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ANDY SHIELD - QUALITY BUTCHERS
4 CHURCH STREET, HAYDON BRIDGE,

FINEST QUALITY LOCAL MEAT & GAME

NOW AVAILABLE - HOME BAKED PIZZAS &! QUICHE
READY FOR YOUR FREEZER
A SELECTION OF QUALITY CHEESES

L. 684 381

)
d

RAILWAY HOTEL
Tel. 684 254

Fresh Cut Sandwiches
also to take away

Lounge Available for Functions

J & M CLARKE
11 Church Street
Haydon Bridge
Tel 684 303
Newspapers, tobacco, toys, games
confectionery, birthday & special
occasion cards, stationery

COFFEE SHOP

HAYDON HAIR
SALON

Church $treet
Haydon Bridge

Tel 684 573 NOW
L&t us make you more beautiful

M. ARMSTRONG

13 Church Street
Haydon Bridge

For fresh fruit and vegetables
Bread and cakes delivered daily
Groceries
Friendly Service

B J YOUNG
JOINERY

Manufacturer of doors, windows,
gates, wardrobes, staircases, ete.

Telford’s Workshop

Haydon Bridge
Tel Hexbam 605289

ERNIE SWINBURN - PHOTOGRAPHY

13 Station Cottages, Haydon Bridge
:  Telephone Hexham 684 439

WEDDINGS: SPECIAIL. OCCASIONS
STUDIC PORTRAITS

Wet Fish Friday 9.00 - 12.00

HAYDON BRIDGE FISH & CHIP SHOP

LUNCH TEATIME AND EVENING
Monday 7.30-11.30
Tuesday CLOSED ALL DAY ) :
Wednesday 11,30-1.30 5.00- 9.00
Thursday 11.30-1.30 5.00 - 900
Friday 11.30-1.30 4.30-12.00
Saturday 11.30-1.30 3.00- 900

Telephone 684289

Hazel Hurst Nurseries
Bardon Mill

for
Shrubs,Bedding Plants,Baskets
Compost,Fertilizers
and all garden supplies.

Tel. Bardon Mill 344 438

HENRY WATSON
& COMPANY
Tel: 684 214

Al cars welcome for M.O.T
Service:Repairs:Crypton Tuning

Gas & Electric Welding

FRIDGE/FREEZER

Commercial and Domestic
Sales and Repairs
CALOR GAS, PROPANE
or BUTANE
Delivery if Required
Cal or Phone
POPLARS CARAVAN PARK

Haydon Bridge Tel.684 427

D. ROBSON

Landscaping, Tidy-ups,
Pointing, Concreting,
Stone-walling,

Trees felledflogged

Light Haulage.
Free Estimates

Telephone 688 936
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HEAVY VEHICLES
en route to

WHINNETLEY

It is within the constitution
of the Friends of Haydon
Bridge to take an interest in
matters of concern to any
section of the community.
One such subject is that of
heavy goods vehicles using
minor roads leading to the
food packaging station at
Whinnetley.

The Committee has been
approached by several resi-
dents who live in Heugh
House Lane and other
points on the route of these

vehicles. Concern has been
expressed regarding the
danger to children, the

noise and the damage to
minor roads totally unsuited
to such heavy vehicles.

The Friends of Haydon
Bridge have therefore been
in communication with Ty-
nedale Council, on this sub-
ject, over a peried of some
monmnths.

We are given to understand
that Tynedale Council is
currently looking into the
problem.

J S Cape
Chairman

LETTER
TO THE EDITOR

May I please appeal to the
person who stole one of my
plant pots from my back
door to return it? These
pots were a Golden Wedding
present from our great
grand daughter so I would
be very grateful to have it
back.

This is not the work of
children as it would be too
heavy for them to carry, but
of older boys who should
have more sense and respect
for pensioners. '

N Reed
5 Langley Gardens

THANKYOUS
Old Haydon News

1 would like to take this
opportunity to thank every-
one who helped me to as-
semble six sets of Haydon
News, covering the last
twelve months of publica-
tion. I am particularly grate-
ful to those who have en-
trusted me with parts of
complete collections bur [
am well aware of the effort
of others who searched
cupboards and drawers to
find those elusive numbers
which seemed to be in espe-
cially short supply.

The collection has been
submitted as our entry for
the Best Village Newsletter
competiion, a  National
event, run by the Country-
man Magazine. The panel

of judges has John Timpson
of the BBC as chairman.

If it seems a bit over ambi-
tious to compete at such a
level T would just point out
that the judges are looking
for the publication which
best serves its community.
With the addition of the
Church Newsletter and the
Health Centre News to our
staple diet of Parish Council
Pickings and genera] Village
information we think we fit
the bill admirably.

Gina Richardson .
Editor ()

1st Haydon Bridge
Scout Group

A big thank-you is owed to
Philip Cousin and the regu-
lars of the Haydon Hotel,
who kindly donated the
proceeds of their New Year’s
Day games to the Scouts.
The event raised over
£30.00 and we hope to help
create as much fun as was
had raising it.

I should also like to take this
opportunity to thank Betty . °
and Maurice for their con- -~
tinued support for our or-
ganisation over the years. [

could not begin to count the
amount of funds we have
been able to raise at events
hosted by them and I am

sure many other groups in

the Village owe them just as
much.

Many Thanks

lan Foster
Group Scout Leader

Page 2




HAYDON NEWS

LANGLEY W1

Members Night at Langley

was a resounding success
due to a varied programme
ranging from Calligraphy to
Speedway. A

The meeting started off with
a demonstration of cake
icing by Mrs Dakers. The
simple art of making flowers
. from icing was then attemp-
ted by .the audience who
found it was not so simple
after all, but great fun.

A talk on Speedway was

) then given by Mrs M Nagel,
/whose son rides for the
Newcastle Diamonds. An
unusual topic - but not
without interest as some
members could recall going
to watch the Diamonds be-
fore the war.

Calligraphy was next on the
agenda and this was ably

demonstrated by Mrs M.

Hopkins, who then invited
members to "try their hand",
which they did with great
enjoyment and varying de-
grees of success.

Member participation fea-
Jtured strongly in this meet-

ing, as befits members

night, but it is anticipated
that this level of involve-

ment will continue in the
March meeting, where the
topie is "Keep Fit".

M Nagel

Haydon Bridge High
School T:fsk Force

CHARITY DAY

Every year the High School
uses the Friday before
Spring Bank Holiday Half
Term for a sppnsored Char-
ity Day. All staff and. pupils
take part in  sponsored
events for the whole day to
raise money largely for local
Charities and organisations
to benefit people in the area.

Last year we raised £2600 of
which £1000 went to the
Yellow Brick :Road appeal,
£400 has gone towards a
bouncy for © Haltwhiste
Swimming Pool, £250 to Dr

Barnardos and £500 to the
Tynedale Hospice at Home

Fund.

The pupils at school are in
the process of deciding
where this year’s money can
80, locally, to benefit many
of us. :

L Philp
Task Force Coqrdinator

7 Rateliffe Road

PORTRAITS

Excellent Portrait drawings in Pencil or Charcoal from £20
Pastels from £40 , Oils from £80

PICTURE MOUNTING AND FRAMING

| Also in stock: Original drawings, prints, etchings, watercolours, oils and |-
pastels. Phone and arrange to visit my studio without obligation

PATRICK SHARP
Telephone 684411.

HAYDON BRIDGE
. RAINBOWS
FUND RAISING

EVENT

TABLE TOP SALE
Saturday 27 March

Community Centre
10.06am

Entrance 10p
Refresilments
~ Tables £5
Telephone

Shirley 684576 or
Valerie 684705

NEXT ISSUE
OF HAYDON NEWS
APRIL 1993
ALL COPY
TO THE EDITOR
14 SHAFTOE STREET
BY 20 MARCH
PLEASE
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HAYDON BRIDGE
HIGH SCHOOL
PTA FUND RAISING
EVENT

ANTIQUES ROADSHOW
FRIDAY 26 MARCH
at 7.30pm
in the VI th form block
at the High School
Entrance Fee £2

Mr Maurice Reed
will act as valuer

First valuation will be
covered by entrance fee
Additional valuations

£2 per item
Tea and biscuits will be
served.

MARCH
(Early 18th Century proverb]
‘Warck borrowed from Averd]
Three days and they were Il
i The first it sall be snaw & sleet
The neist it sall be rain & weer
The fast it sall be ste 4 freeze
Sall gar the birds stick ro the
Lrees”

' HAYDON BRIDGE
SILVER BAND

A "Swap Song"
The Haydon Bridge Silver
Band was founded in about
1870 and performed both in

‘the village and at functions

in the locality until about 15
years ago when the ravages
of time and faflure to attract
new recruits led to the band
ceasing to exist.

In 1969 the Band had be-
come a registered charity
with the objects of advan-
cing appreciation of music,
and the teaching and play-
ing of musical instruments
in the Parish of Haydon and
in the early 1980%s efforts
were made to revive the
band. Unfortunately these

efforts failed and we, the

remaining Trustees, recom-
mend that the Haydon
Bridge Silver Band Associa-
tion be wound up and its
assets allocated to some si-
milar Associatipn which will
use the funds in pursuing
similar objects.

[t is our recommendation
that the remaining assets of
the Haydon fridge Silver
Band be allocated to a:
Haydon Bridge Silver
Band Memorial Fund
to be used to encourage,
foster and aid anyone of the
Parish of Haydpn in musical
pursuits. This fund will be
administered by a committee
consisting of three of the
trustees of the present Hay-
don Bridge Silver Band
Charity, who will be re-
placed by co-option by the
remaining Trustees when
one of them dies, moves

away or for any other rea-
son becomes unavailable,
plus a representative of the
teaching staffs of Shaftoe
Trust Primary . School, Al-
lendale Middle School and
Haydon Bridge High School
together with a representa-
tive, usually the secretary,
of the Shaftoe Trust School
Foundation Charity, making
7 persons in all.

The new Fund will apply for
Charity Status and if this
goes ahead then all the fi-
nancial assets of the Hay-
don Bridge Silver Band will
be passed over, as they now
are consisted, to the new
Haydon Bridge Memorial
Fund Charity.

These proposals will be put
into effect on 31 March
1993 unless we hear of any
objections ro them.

Dr R High,
(on behalf of the Trustees of
the Silver Band )

PARISH COUNCIL
- PICKINGS

26 February Meeting
9 councillors present, no
public participation.

. A long process of attrition

seems at last to have per-
suaded Tynedale Council (at
least) that there is some-
thing very deficient about
the sewerage system. There
is to be a major invest-
igation with a report expec-
ted around June this year
and with the possibility of
any necessary work being
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started in 1994. Interim
measures are to be taken to
deal with sudden excesses of
storm water and monitoring
TV cameras are being in-
stalled to give early warning
of problems. Blockages in
various places have been
found and cleared. Perhaps
this is the beginning of the
end of our troubles.

The new crash barriers on
the Langley bends were
mentioned.  While every-
body agreed they made a
big improvement to safety,
not everybody thought they
looked very nice against the
picturesque background.
The general view is that
they will soon mellow into
obscurity.

The County Council is pre-
paring a traffic manage-
ment scheme to improve the
John Martin Street junction
with the A69.

It was reported that the
Planning Committee has ta-
ken note of the controversy
over the passage of large
trucks to the produce pack-
ing station. The relevant
Council Department is in
dialogue with the
owner.

On the subject of planning
applications generally, there
was a call for the submitted
plans to be more detailed
and informative. No in-
formation, for instance,
other than "brick construc-
tion"” had been required in
relation to the new John
Martin Street Houses, with
the result that the Parish
Council had no opportunity

land-

to register an opinion about
the decorative treatment.
Indeed it was suggested that
Parish Councils needed to
be given more information
than might be necessary for

the Planning Committee it- -

self, in order to enable them
to offer useful comment.

We are trying again to be
tie Best Kept Village.

JPR
THE

THORNGRAFTON
FIND

In August 1837, Thomas
Pattinson and some other
workmen who were extra-
cting stone from an old
quarry in the vicinity of the
Long Stone, pn Barcombe
Hill, made an'amazing dis-
covery.

Hidden in the rock they
found a bronze boat shaped
purse with a lid and spring
lock, containing 63 Roman
coins, three being of gold
and the remainder of silver.
It is thought tpey may have
been secreted there during
Hadrian’s reign when the
quarry provided some of the
stone for the Wall.

Realizing the value of the
find, Thomas Pattinson who
apparently lived in Thorn-
grafton, refused to hand the
coins over to the Duke of
Northumberland, the right-
ful owner. Legal proceed-
ings were taken against Pat-
tinson and a writ of enquiry
of damage in the case of the

Duke of Northumberland v
Thomas Pattinson was. ex-
ecuted at the Anchor Inn,
Haydon Bridge. The jury re-
turned a verdict of £18
damages against Pattinson.

Pattinson stll refused to
give up the coins and left
Northumberland, leaving
them with his brother Wil-
liam. Thomas was impri-
soned for a year in Denbigh-
shire as a debtor in the sum
of £18. He died after leav-
ing prison.

Twenty one years after the
discovery of the coins, John
Clayton of Chesters bought
them from William Pattinson
for "fifty new bright sover-
eigns" and the purse was
lodged in Chesters museum
where it can still be seen.
The  collection  became
known as the 7#horngrafion
Find since the place of dis-
covery was on Thorn-
grafton Common.

Editor’s mote: This story is told
at length in Dr Bruce’s "Homan
Hal/” but we have currently been
reminded of it by Mr W D John-
son of Thorngrafton.

THE ANCHOR HOTEL
AND RESTAURANT
HAYI}ON BRIDGE

Tel: 0434 684227

Bar and Restanrant Meals
available daily

SUNDAY ROASTS
from £3.50 in the bar
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THE PHEASANT SHOOT

From the shelter of the woods they came flying
Over the guns waiting there they fell spinning and dying.
‘Al things bright and beauniil”

Fear adds speed to their wings
But merciless - the gun sings.
Al creatures grear and small”

Broken and helpless they lie where they fall
A dog gathers them up at its master’s call.
AY things wise and wonder{u/”

The sun shines bright on this cruel day
As the gunmen enjoy their destructive ‘play.
"The Lord God made them all”

I watched the slaughter across the field,
Any bird that flew, its fate was sealed.
‘Each litle fower that opens™

I wished I could save those beautiful birds
Their deaths really hurt me beyond all words.
Each ke bird thar sings"”

Their broken bodies gathered into pathetic bunches
While the gunmen relaxed and enjoyed their lunches.
He made their glowing colours"

The woods are silent now, reeling from the shock
Of the guns that spoke death to its resident flock.
He made their tny wings"”

When all had gone home [ walked through the trees
A slight move in a bush brought me to my knees.

I lifred the bird, it did not struggle or fight
Its plumage still beautiful, so smooth and so bright.

Blood came from its beak, it shuddered and died
I locked at its beauty and quietly cried.

The words of that fiymun,
So porgnant and good
Rang hollow and mean
 Through thar sorrowing wood,

Audrée Redman

BUSINESS ACCOUNTS
AND
RETURNS

Prepared for Taxation
purposes
Reasonable fees
W D Johnson FCCA

Telephone 344467

HAYDONIAN W M CLUB

Book now:
Birthdays, Weddings,
Anniversaries,Parties, Meetings_.

Buffet available on request,
room free to members.,

Bingo nighta:
Wednesday & Saturday
8.15 prompt
Come along and bring a friend.

ACCOUNTANCY and
TAXATION SERVICES

Fully qualified
Professional advice
Confidentiality guaranteed

David Armstrong ACA
MAAT ATII

Telephone 684072

PICK PICKERINGS

DIRECT
STONEHALIGH, HEXEAM

For a fine selection of .
quality clothing
at a fair price

MaAlL. ORDER

lists available on
request or
Tel: 0434-230444
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TIME FOR
RENEWAL

SPRING is a time for renewal.
Renewal is a vital, living thing that
can turn the world upside down in
the twinkling of an eye. Such
miracles should not be confined to
the great things but permeate every
aspect of life.

Life is not a static event but a God-
given adventure filled with
op=artunities. Our lLiving of life,

A er, Is often timid and
uncertain: we find life too immense
to cope with. As Eliot wrote at the end
of Prufrock: ‘... Till human voices
wake us, and we drown.’ Our
experience of life is all too often like
that; we are swamped by life and all
that is around us.

Many themes run through the
Christian message, but central is the
working of the Holy Spirit. It is
through the Holy Spirit that we
experience Christ in our dgily lives,
and it is through him that we
experience renewal.

If we look at our gardens then we see
renewal in its return to life in the
spring - we see it as a return of health
and vigour. Although it is inspiring
to see trees in bud and new shoots
developing, the renewal in our
gardens doesn’t stop there - our
gardens go on to produce blooms and
fruit.

The same is true in our lives: renewal
enables us to become what we should
be, it brings about wholeness and
fulfilment. By letting the Holy Spirit
enter into our lives we can move
towards a wholéness that can give us
the confidence to deal with aspects of
our lives that otherwise might
swamp us.

DAVID BRADSHAW

HEALING IS
THEME FOR
PRAYER DAY
‘GOD’'S Peoﬁle: I}nstruments of
Healing’ is the theme for this

year's Women’s W'or"l'd' Day of
Prayer (Frlday 5th March). The

| order of service and- ‘background

materials have been put together
this year by women from
Guatemala in central America.

'As well as the main worship

service, which is{in many places .
a focus for womr,en from all
denominations to meet together, .
there is a children’s service, and
a Bible study on Peter and John
healing the lame man at the
‘Beautiful’ Gate.

FRIDA\? 5 MARCH

WOMENS WORLD
DAY OF PRAYER

2pm at the Methodist Church

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

On the second Wedneidiy-évening
of each month. .we:hold a service
of Prayer at:the Parish- Church
with the special intention of :
pra.ying for thosefwho are ill or
in trouble. Prayers are.also.
sald for the sick at the other'
services of thé! Church.

| - The vicar is’ alwa?a willing 1o

recelve requesitsfor: ‘prayer:
It is helpful.if.thege. requests

.are written down, . ...

You would also ‘he’ most welcome ’

_ to attend the special service

on Wednesda.y },E enings et 7pm.
1 .

FORWARD!

P’lotherlng S\“”‘{“FJ
2lst March
Fam}!\y ELtCAG.J‘LS't
at ‘tbe :
Parish Church

a 1O a.m
/

AT THE PARISH CHURCH

¥ed 3rd March - Ember Day
10am Boly Communion (16862)
7.30pm Parochla.l Church Council

Sun 7th March -~ Lent 2
8am Hely Communiaon {1682)

~}0am The Fucharist (Rite A)
' 6pm United Service at U.R.C.

¥ed 10th March

10 am Holy Communion (1682}
7pm Serwvice of Prayer for those
who are Sick

4 Bible Btudy follows this in
the Methodist School Room

Sun 14th March - Lent 3 .
10am Varish Eucharist (Hite A}
¥ed 17th March - St Patrick
i0am Holy Communion (1663)

7pm Beetle Drive and Pie & Pea
Supper in the Church Hall

Sun_21st March - Mothering Sun.
8am Holy Commpunion (166%2)

10am Family Eucharist

Wed 24th March
10a.m, Holy Communion (1662)

Sun_28th March - Lent 5

10am Parish Eucharist (Rite A)
e gt M

10am Holy Communion (1662)




METHODIST CHAPEIL
DIARY FOR MARCH

March 1st
7.30pm Church Council

March 2nd
7.30pm Men's Pellowship
Speaker Mr Martin Jackson

March 3rd
2.00pm ¥Women's Own

Speaker Rev. Duerdin of
Baltwhistle

March 5th
2.00p.m. Women's Worla
Day of Prayer

. h 6th

"‘Men’'s Fellowship Weekend
7.30pm Concert by Pele Singers
from Ponteland
Chair Mr B Jeckson

¥arch 7th
8.45am Early Communion
- led by Bev David Perkips

10.45am Morning Service
led by Rev J Errington

6.00pm United Evening Service
at U.R.C.

March 10th

7.00pm Service of Prayers for
the 8ick at St. Cuthbert's
followed by Bible Study in
the schoolroom.

March iZth
7.15pm Rally at Lanpley

March 14th
10.45am Morning Service
led by Rev G Forster

£:00pm Evening Communion Service
led by Rev David Fhrklns

March 16th
7.30pm Men's Fellowship
"Bpeaker Mr Brian Japes

March 17th
2.00pm Women's @wn

Speaker Mrs Marsh

20th
7.30pm Concert at Acomb
by Bexham Male Yoice Choir

Maxch 2ist
10.45am Family Service
led by Rev David Perkins

6.00pm Fvening Service
led by Mr B Rohson

March 24th
7.30pm Bible Study in the
‘School Room

March 28th
10.45am Morning Service
led by Mr J Robinson

6.00pm Evening Service
led by Rev J Clemson

March 30th
7.30pm ¥en's Fellowship A.G.M.
speaker Mr Carey

March 31st
2.00pm Women's Owno
Speaker Mrs E Hedley

March 318t —~ April 3rd
Hexham Music and Arts Festival

April 16th-1Bth
Youth Weekend at Seahouses
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PIE AND PEA SUPPER

WEDNESDAY 17th MARCH 1993 ]
7 p.m.
in the Church Hsall

Tickets £1.50

Available from the vicar & churchwardens
Proceeds for Church Funds

- An entertaining evening for ALL ages

FROM THE REGISTERS

Holy Ba Baptlsm
2172763 John Edward MacDonald

- Let the children.come to me,
ffor of such 1§ the Kingdom. of God

' Funerals

- 2/2793  Eric Rimmer-

. We pray for comfort for the

bereaved and. for peace for
the departed;

__ GROUPS _J

These are meetipg on, Thursday .
afternoons and Thursday evenlngs
throughout Lent.. If you ‘would
like to join a- Lent ‘Study Group
contact Mrs Garrow -584324 for
afternoon group or, Dr'Gray 6874437
for evening group

Some people try to clean up the
outside of their lives, when a
spring-clean of the inner is
what's needed.

It’s not what you would do if
you had the means, that
counts it’s what you do with

what you have that matters to

God.

When you str'L.Lg:‘:;’gle.av m the
darkness, don’t forget what you
heard in the Light.

' EAVER
PAM W. 3




HAYDON BRIDGE HEALTH CENTRE

INHAVNES

" WARK FOREST EDGE

MELKRIDGE HAYDON BRIDGE WARDEN _

CATTON

A FRIENDLY WELCOME - SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS -
WELL PERSON CLINICS -

FAMILY PLANNING -

CHILDREN’S PLAY ROOM -
CHILD HEALTH CLINIC -

DISPENSING

YELLOW FEVER CENTRE

ALL WRAPPED UP

I know it’s winter but-

The inventiveness of garment manufacturers,
the dictates of fashion and personal comfort all
combine to encase the human form in so many
layers of clothes that examination of the
person within can take a great deal of time.
Hat, scarf, outer waterproof coat, inner warm
coat, jacket, jumper, cardigan, shirt, braces,
tie, vests 1, 2 and 3 - and that’s just the
blokes! The variety of undergarments worn by
women seems fo enlarge with every season -
Paris and Madonna have a lot to answer for.
S “psly - it would be a great help if, when
¥o.dave cause to attend the surgery, you could
arrange the layers for ease of access. If you
have a chest infection then we shall want to
listen to your chest or if you have a pain in a
foot then we shall want to see the foot. The
surgery is kept at tropical temperatures because
people regularly need to be undressed - there is
no fear of feeling cold. If you wish to make
use of a spare room to shed a layer or two
before seeing the doctor or murse you are most
welcome to do so and likewise afterwards we
can always make a room available for you fo
get all the layers back on again.

HEALTH PROMOTION

As I mentioned last year it's all charige again
in the way that GPs operate. There are now
three bands to the health promotion system
with two “Chronic Disease Management”
or ;Zs, asthma and diabetes.

We-delieve that we are already doing all of the
required things and will therefore have to
simply prove that we are doing so. In fact the
new guidelines are pitched some distance below
what we are already doing but we intend to
maintain the present high level of activity.

The only difference which yor may notice is
that if you have not been seen for some time,
are not a new patient within the last three years
or have not yet come to a well person check
we may ask you a list of questions when we
see you and do a few simple measurements Jike
height, weight and blood pressure. The three
bands cover smoking, blood pressure and other
risk factors for coronary heart disease, strokes,
alcohol, exercise and diet.

FUNDHOLPING

As the plans for Fundholding advance I shail
try to keep you up to date. At present we have
made au application for the three practices
together (Allendale, Bellingham and HB). If we

are accepted we shall spend this year
collecting information to gauge the size of
fund we shall need.
The fund is intended to cover certain non-
emergency hospital consultations and
admissions - especially surgical, drog costs
and staff costs. Allendale and HB are already,
this year, piloting the purchasng of
community nursing, in other words we are
ahead of existing Fundholders on this item
as all Fundholders will be required to add
this to their purchasing from 1994. We may
have a single central office at FIB where a
new member of staff will operate the fund
and the associated contracts.
You may have seen in the papers that some
Fundholders made a “profit” while others
went “bust”. Both terms are misleading.
Because the scheme is new and so little time
was available for those who were in at the
start to get it right, some were given sums
of money too large or small a0d in addition
some hospitals were unable to send out bills
fast or accurately emough. These sort of
problems should be less by the time we are
up and running. All three practices. are
economical in their prescribing dlready and
prudent in their referral policies.
S0 what are the pofential benefits? May 1
make it quite clear that none of the doctors
or members of staff receive any direct or
indirect financial benefit. We shall be able
to negotiate on your behalf to get fast and
effective treatment at a wider variety of
hospitals. We shall be able to cut waiting
times and insist on certain standards of care.
RY RGERY .
We had the loan of a gadget to treat warts
ete. recently. It certainly seemed useful, the
rep even treated a skin tag for me so [ can
truthfully say that 1 get some of my own
medicine occasionally. We now discover
that Bellingham already has a gadget of it’s
own and this is one of the areas where we
shall pool resources. If all three of the
associated practices make use of common
resources we improve treatment availability
and cost effectiveness,

FAMILY PLANNING

We are one of the pilot practices for the
distribution of FREE__CONDOMS (for
three months - so far!). Those needing
supplies should see a doctor or murse. In
order to find out how the scheme is being

used we shall ask one or two questions
for an anonymous record.

To streamline our FP services we are
setting up a special session on the 2and
and 4th Tuesdays of each month between
3.30 and 6.45 with Mary and Karen (both
FP traived) and myself (FP certificated).
This is for new and existing users. We
hope that this will prove useful. FP
advice is available in normal surgery
times as well.

I bave rewritten the eighteen page practice
brochure for pill users, anyone wanting a
copy is welcome. It is aimed at school
age users but has plenty of advice forall.
We have attracted quite a lot of people
requiring FP advice who are not patients
of the practice. You are free to see any
GP for FP advice.

A HUGE SUCCESS! :

Our “Help with Smoking™ evening was a
success with all attending seeming to be
keen to have a go at stopping smoking.
We wish them well and will give
continuing support to their efforts. The
patches seem popular and helpful.

May we help YOU too? Just ask!
WHICH FOREST?

Concemn has been expressed about the
geographical size of the practice and our
ability to get to someone in an
emergency. Checking an Ordnance Survey
map, 1 find that what I thought was the
Kielder Forest edge is in fact the Wark
Forest edge - my apologies. The two
forests seem to run together so there is
the potential for confusion.

The FHSA brochure about
Nortoiumberland health services shows
that we cover the smallest area in the
county. We agree that having patients a
long way away is a bad idea and don’t do
it - see oufline map in the title section
above. The most distant patients of
neighbouring practices who retain some
patients in HB are beyond Blanchland,
Riding Mill, Low Row and Woodbum.
We are a small, rapidly responding
practice, striving to offer the best in al]
areas of personal healthcare to our own
local community, We have only a handful
of patients outside the practice boundary.

SF.

| Small is Beautiful. |




