artless Herbert and/or warbling trollop on
a CD featuring some popular beat combo. Thig may be
a good moment to slink off to work...

Aren’t school holidays wonderful relaxing things - Oh
to be at home now that summer’s here, Tra - la - la,
Hey nonny no ete,

DOCTOR MARY'S NEW BABY

Its a girl, 8lb 100z, called Alexandra - three coughs
and one rude word this time. Mary should be back to
work in October,

NEW.BROCHURE

Everyone should have a copy of the new brochure by
the time you read this. If you do not yet have a copy
please pick one up from the Health Centre. We hope
that the colourful new layout will meet with your
approval. The text has been proof read by a number of
people and we hope that it is free of the spelling
mistakes that found their way into the last edition.

LUNCH TIME CLOSING

Some subversive socialist desk wallah, probably in
Europe, has decreed that employees are to be allowed
time to eat during the day - Outrageous!

The Health Centre will be closed from 12.00 to 2.00
on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays but
the phone will still be manned and a doctor will be on
call. This gap in the middle of the day will allow the
staff to eat and catch up with the ever growing
adminigtrative mountain,

Hitherto very few people have felt the need to call at
the surgery between 12 and 2 and so we hope that the
inconvenience will be somewhere between none and
trivial.

TELEPHONING THE HEALTH CENTRE.

The Health Centre has six phone lines over which the
total volume of traffic is distributed but even so there
are times when people are unable to get through
straight away, ‘

May we suggest spreading the use of the phone
through the day in the following way;

8.30t0 10.00 requests for appointments and visits

10.00 to 12.00 requests for repeat prescriptions

2.00t0 4.00  requests for results of tests and
afternoon appointments

This should ease the congestion a bit. Thank you for
your help with this.

NEW AFTERNOON SURGERY TIMES

In an effort to provide a wider selection of times for
surgery appointments we are going to stagger the
afternoon surgeries. One doctor will work from 3.00 to
5.00 and another will work from 4.00 to 6.30.

We hope that this will prove useful.
NEW HEALTH VISITOR

Elissa Patterson is the new Health Visitor. By the
time you read this many of you will have met her, She
has yards of qualifications, is good to work with and
very friendly. I’m sure that she will be a great asset to
the area. :

She can be contacted on 688973 or 683554.

Her skills are very wide ranging though she is
predominantly concerned with children under five.

REDECORATIONS

Over the autumn and winter we hope to get ahead
with some redecorating. We are going to make a
special effort to rejuvenate the main waiting room
and the long corridor so that the warm and
welcoming atmosphere that we aim to create is
emphasised. If all goes according to plan the corridor
should come to resemble a linear art gallery rather
than an arrow straight vtilitarian passage.

The consulting rooms may well end up looking
different from each other and, who knows, the heavy
engineering motif in my room may change.

GET RICH QUICK - DARE TO BE FIRST

There is a growing market segment that is just
waiting for some enterprising soul to exploit - who's
going to be “in on the ground floor?” Environmental
legislation is also bolstering the opportunity as well
as popular sentiment,

Consider - most people don’t smoke, most people do
drink alcohol, most people like to socialise, most
people go out for a meal from time to time.

An environment in which non-smokers could meet in
a pub or club like atmosphere but be entirely free of
the smell of tobacco that is so pervading in existing
establishments would be likely to attract a growing
clientele as its reputation spread.

A non-smoking room in a standard pub or club would
not be the same as a truly tobacco free establishment.
It would be a bold step certainly and will take strong
nerves to pull it off but its an idea whose time has
come I believe.

DR LINDA UNDERWOOD

We are most grateful to Linda for the help she has
given whilst Mary is on maternity leave. SF.



