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In this issue: Haydon Nows on the Internct. 10 readers letiers
More criticism of Edilors stylc - should he siay or should he
go? Exorcism at local restawrant. Last plea for Bowling
Green? What really went on at the Jinuny Shand dances - all
is revealed. Langley lady gets award - and much more inside

HAYDONIAN W.M.C.
Federation Ales & Draught Guiness -

Weddings - Birthdays - Funcrals & Anniversaries calered {or
Village fund raising welcome

Bingo: Sunday and Wednesday at 8:30pm
Tel: 684 383

Come it for a drink at the

HAYDON HOTEL

S&N BEERS QUIZ NIGHT
BAR MEALS Sunday Dec. 7th and 21st
Partics catered for and then

Every other Sunday
‘8:30 pin

Bookings taken
Tel: 684 468

Captain Peter and hia crew welcome you
to the

Anchor Hotel

The "Inn" place of Haydon Bridge.
Cast vour carcs aside, with a sclection of Beers, Lagers,
Wincs and Spirits from Scottish Courage
Bar shucks & meals served 7 days a weck
Tel: 684227

SPAR

4, John Martin Street
Groceries Cooked meats ¢fc
Mon - Sat 8am - 9.00pm
Sunday 9am - 2.00pra

Off - Licence

Sunday 10am - Ipm

Free home deliverics ]

M. ARMSTRONG
13, Church Street
Haydon Bridge

For fresh Fruit and Vegetables
Groceries
Bread and cakes delivered daily
Friendly Service
Salurday half day closing

RAILWAY HOTEL

Bed and Breakfast

Pizzas to eut in or take wway

'anglcyjeastie)
Hotel

Stericletty Liericdies

Lounge uvailable lor unctions Atoriing Cofférs

Tetk: G;H 254 tflernoon Yews

J & M CLARKE
11, Church Strect Tel: 684 303
Meon - Sat 6.45mn - 6.00pm
Sunday 7.00am - [.00pm

NEWSPAPERS
WIDE RANGE OF MAGAZINES
Confectionery and Tobacco Toys-games
Birthday & special occasion cards, stalionery
WE NOW SELL FRESH MEAT

THE $a%ignad,
tormer

Open untit 7:30
on Wed. & Sal.

Feelote o f loote Liriner
W& M MARSH

43, Rutelifle Road
Haydon Bridge

loconicdtion

ot Only for that
“Swecial Occasion”
Jor 'I((JS(.’J'I';’LH'(H 15 Call
01434 688 888

Newsagent
&
Tobaccunist

Conlectioner & General ealer

CO-OP LATE SHQP
Ratclifle Road

Fresh and Frozen foods, general groceries
Off-Licence

Monday - Saturday 8.30 a.m. - 7.30 p.m.
Sunday 10.00 a.m. - 2.00 p.m,

HAYDON BRIDGE FISH & CHIP SHOP

LUNCHTIME TEATIME & EVENINGS

Monday - 6.00 - 900
Tuesday CLOSED ALL DAY

Wednesday 1136 - 130 5.00 - 900
Thursday 1130 - 130 500 - 900
Friday 1130 - 130 430 - 900
Saturday 1830 - 130 3.00 - 9.00

Tel: 684 289

The Qddfellows FHall
Licensed Restauyant
a la caite Menu
Open Wed - Sat 7pin (o Ypm last orders
Crafis & Gifts Shop
Selection of Ching -
Ornaments - Toys - Jewelry
Medici cards ci¢. -
Feel {ree lo browse

Teashop
Breakfast - Snacks - Lunches
Teas - High Tcas
Open Wed - Sal 1tk to 7pm
Sundays - 10 to ¥pin

Bed & Breakfast Accomodation
£17-30 per night per person - iuctudes full English BreakFast
Four Poster beds available

A Triendly welcome i pleasant surroundings with personal
attention and home cooking - children welcome
QOutside calering & Private Parties
Telephone Anna Coulson HB 684755

ERNIE SWINBURN - PHOTOGRAPHY
3 Station Cottlages. Haydon Bridge
WEDDINGS: SPECAL QCCASIONS
STOPIO PORTRAITS
TEL: 684 489

ohe (General tHavelock Chn
Haydon Bridge - Telephone 684 376
Luneh - Wednesdoy 1o Sunday
Binner - Wednesday to Saturday
Fine Wines aud a comifortuble Restaurant
Teiley Bitter and Lager - Calders Best Seoteh

Your Hoxts fae and Angela Clypde




HAYDON NEWS

Editorial

Hi Folks - I hope you've had a good
month and are looking forward to the
festive season as much as I am up here
above the village. We'll have a full
house over most of the Christmas
period and there will be plenty of
‘cheer and goodwill’ 1 do hope il is the
same with you..If you know of anyone
who is going to be alone this year
please try and make the effort 1o take
them some ‘cheer and goodwill’ - or
better still have them around to your
place for a few hours. Having experi-
enced it I can assure you that it is a
pretty miscrable expericnce having
Christimas Dinner on your own.

Half a dozen of us dressed up for
Halloween and went around 1o Anna's
place. The Oddfellows Hall, to enjoy
such delicacics as Spooky Soup,
Spawn of Satan's Salmon, Toadstools
baked in Puff Balls.

We were dropped off in Church Strect
causing heads 10 turn as we passed the
Railway. A large group of youngsters
in Halloween make-up werc assembled
outside the pub, I was dressed as a
Ghost and had on a mask - in fct
some said I looked like a member of
the KKK rather than a ghost, others
clse described me as a Ghoulie.

I felt like the pied piper of Haydon as
the youngsicrs trooped behind me and
my wo witches through (he subway
and across the old bridge, parting
ouiside Harry's Fish and Chip shop. I
laler discovered that these enierprising
youngsters had raised over £100 for
the Football Club's All Weather flood-
lit pitch fund.

Well done Iads and lasscs,

As we entered the dark gloom of the
specially decorated restaurant the me-
chanical door bell announced our
arrival, Our other companions were
already there at the second (able on
the left, to our right a family dressed
up to look like the Adam's Family
were tucking into their Spicy Kidney
Pate. On the left, gt the table for two,
one chap was dressed as a Vicar.

The six course meal was excellent and
with all the stafl dressed up in similar
atlire there was goad banter flowing,

Isa, Haydon Bridge's renowned for-

- tune teller was (here looking marvel-

lous in the specially prepared coven in
the back-room, raising funds for
Cystic Fibrosis and I understand that
over ihe two Halloween cvenings she
raised some £308. The lour fadies at
our table all had {heir fortuncs told
and came back well pleased by what
the future holds for them. | wonder
Jjust how much Isa has unselfishiy
raised for charity over the years?

MNow as is usual on such occasions (he
wine was flowing freely at our table
and naturally as the evening wore on
our tongues became looser, our voices
louder and - dare T say it - conversa-
tion slightly licentious.

Towards the finish 1 fch a tap on my
shoulder from the table for two,
turning around [ expecled the guy
dressed as a Vicar (o do his "Be away
with vou Satan" bit and cxorcise The
Oddlellows Hall of ghosts and other
cvil spirits. He succeeded as
charming companign said "Afay /
introduce you to Father Lev Pyle ° the
new catholic priest” - We all Tied!

Sec you later . ..., ... Miich

his .

the Friends of Haydon Bridge

Would like o thank thosc members
who have joined during the lasl few
months. We wish (o say a big Thank
You to those people who sent in
generous cheques over and above the
standard £1 membership lee.

There is no restriction in the numbers
ol Friends of Haydon Bridge so why
don't you join loday? Just slip a £1
coin info an cnvelope addressed to The
fviends of Haydon Bridge (o become
an aclive or non~aclive member,
Please remember fo include your
name, address and [elephone number -
sce page 3. Leave your envelope at
cither the Post Office, John Clarkes or
Marsl's Newsagents - no stamp is
required,

The Iriendy’ were cstablished in 1978
following the Station Yard Factory
debacle. One of its main functions has
been 1o produce and distribute the
Haydon News, which it has done
continuously since January 1979, The
constitution allows for other activitics
lo benefit the village - more delails of
these will be included in the February
cdition of the Haydon News. Pleasc
noie that there is no- issue of ihe
newsletter in January. ’

FEEBBBBPPRIIY
& The Friends of Haypdon Bridge ?
4

wish all readers, members, 3

& advertisers aned  distributors <4
F4

L ¢
:‘% A Merry Christmas %
z and 2
25 R
o Happy New Year 7

& % 4 N A K A J EY .
Bt @@ sl

. Come and enjoy the ) .
Northumbrian Traditional Music Nighis

Kings Head - Allendaie

Good traditional music in a friendly atmosphere
Singers and musicians welcone

HAYDON BRIDGE POST OFFICE

Your Jocal Post Ofltee acvepts payment for o
whole range of bills over the counter.

Sale and secure - pay your bills at the Post Olliee

Prost Oftiee Counters 1td,

Fridays: 12 December, January 9th and 23vdat 8:30 p.aa,

NEXT ISSUE OF THE HAYDON NEWS

18 IN FEBRUARY
All copy to
S.B. Miichell

Righ Brindles, Heugh Housc Lane, HB

Tel: 02434 684 035

email: mitch@haydonbridge.demon.co.uk

or please hand in at the Post Office belore
Thursday 23rd Janeary 1997

C.N.R.

Haydon Bridge :: Hexham

Tel: 01434 684 430 or Mobile: 0370 603 064

CARS, CARAVANS, VANS, LIGHT COMMERCIALS
Also based at A, Scudamore, Anchor Garage

MOBILE
YALETING
SERVICES
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PARISH COUNCIL PICKINGS
Thursday 27th Novemiber 1997

9 Councillors and 3 members of the public were presen.

The mecting started with Mr, Thompson and Miss Manslicid
from Haydon Bridge High School talking about the school's
continuing guest for Sports College status.

Stase T involves the school working along with the parish on
improving resources and personnel for local schools. An cxira
gym with belter Facifilics will be anc item on the agenda available
for use by anybody iun the area. So far only 10 schools have
achieved Sports Collcge status and Haydon Bridge is continuing
to try to oblain status with the financial help of tocal people and
businesses.

Stage II is application to the sports lolery comumilice. A
communily application would be seen in betier light with local
sport organisations combining with the High Scheol in their
application. The Lottery (unding would enable the sports arca 1o
be doubled with top quality changing rooms available for all. The
disabled will be fully calered for and other communitics can link
in (o the facilitics.

With European funding, computer links between all schools in the
Haydon Bridge catchment arca will be possible, accessible to all,

Mr. Thompson pointed oul that land is still available at the school
for a bowling greca.

Counci! Business

The broken pillars at (he entrance o Station Collages are 10 be
assessed and hopefully repaired.

The cost of providing a street light on Land Ends Road is o be
looked into as the cost scems 1o be rather high.

An estimate has been received for mending the Church clock.

Despite pleas for supporl no-onc has voluntecred to help the
proposcd bowling green off the ground. A commitice i§ requived
before the project can lake off and if this does not happen the
funding will be lost.

A quotation has been reccived for provision of a scat at Spa Well,
The annual grant to Age Concern was approved (£735).

Traflic calming measurcs at Martins Close have been registered
with NCC. As there arc aboul 500 others on (he list corly
provision is unlikely. The cost will be in the order of £3.000. It
was cmphasiscd by one Councillor that other parts of Haydon
Bridge are also candidales for traflic caliming measures.

PAT

HAYDON NEWS

CROSSWORD

The nuinber of correct cniries was a magnificient 20.
Alter 9 competitions points standing is:

D, Corbet((y). P.irving(9),
E.Rummncy(9), B&RShout(¥)
R.McVay(8), A.Phillips(8).
A.M.Scoli(8), R.Armstrong(7),
M.Raobson(7), M. Hindle(6),
N.Giltholm{0), M. Nagel(6),

M. Moore(5), P Tomlinson(3),
N.Pretswell(3), ). Tucker(3),
S.Stephenson(4), D.Telford(4),
E.Jukes(2), M. Porter(2),

P. Tulip(2), M.Milchell(1).

On page 8 you will lind details of this year's prive
moncy together with entry points requived for all
prizcs. Even with one point you can win a prize so
cven if you haven't sent in a Haydon Ncws
crossword belore a correct entry in December makes
you cligible to enter for a £13 prize. Similarly those
currently with 4 points can still get into (he firsl
prize eudry level and those with two points can still
get the 3 points requircd for sccond prive. This
yeur's compelilion will be similar Lo previous yeurs -
A larger and more difficult crossword will be sct
followed by a lic breaker quiz which should have
you scurrying to the library a few times. You will
have about a month lo complete the quiz - fuil
details will be included in the entry form whicl will
be delivered to your home before Christimas.

Hitve a1 bit fun and enter the competition - [ would if
¥ could but am not cligible.

This mounth's winners drawn out of the hut were
Mrs. A.M. Scott and Mr. N Pretswell.

SBNv

I any voluntary group or organisation would like o
make usc of these columuns o publicise an upcoming
funtion or to report on an cvent they are [rec to do
so. The Editor atlends as miany functions as possible,
not only o support (e group-concerned bt also to
report their activities in the hope thal more interest
will be generated. Il you think | can help your own
group please let me know in advance, Mitch

The Friends of Huaydon Bridge arc aclively looking for new
menibers in either active or non-aclive roles. 1€ yon would like lo
join please [l out stip below, place in a sealed unsiamped
envelope addressed 1o Friends of Haydon Bridge and hand in al
the Post Office. Please ring (he Chairman , Charles Thomas, on
B 684 #22 for further informalion. Thank You

1 wish to become an ACTIVE/NGN-ACTIVE (delelc as

appropriaic) member of The Friends of Haydon Bridge

Please find attached membership fee of £1 for 1997/93.
Picase print your uamne, address and telcphone number below:

HAYDRON BRIDGE W.1L

Everyone cnjoyed home made Pies &
Peas followed by home made biscuils
and teu.

Short talk given aboul MARIE CURIE CANCER
CARE when it was cxplained how aursing cancer
paticnts is now done in the hoane if possible because
people respouct better to reatmient at home.

Mrs, Bowen welcomed as new member and she woli
the ralfle. Mrs. F. Ord won competition for favourile
plotograph.

Final arrangements made for Christmas Dinner and
Carot Service al Newcastle,

B. Clark
Tek: 609709
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HAYDON NEWS

Readers letters and Viewpoints

The Haydon News was placed onto the Internet on the 5ih
of November. The URL and e-mail details are shown below.
hitp:/f'www haydonbridge.demon.co.uk
e~mail haynews@haydonbridge.demon.co.uk

From David Humble in Austraiia

Stan - Thanks for the EM [Eleclronic Mail e-mail Ed.). I
have checked out the site, recciving loud and clear. Spent a
very enjoyable 30mins reading your newsleticr while
listening to a touch of Rock and Roll.

You arc able to capture village life as it is, the ups and
downs, the highs and lows. The frustrations of those who try
lo get something staried which will benefit all, only to see
their hard work disappear as they fail to get the backing of
the majority, the minority who sit back and pick and say "I
iold you so".The highs pick your publication vp, the Fire
works night held by the Scouts, 1 remember them well, the
dark and chill of the November nights until the bonfire is Iit
and the fireworks light up the sky, the taste of the hot-dogs
linger in my mouth and he memories of the work that went
inio setting it all up, that to me is what the village is all
aboul. Public Office what can one say other than, if you
decide to do it, be thick skinned and understand that you
can not please everyorne, speak up and accept criticism afler
all it is those you represent and if you ask it is those who
will provide you greatest help. I speak with experience in
this as I am a Director of a group with 30,000 members in
Victoria and over 100,000 members in Australia, you should
see our A.G.M's at limes.

Thank you very much for the time you have put in to get
this logether for those of us who arc a tong way from the
Village but can now remain parl of the happenings. [ hope
your operalion goes well and is nothing serious. :

Regards and best wishes. David Humble

From an Essex reader

Hello Mitch - 1 love receiving my copy of the mag via Brian
- but 1o actually have Haydon Bridge news herc on the Nel
is a definite plus. Keep up the good work - I will certainly
be bookmarking (he site, and will be an avid reader. 1
always find bits in the mag about people I know and events
I remember, afthough I left the village in the mid fiflics.
You may remcmber my Mum and Dad, Con znd John
Rogan, who lived in John Martin Street until Mum
died twenly years ago. Cheers and best wishes from

Jill Lawson in Romford, Essex.

And Trom Edinburgh

Dear Haydon News [iditor - 1t is great 10 see Haydon Bridge
on the Webl Well done! Now 1 can read the Haydon News
as it comes out, in the comfort of my Edinburgh home,
rather than wailing to read the dag-cared copies my mother
keeps for when 1 visit Nor(unuberland.

Yours nostalgically - Carmel Smith
X-Pupil of Shafioc Trust and Haydon Bridge High

If any non-resident of Haydon would like to join the
Haydon News mailing list please el the Editor know.
Current cost is £5 for 10 issues inclusive of UK. postige
and 1 year's Membership of the Friends of Haydon Bridge.
IT" you receive your Haydon News in the Internet why not
send us a fiver anyway - help us continue the service.

A letter from Fenham
Dear Mr. Mitchell

Adter I had spoken to you on the 'phone ! wondered if your
rewsletter might be able to hielp me with something which
has been taxing me lately.

My mother was born af Langley Sawmill in 1910, where my
Grandfather was the Manager. My Mother, Beairice Rubina
(known as Ruby) was the second of the 6 Moody children
(Pop, Ruby, Elizabeth, Helen, Alcc and Evelyn), My
Grandlather was killed on the road outside Langley Castle
during the 1920's and after a couple of years the young
family moved nearer to Newcastle, where life was very hard
with no breadwinner. My Grandmother died after a couple
of years and the older girls brought up the younger ones.

I was born in 1943 and was always enchanted by (he stories
my Mum told me of her young days in the ficlds around
Langley Sawmill, Alihough they walked into Haydon
Bridge for ail shopping and were quite poor, the children
obviously had a happy and fun filled childhood. My mum
worked at Laugley Castle for a while and was sacked for
getting lost and going down the wrong staircase! She also
delivered mail on horscback 1o outlying farms. 'Low
Stublick’ I have never been to except in stories, but 1 know
they received a lot of post some Winters!

Now I get to the point of my story . . . . my Mother's best
fricnd, who also lived in the Sawniill cottages al the time,
was Dinah Patterson. My Mother's slorics were full of
Dinal and their escapades. [ would love (o know if Dinah is
still living in Haydon Bridge and if so (o get in touch wilh
her, [ am surc that she is married and therefore has a
different surnanmie, but someone may know of her if you are
able to put this letter into your paper.

My mum died last year, but Alex, Helen and Betty are still
very much alive and | am sure they too will remember
Dinah. If Dinah should read this or il anyone knows Dinah,
nce Patlerson. I'd love to hear from then 1 hope you can
assist e and best of luck with the newstetler.

Moira Gray (nee Woods nee Moody)

Eds note - A quick phone call to my Oracle in the village
ascertained that Dinah had married Herbie Thom(p)son in
1937 - but which Thowm(p)son family was that I pondered as
['walked inte the Anchor for my ritual afternoon (lrashing
at pool. Sid Thompson was anchored (o his usual seat
natiering o 2 mate. Wiihowt giving the reasons | asked
"Did Herbie Thomson have anv family ?" quick as a flash
came the reply "Hey ave, Ya knaa Charlie Thomson wey's
married to Dorothy - vour lasses’s mate? Well he's Horbies
fad.” When 1 arrived home 1 checked the facts with Sylvia
and rang Dorothy who confirmed that Herbic had indecd
been marricd (o Dinah who had died in 1991 at the age of
81. Herbic died in 1977 at the age of -71. Dorothy was
pleased to get my call and agreed that I could pass on (he
information already gathered, together with her phone
mimber,

Moira was pleased that we had been able (o cstablish
contact: for her and plans lo ring Dorothy and make
arrangeinenis 10 niect.

Mitch
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HAYDON NEWS.

Readers letters and Viewpoints continued

Fecdback on the Clir. Geoffrey Jackson's November letter

Letter 1. Dear Miteh - I agree with lim
(a} You do an excellent job in the 100's of hours everv month that
you spend in producing a newsletter that truly reflects vilfage life.

(b} You cannot stop yourself being unpleasant about the councillors.
It looks like a personal vendelia between you and them; but you have
the winning hand, because you as editor always have the last word.
This is an injustice.

I November, for example, you say: I reckon that if the Football
Club organising connnittee got themselves on to the local Council ...
we'd acinally see things getting done. And in response to Geoffiey
Jackson's letter: | must be achieving something i I can persuade
Councillors to pul pen o paper, and actually say something
deserving of a reply.

Mitch, don't give up. We are not putting pressure on vou 1o go soon,
But for heaven's sake, lay off the Councillors; after all it's us the
people of Haydon Bridge who elecied them 1o represent us.

Best wishes and thanks (reallyl). I'm sending this gnonyvmously
becawse I don’t want to be seen ax parl of an Anmti-Aiich or
Anti-Council, cligque.

"George Public' (No names or addresses given)

And now for a couple of couricous lciters wrillen by (hree
Cliesterwood people who are known 1o me. As with all lciters, good
or bad, I accept the views and opinions cxpressed as being helplul in
formulating the content of your ncwslelter. Whether [ agree or
disagree with the points put forward is, to me, not important,

Letter 2. Dear Milch,
We entively agree with the views expressed by Geoffrey Jacksan in
the Nov. issue of the Havdon News. ‘

The editorial content of the paper has, for some time, been @ source
of irritation, containing loo much persondd information about the
editor. Many of the jokes have been in very bad taste and quite
inappropriate in a Communily newspaper which should be informa-
tive, inlevesting and pleasani to read. Ve are pleased to see that the
Nov! issue meets these crileria and hope that it will cantinue lo be
‘so. Names supplied. ‘ g

Letter 3. Dear Mitch,

Thank you jor the invitation coniained in the current Havdon News (o
comment on Councillor Jackson's lefter.

flis letter has my total support and, in addition, 1 would like o add
the following.

It is my understanding an Lditor's job is to vet maierial received
Srom various souwrces and include a short ediforial comprising no
more thait two or three paragraphs.

The current FHlaydon News contains items signed ‘Miich’ or SBM on
almost every page and previous issues have been similar.

If suitable material is not forthcoming from other sources could nor
the Havdon News be eut in size thus reducing costs. Under previous
Lditors the paper has comprised a maximum of four or five pages
whereas the curreni copy has eight.

I appreciate the effort you put inte the production of the Havdon
News and trust you will accept my conunenls as constructive
criticisnt.

Name supplied

¥ You agrecemeny lo CHr Jacksow's opinion that 1
am ‘intlmidating and adopt an editing stvle trying
to cruclely impress a bunch of readers’ and that *f
do the vitlage o disservice.' is noled.

M Thanks - Part of this rcHection of village lile
also includes opiniens of all aspecls and vigws

# Claptrap - [ only crilicise clecied Tynedale
Councillors. Don'i cditors vsually have the last
wordl before publication? Or do you wani to pop
iround and censor everything before I publish?

¥ These words were inlended lo draw an analogy
between how good the HBAFC had been in
raising somie £3,000 in a few wecks compared to
how long it takes burcaucratic groups to do
similar things. It should not be construed 1o mean
anything other than that!

B 1i docs, at times. scems o miny of US that gur
clected representatives concentradc niore on iheir
Tynedale positions than villuge matters,

B Thanks Georgy. Where | was brought up we
were fsught 1o stab people from the [ronil The
purposc of anononyuity is to prolect the writer
[rons possible harassment I'roin readers and net for
the reasons you appear to be using i)

B [( disappoints me that both of you wholly agree
with CHr Jackson's leteer, this suggests that you
also agrec with his  intimation that 1 was
responsible for the membership of The Fricnds
falling to an all time low in May. At the time of
writing The Friends membership stands at a 16
year high of more than 30 people - [ wonder wiy?

® Having adapted 1o a style which very many
readers can, and do relae - [ am genuinely sorry
that this frritales you so. The jokes of the type |
suspect you considered were in bad taste stopped
some moaths ago. | am delighted that the
November issuce met with the criteria you have sct
and will do my besl to ensure that (hese standards
are maintained.

W Eacl morning when [ awake | am happy and
cheerful. In the Huydon Nows I iry (o reflect this
mood hoping tha some folk are cheered by my
antics. On my trips around the village [ meet
more than 130 or so people a weck - most admil
o liking my style. which by if's very ture
becomes personalised. I go to more mcetings than
most people in the villige so il should be no
surprisc (0 anyone thal my name or inlials
frequently appear. Similarly | oreport what 1 see
and hear, without smothering it all in candy {loss.
‘Miteh' denotes that it is the cditor making
conunent and 'SBM' when | act as an article
writer/reporter. 1 would like to see less "SBM's"

B When 1 ook over as Editor advertising lotalled
approximately 36 blocks - il is now 00 blocks
cnabling us to produce 3 or 6 pages plus Church
and Medical pages. With the more judicious use
of spuce available the newslotter content is now
soing three thimes more than before. | can assure
you that ny daily feedbuck is that a majority of
people enjoy reading the extra pages - warts and
all. Mitch
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HAYDON NEWS

Readers letters and Viewpoints continued

I thought you might like to sce one anonymous letier which arrived, the two
peopic concerned get my award for the shortest letter of support for Geoffiey.

L
a

And IF T were to award a prize for the best letter of the meonth it would go to a
Langley reader who's sense of humour scems to match my own she said, a little
tongue in chieck one would hope:

Dear Mitch

Under your stewardship the Haydon News has become more informative,
humorous and readable. As for tabloidised?

1 fear that with regard fo our Parish Councillors, you are in danger of guing
just a tadge over the top.

While I agree that Councillors should be up to criticism and held accountable
Jor their action/non-action; in the case of the Towards' Bill in particular) vour
commenlts dre increasingly personalised.

[ think you must ask yourself the question: Is satire appropriate to a parish
magazine? If so; you are clearly an erudite, urbane man - pick on somebody
your own size! L

Rag tamer - (Pseudonym) - name and address supplied)

You know what - Langley writer? I've just had a rethink
about your award and have decided that you will indeed get
vour gong and I would Iike (o present it here in the Haydon
News today in front of the 1600 readers, Trumpets sound,
crowds applaud, she sieps forward curtsies in a dignificd
manner as The Editor presents her with the fivst Letter of
the Month Award or LOTMA for short. By (e way you'll
have 10 cut it out of the newsleticr as we don't have the dosh
available 1o give you a rcal medal. Your citation reads:

What made me finally
decide on the gong
award is that when 1
ran your letter through
wmy Spell Checker it
stopped for a [ew milli-
seconds ai 'tabloidised'
before spewing out
‘hot-Blooded” as  the
closest fif, :
Don'l you think it rings well "A hot-blooded erudite urbane man™. As | walk
around the village 1 will proudly wear the banner. Mind you Rag Tamer you
were nearly disqualified when it was found that your posicode and Councillor
Geolfrey Jackson's are exactly the same! As for your comment "vick on
somebody vour own size” are you suggesting that Cllr Bill is smalller than me? -
How dreadful of you! Sadly nio onc has thought of addressing the reason for the
criticism levelled at Tynedale Councillors, this will be thproughly deall with
when I respond in detail 10 Geoflrey's ictter - I held ol (0 await the response of
my appeal for letters so ! think we'lf leave it until next year as the festive
scasofl is once again nigh. - Hark! I see men in white coals approaching -
They're coming to take me away ha ha hee hee.  Mitch

PS - Nowt wrang wirra billa salire hinny ils way much berrer than (he lang
neels roond here. Yer knaa yor reet abool me wale, am gannin on 2 diet nist
voor and a just might dee then (hor exorcises the quacks taakin aboot.

The LOTMA award this month is awarded (o
Rag Tamer of Langley on Tyne
who produced a balanced letter in humourous vein
and correctly guessed what the present Editor of ihe
Haydon News would like wrilten as his epitaph

"An erudite urbane man"

PGPPY DAY APPEAL

Recently whilst collecting house o
louse for (he British Legion Poppy
Day Appeal, three young chaps around
I 1o 13 years 77 shouted to me :"Hi
Mister, how much are your poppies?” -
“Just as much ay you feel you want 1o
put in the collection box", 1 replied as
1 wenl (o knock on the next door. On
hearing this they (hen [ollowed me up
the short drive and cach in tum
popped in their twenly pences, took a
poppy cach and asked "Can we have a
pin Mister?" - | replied "Of course you
can" and thanked them [for their
donations as they went off to pin on
their poppies.

My shoulders were a litlle straighter
and my resolve much stronger as 1
werd on iy way Lhinking "Yes there is
a4 purpose n {he small amount ol time
[ was faking 1o help those in the past
but safcguarding (he future. That had
Just been proven to me by the gesture
of those threc young chaps and tadeed -
o cveryone who contributed.

Thank You - R.M.

Mrs. Loyd would like (o thank all of
those people in the Parish who
contribuled o the
Royal British Legion collection.
The sum of:
£886-33p
wis collecled this year.
Volunlcers are needed (o help in next
years collections

HELP
Is there
anyjone

out there?

Who can belp a lady X
who is in the process of
moving into the arca and is actively
sceking cmployiment.

I am experienced in Sccretarial/P.A.,
and clerical procedures and  (ully
conversant wilh Word Processing and
Windows '93 packages.

Although looking towards [ull-time
work, would seriously consider part-
time in the region of 28 hours per
week. Il you can help | would love to
hear {rom you. Plcase call me on:

01434-684265

Mitch

Have a smashing Christmas and a good New Year everyhody
I hope to see you all again in February with more of the local happenings
Best wishes to you and your families both during the festive season.




HAYDON NEWS:

becember Garden

It is not only verf( sa[isfying{ o make your own Chrisimas
decorations using foliage [rom the garden but with a litile thought
even (he most simple display ol natural materials can look
beautiful and seasonal. A festive wreath is easy to make with just
a few basic components and materials collected from (he garden
or counteyside. Essentials are: scissors, wirc-cutlers, sccalcurs,
Norists wire.

You will nced a wreath basc fo slart with. Use long flexible stems
- any long prunings from shrabs will do - stripped of folinge.
Formi a circle of tlic required size with one stemn and weave (he
rest of the liems around it (o form a ring which is six-10 ten stemns
thick. Bind wire diagonally around the stems and repeat in the
opposite direction .

It your lawn is like mine (hena few minute's ruking will produce  the
moss needed to cover the stems of the wreath buse, Dampen the moss
and bind it on witlt wire.

Any evergreen foliage can be used to dress the base and you can add
fruit, berries, cone , candles, ribbons and so on. You shouid aim for
well balanced arrangement - too mwany dilterent clemenls will be
distracting. For a sturming display try to stick 1o a colour scheme. Here
are a few suggestions -

L Red - Foliage green of conlrasting shapes (conifer, vy, holly, laurel).
Cones natural. Nuts natural. Cinnamon sticks tied in bundles with red
ribbon. Berries red. Smal! red apples. Ribbon red.

2. Gold - TFoliage green (coniler and laurel) and gold-variceated (ivy,
holly). Cones spruyed gold. Nuts sprayed gold. Ribbon gold.

3. Silver - Foliage blue (cucalyplus and cedar) and silver- varigaled
{euonymus Silver Queen). Cones sprayed silver. Belis silver. Candles
white. Ribibon whilte or silver.

Place the foliage, fruit and irimmings {ogether on the workiable 1o
consider how well they go together and try ofher possibilitics belore you
start atlaching them to the base. Keep it simple; smothering it with
plastic baables will look tawdry. Use real fruit, nuts, berries ¢ic when it
15 pructical.

First iill the base with plain foliage, tucking it into strands of wire. Next
place variegated or contrasting pieces. More wire ean be used o secure
the dcaves. Spray with water as you work. Wire oranges and apples with
clusters of nuts for a natural look. Make a hook in the end of p length of
wire and pass it through the centre of an apple. The straight end ol the
wire will fasien the apple to the base. Drill a small hole in each nut and
atlach to wire. Use wire to secure cones. Allach ribbon and your wreath,
. |ereated from the glory of the winter garden, is completed.

This month - ensure the garden is ready lor winter weather,

Cut back tall roses to halfl their height to prevent wind -rock but leave
full pruning untif spring,

Frosty nights will lifi recently planted trees and shrubs. Finn them in and
give a prolective mulch. Checek stakes are holding linmly.

Spread gravel arourd alpines to help drainage and reduce plant-rot in
cold, wet wealher,

Avoid walking on lawns when the soil is very wet or frozen.

Fish will die i their pond freezes over. Use hot water lo make a hole in
the ice lo allow poisorous gases 1o escape. I freezing wealher persists
and a thick layer of jee Torms, syphon oul 2* of water from unger the ice
lo allow efficient gaseous exchange.

lusukte outdoor taps with a picce of old cloth or bubble polythene in a
plastic bag tied with string. .
Pul out fresh water [or the birds it the weather tums icy. Use u bowl
farge enough for them to bathe in. Feed birds on u table out of reach of
Jocul cats.

James Thin

LANGLEY W.L

In October three of our members at-

tended the Autumn Council Report. It

was Mrs Goodchilds first meeting as
e chatiriman and she carried it off well,
We listened with inlerest o Prolfessor lan Fells, who
spoke about "Qur Environment at Risk ... the cosis
and the benelits”. He gave some frightening figurcs,
warning us that all gas, oil and coal supplics would
be ~exhausted by 2050,  His prediction lor (he
Millenium was that we would work on ways on using
gravilational cuergy of the type responsiblé for black
hofes.  All the world's energy could be met by an
amounl the size of an Atom. He certainty gave us
plenty 16 think about.

For light relief the finalists of the Coral Speaking
competition performed for us. Everyone was amused
by the winning rendition of "l know an old woman
who swallowed a [ly".

Six of our members went on a lrip to Warburtons
Bakery. [t was a splendid outing and cach lady came
home with gifls of *ves you've gucssed' loaves of
bread,

Our spcuker for «he November meeting, Sheila
Maurice kept an audience captivated with her 1alk on
Porcelitin Restoralion, A very Inlensive and Fascinat-
ing occupation Sheila has been (caching adulis the
crafi for the pust Nificen yewrs. Creative skills and
colour scnse is needed and you treat (he damage
rather than the object. She told us a fascinating story
about the restoration of the 'Dainty Dinah' bust.
(Horners Toffee [actory logo} which was tiken down
when the factory closed. U was stifl stuck 10 the
chimuney and put in a council depot. 1t had huge
cracks in it and was a challenge. We were shown
sicp by step photographs of the vestoration of Dainty
Dinah. Onc of our members fold us that she had
driven a show van for Horners Tollee Factory.

The night following our meciing, members were
mvited o Bardon Mill Wi Seven of us enjoyed o
flower arranging  demonstraiion given by Olive
Dalrymple. There were wonderful ideas for Clirist-
mas and three of our members were lucky to win
lovely flower arrangements.  Pepgy Dukers won a
‘gold angel made cntirely Irom pasta, a very different
original idca. We hope she will try and make us al)
somc. We all enjoyed a lovely supper, and thunked
the Iadics of Bardon Mill institute for inviting us (o a
smashing evening,

Sylvia Mitchelt
Tel: 684 435
[]’A'I'I—i()LOGICOPSYCI [GLOGICAL

MISS J TEASDALE BA

State Registered Chiropodist
Member of the Society Of Chiropodists

Treatment available at the Haydon Bridge Health Centre
and at 25 Burswell Avenue, Hexham
Telephone 608 612 for Appointments & Enquiries

7% One eyed Editor reading
252 e unexpurgated version

Page 7




HAYDON NEWS

"Excuse ME 1"

Old Jerry Ailric had just put a
Woodbine between his thin
blue lips and with {ingers
thrust deep inside a
pocket of his greasy
waist-coat  fumbled
for a match as I sat
down next to him

as he slid an old
photograph across
the beer stained ta-
ble towards me.
"Here son have a
look at that", said he
as [ picked up the
picture of a most beauti- -
ful young girl that had been
taken at Geromes pholographic
studio in Northumberland Strect in 1946.

Of course I kncw who she was, and knowing her
background - she was a cut far above the rest of us lads and
lassics in Haydon Bridge - but that did not deter or
discourage the then young Jerry Allric from [ancying his
chances with the girl, in o most honourable way, After all
why not? For he was a good looking example of mature
youth in hs prime with his glorious head of fJowing ginger
hair and he excelled as an all-round sporisman. Apart from
that he travelled daily by train o Newcastle to study at
“Skerry's" College, his chances did scem rather good.

She, a very attractive young lady, lived with hier parcnis in
a large stone house with a solid oak front door up the Norih
bauk, they had a resident maid and occasional gardener, her
father being a banker in the cily was looked upon as
‘Sotncbody' in Haydon Bridge. He was on cvery commilice
going thus cnabling his dauglier o have a comfortable life,
which in fact scems to have been a round of gentle pursyits.

The young Jerry's first and only acquaintance with ihe girl
camec one night at a Jimmy Shand dance held in {he Town
Hall by the Flower Show Comumitiee. Jimmy Shand and his
Band were well known throughout the length and breadih
of the land as a Scottish brondeasting band and of course
for Jimmy and the band (o come to Hoydon Bridge was
something special.

Not that her father approved of his daughter going o the
village hops amongs( the “"lower classcs”, reminding her
that  they, as the "Top people”, were "thecir betters”.
Howcever on this occaston, sceing it was Jimmy Shand - a
respectable band - and his daughtler would be accompaniced
by her friend Mavis, a young lady who cpitomised
respectability, her father relenfed. Bul as abways her
appearance bad to be velled by her mother. A blouse (hat
wis too revealing was met with a great deal of *TUT -
TUTTing and needed changing imimedialely.

Stars studded a velvel sky and a pale undulating ray of light
from the Hunters Moon danced upon the river as young
Jerry Atiric made his way across the bridge towards the
Town Hall from (he Railway Hotel where Ernic Mitchell

There he sat, the macstro himscll complete with bulton
accordian, just as young Jerry had scen him on record

- covers in the music shop on Batlle Hill in Hexham. His bald

head shining under ihe hall lights logethier with his dead
pan expression lefi no doubt that this was Lthe mand hiinsell
- JIMMY SHAND. He was dressed in white shirt, black bow
tic and Dinner Jacket. as were the rest of the Band. -

His little drummer sat (o one side beating out the rythym (o
the "Bluc Bell Polka" - a - "Dratity, TAT - TAT -TAT, o
Drat - @ TAT - TAT - TAT." Sadic and Lily Pickcring
danced stvlishly across the {loor in prelty dresses wifling
the scent of Lily of the Valley into Jerry's noslrils as he
picked his way along the edges of the Hoor avoiding the
dancers enjoying the Polka. Maut Smith the focal postman,
in & Ourry of sweat, pufls and red face came louping past
with legs kicking high and feet m all angles as the "Blue
Bell Polka" continued to the note perfect fingers of Jimmy
Shand on the accordian and il - "Prai-aty-Dral, TAT-
TAT" of the kettle drum.

By now the music had stopped as cveryone made their way
back 1o {heir scats. puiling and wiping sweat from neck and
forcheads. Young Jerry had found a corner lo stand where
hie could eye the talent on ofler, and was doing just that as
lic lit a 'Gold Flake' to give him confidence and hoping thai
he looked like Spencer Tracy af the same Lime.

As the cvening wore on there was the traditional mixture of
Quick-Steps. Modern walte, Foxtrots, Valletas, Military
Two-Sieps and many more which were varied during the
evening by at least one "Excuse-Mc". The M.C. announced
the next dance woidd be an "Excusc-Mc" and to the strains
of "In the Mood" the Moor swisiied to the sound of naity
footwork, Tt was at this point that (the young Jerry Aliric suw
her - his heart went all of a Hutter and he weakened a little
at the knees when his gaze fell upon those full pouting lips,
her gentle havel eyes framed by hair as black as a Raven's,
her skin was a clear milky white.

This was and opportunity not ic be missed. thought Jerry,
an "Excuse Me". 1o this dance onc could step oul onto the
floor and say - "Excusc me" to the gentleman dancing with
the girl of your choice, and being ihe gentlemen that they
were in those fur gone days, would honour (he rules and
move over, This he did as Jerry strode onto the Noor, full of
confidence in his well pressed dirk brown double breasted
pin-striped suit with 21" bottoms to the trousers. whitce shirt
and brown tic. Jorry knew full well (hat his Mashing white
simile and Brilliantined hair would do the rest,

As her sofl warmt body moved {angwidly into his strong
arins, his kuees weakened a littde more when he [l her
warm breath on his cheek, As they woved off around the
foor {he Crooner stepped up and sang "When The Decp
Purple Falls" - because he was Scoitish no one could
understand him, but that made no difference o the young
Jerry Attrie, for in his arms was the girl of his dreawms from
the big hiouse up the North Bank, He wanted cveryone to
notice as he glided past putting in his uatly footwork, [ast
culs, kicks and bags of swanky siyle as she maiched him in
cvery move withoul Joosing hersell from hsi trembting grip.

Being the gentleman thit he is the voung Jerry Alric
conducted his pariner back to her scal and her companion

had just called “last orders!". After all a fow pints of Mavis, he then retived 1o the gonts to check in the mirrot

MeEwans best makes o good start 1o a Terpsichorcan
eveing thought he as lic ran his comb through his
Brilliantined ginger locks as a4 last mime check, Blinking
as he slepped into the bright light of the Town Hall from
the blackness of the niglt, lic paid his two and six pence.

that his hair still looked good. It was while he gave an
upward {lick with the comb that e heard Will Dawson ihe
M.C. announcé "THE LANCERS", an encraetic dance with
a good deal of spinning in thescts, when men became
reckless anid swung young girls ol their fect. >>> pll
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>>> continued _"Excuse ME I

~ As Jerry rushed oul and was about 10 say "May [ have the

~ pleasure” a tall broad shouldered chap in a kilt, from the
Scottish side stepped in and swepl her off her feet -
galloping down the hall as Jimmy Shand gave it full blast (o
the tunc of "A Hundred Pipers", causing the [Toor (o vibrate
and throb from dozens of galloping feet.

Shortly before the end of the evening came an old fashioned
Medley followed by one more Polka where once again Malf
Smith came into his own partnered by Betly Davidson from
Peclwell Farm, lcaving cveryone breathicss and glad of a
longer break than wsual before the band struck up for the
last Wallz.

As 1 looked at the photograph 1 got up from my seal and
weni to the bar for another "Broon" and a pint of MeEwans
best for Old Jerry. 1 was just sitting down when he found
the match in his waistcoat pocket as T asked him what
became of that dark haired beauty that he once Gincied: [rom
up North Bank. "WEY", said he as he lit the Woodbine that
Ied {0 a fit of coughing - causing him to break wind in a
rather uncontrollable manner with cach consecutive cough, 1
hoped that Lhe people sitting at the bar didn't think it was
me! "WEY", again said he afier getting over his violenl
disturbance - "She married von gadgy in the Kill. him fa
the Scotch side, he's a Gentleman Farmer yer naa, living
aboot Gretna," :

. . g s .
For a moment their secimed what was like an clernily of
silence as I looked inlo his sad old face,

I could sce his miud rolling back through the years - he
wasi'l here, he was way back in 1949 to the night of the
Jimmy Shand Pance -
this brought back 1o
my mind a pocmn an
old man used to recite
in the days of my
youth.

4 faded invitation card of 1925
What happy memories it evokes,
What happy hours revivel

I hear again the beat of jazz played al its very best; (he
Charlston-and the Black Botiom: (he one-step and the rest.
I' sce again bobbed hair, bandeau and slceveless shimmer-
ing frocks above the knees and silk clad legs, strap-shoes
and ankle socks. . : :

I hear once more ihe melodics that made (hose days
unique:

"When you and | were seventeen” us we "danced check to
cheek”, "My Souvenirs® and "Tea for Twe", “The Blue
Room" and "Girl Friend" and "Byc Bye Blackbird ".

AH, we thought those days wouid never end.

I put the little card away among my souvenirs and think of
all the joys we had in carcfree carly years. And now, Alas,
those days arc gone, Old age has come at last. But il brings
pleasure (o recall those memories of the past.

..... As Old Jerry lifted his glass lo drain it a tear ran
down his check fromn a mwisl cye as hie returned the
photograph to his pocket - and | jus{ sat in silence,

OWLD TAWNY

LANGLEY W.L PIE AND PEAS SUPPER

This was my very first Pic and Peas supper at Langley
WI. T had heard such glowing reports about this annual
event so 1 looked forward 1o a very enjoyable evening.

|

-As T entered the hall and saw all the tables full 1 knew
this cvent was very well supported. The ladics of the WI were
rushing about making sure everyone had their meals served hot, and
with brimming tcapots (o replenish cups. I sal down at the table with
my husband and friend Dorothy and we tucked into a tasty suppcer.
Whe all the clearing away had been done we eagerly awailed for the

entertainment to begin.

I haven't laughed so much for a long while

Eilcen Martin dressed in lad's pear and sporling a flal cap, {realed us
appiituded

all to a humorous Geordie monologue, that was descrvediy
by everyone.

The next spot-featured two of our WI members, Laura Gilhespy and
Francis Wise, they performed an amusing afternoon (ca skelch

featuring local characters. This went down a Lreal.

Our resident auctioncer Maurice Reed was unable (o be present as he
* is recuperating, and was missed for his expertise in disposing of
cakes and homemade biscuits at the end of the night. His place was
taken by our compare who with humour and delermination brought a

successful evening 10 a close.

Thanks were given, and the ladics of Langley W1 had {rivmphed

once again and I lock forward (o the next time,

SEM

as [ did lislening Lo the
rib tickling jokes of comparc Eddie Milligan. The delightful duo
Angela and Wayne had our leet tapping (o their fine accordion
playing. A very poignant moment in their performance was Angela's
own composilion dedicaled to 1he memory of the Lockerbie Disaster.

THE UNSPOKEN WORD

The unspoken word porirays
whal we know to be the trith
captured in innocence through childhouve
it can be both genile and uncouth

The silent emissions themselves
speak oul loud and clear
Telling us in our hearts and nineds,
we feel what vur ears do not want to hear

Sometimes you don't acknowledge
the signals which vou can receive
Because deep down vou kitow it’s very difficult to
wan! 1o helieve
that the information given
ix nol quite precise
something's being held back,
cloaked by a clever disguise

The unspoken word iy so sifent
it can creep up whawares
fike in the pages of a letter
or semeone’s glancing stares

Ihen we necd help or guidance
but are afraid w ask
the unspoken word seneds the message,
assisting with a difficull task

No matter what the situation; pleasing,
surprising, deceiving or the need to share,
if vou listened really hard, vou would know the
unspoken word was there.

You don't abwavs want 10 hear i,
ax i can pul vour instinels 1o the test,
but more often than noi, the unspoken word is
Your j.'['iencl i is there fir the best.

Jacqueline Chilton
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THE O ODDFEILIOWS HMA LI

LICENSED TEA-SHOP - RESTAURANT - GIFTS § CRAFTS SHOP

BED § BREAKFAST ACCOMODATION

Wishing you all a Merry Xmas
and a Happy New Year
from

Anna & Staff '

o
£
"%‘@

“#Open Wed to Sunday until Christmas
& 10am - 9pm |

S

._N :l}y
OPEN OVER CHRISTMAS §“§
“% Boxing Day 26th Dec. It)am - 4pm "ffg
. b

,,, Saturday 27th December 10am - 9pm%
G <
Sunday 28th December 10am - 5pm %‘v

New Years Eve 7pm + peg
¢
5%

BAMMANEES886880004

OUR NEW GIFTS § CRAFTS
SHOP IS FULL OF IDEAL
CHRISTMAS PRESENTS

AND CARDS

I
RESTAURANT

As well as our standard and a la carte
menus we offer

| Xemas Four Course Dinner Menu
£12-50

Six. Course New Jears Lve Dinner Menk
£22-50
Reservations are required for
Xmas & New Year's EBve Dinners

Premises available seven days per weeh ‘

for daytime or evening parties

For bookings please telephone Anna
01434 - 684755 _m

g5 4 B B o B o e B B B B B B B R
R R R A R R A

XMAS Menu - from Ist Dec New Yeur's Eve Menu

Welcome glass of wine

STARTERS
Lentil & Feg Soup
Prawn Cockiail
Pate on Toast
Garlic Mushrooms
MAIN COURSES
Stifton Fillet
Mushroom Bertha
Salimon Tabasco

Glass of Sherrey

STARTERS
Turkev Broth
Curried Pravn Cocktail
[ogu Marie Rose

MAIN COURSES
Traditional Ruast Turkey
Roast Sirfoin of Beef
Roast Lamb

Garlic Mushrooms

DESSERTS
A large selection from the
blackboard

COFFEE
& After-Eights

Cartic Chicken Stiv 1y

DESSERTS
A large selection fiom the
blackboard
CHEESE & BISCUITS+Port
COFFEE
& After-Eights
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ISEANSIEFARCHES]

"Hello" said the Old Bridge (o the New
Bridge."Did you know ils 12 moulhs
since we last had a chal? Mind you 1
must say that in the past year I've had
plenty Lime to relax.”

"Lucky you" remarked NB "dnd how
did that come about? When we do char
you're usually bending my ear about
you working hard to keep the pressure

off me."

"Yes, I know" said OB "and I'n sorry
il you get upsel - bul surcly you've
noticed the nice weather we've had.
I've had no floods to contend with."

“That's all very well with yvou but the
so called nice weather did me no
SJavours whatsoever. The extra traffic
going on for davs oul had my back
red-hot."

"Ob poor you" replied OB with just a
hint of pity, "You should have had a
word with Eileen o get some lotion for

"Now Now" inferrupted NB “Don't
knock Eileen. Her.and her feam have
worked very hard to gel the traffic off
me. Take ihe time when those people
up the road got their Bv-pass - there
was fZileen oul with her leaflets once
_again”

“Yes, Yes, | give her full marks. But |
was only trying io cool the situation”
quipped OB,

"That's OR" said NB, " see the village
got their new houses afier afl."

“Yes, but I think the Turorc before they
began building has given 'the powers
that be' sccond thouglhts about extend-
ing" commenied OB.

“indeed so" replied NB. "You will he
able 10 see the new Chapel. It looks as
if it's going to be a very impressive
buitding."

o>

"It certainly does, and all done so
quickly." said OB.

"It may take longer for the footballers
fo get 'League Stafus™ replicd NB,
with {ongue in check, "IFith all the
activity of Auction Sales, Quizzes,
Hikes, walks eic., and that's just for
the lights! ©

"Oh Ye's's's" was OB's stutlered reply
“But let us look on the bright side.
this may be just the thing to kecp this
village fogether since YOU, and don't
take offence, appeared on the scone”

"You mean to say that [ have fd o

bad influence on the viflage?" said NB)

in an cmotional voice.

"Sorny" said OB "You know | didn't
mean that, but can } say when you
came in I lost my cutwaters lor the
fish but the Otters have returned.”

“"Don't know what vou mean® said NB
"OK. 111 try and explain” said OB.
"The lighis will show the way for the
fish. There's no heavy waler and no
cutwatcrs, The Otlers are there so the
fish will get no furfher thaa the pool
between us, so happy fishing."

"You've got me bear" said NB “flere
comes anather artic, I've gol 1o get
back 1w work"

"Fish in the. pool" nwscd OB, "Wc
could have Heron 'n Trout, Otter 'n
Eel, Salmon 'n ..." bt OB wus
brought out of his reverie as the arlic
claltercd its way over the main strect
manhiales, "Ah well” said OB "Such is
the valediction ..."

"Tatedic whar?" asked the NB.

"Tell you next titne we bave a chat”
lagghed OB."

"Good-night and Merry Chreistmas™

MAGNA

Maths, Sociology, Decoupuge, und Arl

NEW YEAR - NEW COURSES - The coming of the New Year will lierald in o great
many things, and amongst them will be a hosl of classes and groups in the area offering
a wide variety of opporiunitics for locul people.

Those secking 1o improve on their qualilications can do so i two diflerent lunguages -
French and Spuish, at beginners or more advanced Computer skills, as well as in

Craft skills are especially well cutered for, with groups eflering the shanee w do
metalwork, [ly-tying, stick-dressing, upholstery, arls, decoupage, and {lorul urt.

Yoga, squasi, volleyball and badminton groups all help to keep their members happy, 11
and healthy i the New Year, wilh u choral group and wind-band keeping others in wne.
Details on all these groups, venues and costs are available from Haydon Bridge
Higl: School. (Tel: 01434 684422 Fax: 01434 684226)

Farewell to Dr, High

As most of you will by now well
know, Dr. High is leaving the village
after over 30 yeurs living here.

A smal’ tuwlormat farewell buffel sup-
per has been arrniged in St Cuthberts
Church Hall between 7:30pm and Ypm
ot Wednesday 7th January. Dr. High
will be in atiendance,

I you would like to say farcwell (o
your lormer Doctor please fcel Iree o
comce along. It would lelp, if you
intend to stay for o while. to bring
along some linger snacks and u bottle
il you 50 desire.

Hojmust be stressed that this is a
completely mlormal  occaston - 1o
gifls necessary as official preseittations
were made on Dr. High's retirement
party at Langley Castle.

SBM

Proposed Bowling Green

A site Tor a lowr rink avtificial bowling
green s anvailable af Havdon Bridge
High School and funds have been
altocated by Tynednle Council & Hay-
don Parisht Couuncif to malch 2 Na-
tionid Lottery bid for the balance of
the cosis.

Whin is now required is the formation
ol i Outdoor Bowls Club Comumittee
o take the audier forwird to the
construction of the lucility and beyond.
Past elforts 1o get this Commitlee off
the ground have not been successful as
such a body would need at least cight
interesied persons to come forward.

If vou wre interesied in forming o
Comminge,  please conduct  Bill
Howard (084333) and an inaugural
meeting can be arranged at an carly:
date. A luck of response will inevit-
bly result in the  proposal  being
dropped. along with opportunity  of
having this hetlity in Haydon Bridge.

Bill Howard

Get well soun Ladies

Four of the Jadies that [ regalarky megt
at the Saturday collee maruings were
involved in o roud uccident on the
AGY at Heushaw on 261h Novewber,

Good wishes and a speedy recovery o
L Boumuley. M. Johnstone P. Stewart
F. Turnbuldl. Mitch

FREE REFIGERATOR

Five foot fridge. wilh 18" frecze unit
is. available free of charge to the lirst
persoil o ring 084382 and (ake it
away. 1Uis in working order.
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- CHURCHES WORKING TOGETHER

CHURCH
NEWSLETTER

CLERGY MESSAGE
* by Revd Vincent Ashwin

Dear friends

Did you read in the press in November that the Church of
England is dying? Well-known atheist AN Wilson said so in
the Daily Mail, and William Oddie with his famously sharp
pen toid Daily Telegraph readers the same. Meanwhiie, the
vicar of Jesmond, the Revd David Holloway said he would
not accept the newly-appointed bishop, the Right Revd
Martin Wharton; the bishop was unwilling to agree that
being homosexual is a sin that needs repenting of.

That's one side of the picture. The other side is this: The
100 members of the Newcastle Diocesan Synod in November
voted by 93 votes 10 1, with 6 abstentions, to support a
motion: This Synod assures Bishop Martin of a warm
welcome in this diocese, and the support of the clergy and
laity who look forward fo his leadership. The Synod is not a
radical body; our average age is nearly 60; nearly two thirds
are men and women from the pews, not "trendy clergy'.

The Church Times in November reported a sudden increase
in candidates to be trained for full-time ministery in the
Church of England. In 1993, 348 candidates began to train;
by 1996 it was 390; this year it was 441 - with another 490
training for part-time ministry as clergy.

Also, the decline in church members which began 150 (yes!)
years ago, has ended. Peter Brierley, the veteran statistician
who has been analysing church figures for years and years,
reported last month that membership of all Britain's chunches
is not declining now. Average weekly attendance is going
down, there's no question of that. But there is (to quote the
report) a larger church-going community which attends

church only intermittently; it is this that depresses the figures:

(and church leaders).

There are just as many church members. It's just that they
don't go to church so often. This is true of all the chnrches -
for Catholics, Methodists, URC members, Baptists and all of
us who make up the pieces in the Church jigsaw in England.
We can't bs complacent, we shouldn't get depressed either.

Chastians in Haydon Bridge have plenty to celebrate this

Christmas. It is still just as much God's world as it has ever -

teen. There are plenty of chances to worship Him, in both
new and traditional ways. Christmas is when we cclebrate
the fact that God is not remote, but among us.

Have a happy, pésitive and holy Christmas!

etk R

December 1997 and January 1998

AN [INDEPENDENT SUPPLEMENT
TO THE H&%ON NEWS

THE CHURCHES TOGETHER - -
IN FAYDON BRIDGE WISH ALL OUR READERS
A FAPPY AND HOLY CHRISTMAS

(December 21st - 25th)

10.00 - Family Service, Methodist Church-
6.88pm Village Carol Service, St Joha's Church

Christmas Eve
4.00pm Nativity Service, Methodist Church
4.00pm Candle-light Crib Service, St Cuthberf's
-10.00pmo. Carols and Mass, St John's
-11.30pm Midunight Communion, St Cuthbert's

9.30am Christmas Mass, St John's
10.00a1n Family Service, Methodist Church
10.30am Christmas Commumion, St Cuthbert's

3. Rejoice, give thanks,

LIGHT OF THE WORLD.

1. Rejoice! give praise,
Hail once again,
The Wonder-Child
Of Bethiehem.

2. "Rejoice, rejoice,”
The angels sing,
"Behold, ye men,
The infant King."

Worship, adore, .
‘For us He came,
The little Lord.

He will reign for ever.
4 O holy Babe
Of Beihlehem
Light-of-the-World

Shall be Thy name

by Monica



| METHODIST CHURCH AND

| | UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

SERVICES

CALENDAR FOR

ST CUTHBERT'S CHURCH

Dec2nd 7.30 Men's Christian Fellow'p
Mr A Howard.
DPecdrd 230 Women's Own Meeting
Party w Shaftoe Trust Sch

December 7th
10,00 Toy Service - Mr P Eavis
6.0pm  Bible Teaching: Rev D Perkins

December 14th
16.00 Mr A Bird

6.0pm  RevD Arthur

Dec 16th 7.30 Men's Christian F'ship
Christmas meat,

Dec17th 2.30 Women's Own carols

10.60  Family Christmas Service
Rev David Perkins

CHRISTMAS SERVICES -
SEE OVER THE PAGE

Dec 28th
10.00
6.0pm

MrD Hogg
Final service of URC
congregation; Rev D Arihur

Jan 4th
10.00
6.0pm

Jan 11th
10.00
6.0pm

Rev B Cooke :
Bible Teaching; Rev DP

Rev D Perkins (S)
Service with video

Jan 13th 7.30 Men's Christian Fellow'p

Jan 18th
10.00
6.0pm
Jan 35th
10.00
6.0pm

Mr M Knowles
Rev D Thomson

Mr Roger Jones?
to be announced.-

Jan27th 7.30 Men's Christian F'ship
Slide show: Mis E Hargreaves

December 7th 2nd Sunday in Advent
8.00am Holy Communion
10.50am Worship for Ali & Sermon

Wed. 10th7.30 Parish Assesment Group
Thu. 11th 7.30 Parochial Church Council
Sat. 13th 2.00 Winter Fair in church hali

December 14¢h 3rd Sunday in Advent

10.30am Parish Communion & Sermon

Tue. 16th 2.00 Shaftoe School Christingle
Fri. 19th 9.30 & 10.45 Haydon Bridge
High School Carol services.

- December 21st  4th Sunday in Advent -

8.00am  Holy Communion

"10.30am Morning Prayer & Sermon _
Sunday Club for 4-10 year-olds

CHRISTMAS SERVICES -
SEE OVER THE PAGE

December: 28th  Sunday after Christmas
10.30am Parish Communion
4.00pm  Carol Service, Haydon Ol Ch

January 4th The Epiphany of Our Lord
8.00am Holy Communion

1030am Mormning Prayer (Lindsay
Gray)

Jamuary 1ith  Sunday after Epiphany
10.30am Parish Communion

Japuary 18th  Epiphany 2
8.00am Holy Commumnion
10.30am Worship f All {to be confirmed)
January 25th  Epiphany 3
10.30am Parish Communion
and Sunday Club for 4-10s

SERVICES AT ST JOHN OF
'BEVERLEY CATHOLIC
CHURCH

CHRISTMAS SERVICES -
SEE OVER TiE PAGE

Sundays  Mass every week at 9.30
Weekdays Mass most days at 10.00

GUODBYE AND THANK YOU

The United Reformed congregation is
closing down at the end of the year. We -
are all invited to come to the farewell
service on Sunday, December 28th at
6.00pm, when the Rev David Arthur will
preach. This will be a sad time for all the
churches; but the service will be one of
thankspiving for all the the URCs have
contributed to the village over the years.
The Rev Arthur will write the Clergy
Message in the next copy of the Haydon
News.

St Cuthbert's Church are launching a
"Parish Assessment’ in January. The aim
of this will be to see where our sirengths
and weaknesses lie, from the point of view
both of those who come to services and of
the wider community. Two thorough
questionnaires have been prepared, and
these will be given to 80 - 100 people in
the village during January. (We haven't
got the resources to give a survey to ,
everyone!) They will be filled in atony-
mously, and treated confidentially.

When we have the results, we'll publish a
report of our findings. A meeting of all
church members will be called, to work
out priorities from what people have said
in their responses. And a list of priorities
will be drawn up.  So watch this space!

WEWS
FROM THE CHURCHES

. L.

" For many years, the churches have worked

well together in Haydon Bridge. We have
joint services; there is joint youth work; in
the summer we run a joint heliday club
with the Scripture Union; women and men
attend each other's fellowships. We share
this page of the Haydon News, with its
shared calendar and news, and the clergy
message being given by the village's
different clergy in turn,

" In November, the three clergy who will

minister to the three congregations from
1998 onwards met two "ecumenical
officers’ - those asked by the denomin-

‘ations to encourage churches to work

together. We asked, Where shouldwe go
next?

On January 17th there will be a meeting
for church members 0 dream dreams and
share hopes, and 1o see how we can be
more committed to doing together those
things which haven't got to be done
separately. This will be led by Bernadetie
Asling, the newly-appointed Roman :

Catholic ecumenical adviser.

Watch out for details.

St Cuthbert's people wﬂl be mwtcd on
January 11th fo join a scheme to listen to
casseties of the New Testament over a 40-
day period. Cassettes will be for sale.
The initiative is from the Bible Society - a
long-established inter-church agency that
distributes the Bible throughout the world,
including at home,

THE PLUMBERS ARE IN

As the December/January Haydon News
goes to press, the plumbers and
electricians are busy in the new Methadist
Church. The first service will be on
Easter Day, God willing.

Itemns for February church page of the H News fo
Vincent Ashwin at the vicarage by January 18th



HAYDON &

ALLEN VALLEYS MEDICAL NEWS

AGEING

150 years ago only one in six people reached the age of 75.
These days, two thirds of those bormn will reach 75. At
present one fifth of the population is over sixty, by the year
2030 the proportion will be one third. In 1951 there were
three hundred people over 100 years old, by 2031 there will
be about thirty four thousand centenarians.

Old people are going to outnumber children soon. A recent
article in the British Medical Journal reported that the UK
was amongst the leading industrialised nations in the
development of geriatrics as a speciality but there remains a

- great deal to do to prepare for the future.

Whilst death is inevitable, disease is not. There is no single
factor responsible for ageing, several different processes
contribute, including environmental and genetic influences.
The intention of medical science is not merely to increase
life span, which probably has a finite limit of about 120
years because of the ineluctable decay in basic metabolic
chemisiry at the ceflular level (flat battery - in English), but
to decrease the number of years spent with significant
disability. Ideally, everyone should die healthy - in 2 manner
of speaking.

Broad brosh public health strategies probably have more to
offer than other approaches. A
fact that has been demonstrated
beyond doubt in the past in
relation to infectious diseases
like TB. If everyone had a first
class diet and normal weight,
did not smoke, drank in
nioderation, exercised
effectively every day and had
good quality housing, clothing
and heating...but come on, this
is the real world, poverty, poor diet and tobacco shorten the
lives of tens of thousands every year in the UK.

Millennia of evolution have ensured that animals survive
long enough to reproduce successfully - no more. Human
chassis Jife is about thirty years, by which time females, who
survive, will have produced up to twenty offspring and
males will have ceased to be able to compete successfully
for mating precedence. When this basic function is
accomplished our DNA has no further use for us and does
not provide for continued life or function with the same
degree of thoroughneSS We die and decay buf our DNA

lives on - this is the closest approach to unmorsahty that |

science can assure us of.

In Britain the death rate at age 80 is 500 times greater than at
age 20. For common causes of death, such as lung problems,
heart attack, stroke and cancer the difference is ope
thousand. Theories to explain this are many but answers, at
the moment, are incomplete.

There is a world wide effort to address the issues relating to
ageing with the aim of refining plans for coping with the
changes which we will face on our planet in fifty years time
- when our teens and twenties are starting to die in mumbers.
We owe it to our childrer to make the effort to improve
things.

Age Concem is taking a leading role and public opinton will
be sampled widely, from communities, schools and

Bappy Christmas & Pelo
Pear To A Reabers

From

The Partners And Staif
In The Baplon & Allen
alleyg zlma[ tu:e

interested groups. In 1998 fthere is intended to be a large
scale public and gnvenm:entdl debate. It is hoped that 60%
of the population will join in the debate and that 80% will be
at least aware of it. In the year 2000 a final report and
recommencdations will be submitted to govemment. :

Toin in - its your future too. Phone Debate of the Age on
0171 387 7446 or e.mail on <knights@ace.org.uk> or see
the web site <www.age2000.0rg.uk>.

EXERCISE - FOR ALL

I hear goud reports of this exercise stuff - 1 mmust try some
one day.

A New Zealand team has reported excellent results from a
program of regular exercise for elderly women, They
showed a reduction in falls, consequent injuries and
symptoms of dizziness. Muscle strength and balance were
all improved.

The exercises were not arduous and could be accomplished
by anyone in their own homes. Put simply - all joints should
be put through their full range of movement against some
resistance and ordinary activities practised, such as standing
from sitting, walking, stairs and bending to pick things up.

Concenirating on strengthening
| the leg muscles is pasticularly
important for the elderly and can
be partly done while sitting. Pull
toes up bard and then point them
away, tepeat, holding the toes in
either position for a few seconds,
i keep going for two or thiee
| minutes. While sitting in an
| upright chair, straighten one knee

et and hold your lower leg stiffly
out in front of you for up to a minute, then do the same with
the ofher, repeat for ten minutes. Sll sitting in the chair,
press first one calf and then the other back against the chair
leg with all your strength for up to a minute, repeat for ten
minites. Cross your ankles with your legs comfortably
extended in front of you, with one heel on the floor and twist
them agaiust each other so that hitle foe presses against little
toe - twist and relax steadily for five minutes. Simply
practising standing from sitting is valuable too.

A methodical workout for fifieen to twenty minutes each
day would be perfect.

For those who are more mobile and able to undertake
exercise in the usually accepted meaning of the word they
should aim to work hard enough to sweat for twenty to thirty
minutes each day - any form of exercise will do - walking,
running, cycling efe.

GROWING OLD DISGRACEFULLY

What sori of old peaple will today's twenty and thirty
somethings make and what sott of carers will today's
toddlers and teens and their children make? These
generations will have to come to some arrangement soon.

Me? I'm going to have go-faster strips on my Zimmer frame,

wide wheels and a bull bar on my wheel chair, a

turbocharged hearing aid and light weight sports dentures,
Steven Ford.




