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Advertisers for
their continued
support

 ANDY SHIELD - QUALITY BUTCHERS .
4 CHURCH STREET, HAYDONBRIDGE, TEL 684 381 |
FINEST QUALITY LOCAL MEAT & GAME

NOW AVAILABLE - HOME BAKED BREAD, PIZZAS, QUICHE
HOME COOKED READY FOR YOUR FREEZER

FRESH NORTH SHIELDS FISHDELIVERED
A SELECTION OF QUALITY CHEESES

RAILWAY HOTEL

Tel. 684 254
Bar Meals Daily
Fresh Cut Sandwiches
also to take away

Lounge Available for Functions

J &M CLARKE

11 Church Sireet
Haydon Bridge
Tel 684 303
Newspapers, tobacco, toys, games,
confectionery, birthday & special

HAYDON HAIR

SALON
Church Street
HaydonBridge
Tel 684 573 NOW

M. ARMSTRONG
13 Church Street
Haydon Bridge

For fresh fruit and vegetables
Bread and cakes delivered daily

Manufacturer of doors, windows,
gates, wardrobes, staircases, etc.

Telford’s Workshop
Haydon Bridge
Tel Hexham 605239

occasion cards,stationery. Groceries
Let us make you more beautiful Friendly service
COFFEESHOP .
B.J. YOUNG ERNIE SWINBURN - PHOTOGRAPHY
JOINERY

3 Station Cottages, Hayddn Bridge
Telephone: Haydon Bridge 684 489

WEDDINGS: SPECIAL OCCASIONS
STUDIO PORTRAITS

THE FISH SHOP

LUNCH TEA EVENING Hazel Hurst Nurseries
Monday - - 730-1200 :
Tuesday CLOSED ALLDAY e Bardon Mill
Wednesday  11.30-1.30 . 7.30 - 12.00 for
Thursday 11.30-1.30 - 7.30-12.00 Shrubs, Bedding Plants, Baskets,
Friday 11.30-1.30 4.30-6.00 7.30-12.00 Compost, Fertilizers and all garden
Saturday 11.30- 1.30 - 7.30-12.00 supplies.
Sunday CLOSED ALLDAY Tel Bardon Mill 344 438
Wet Fish: Friday 9.00 - 2.00
FRIDGE/FREEZER DROBSON
HENRY WATSON Commercial and Domestic Landscaping, Tidy-ups,
& COMPANY A Lsgllis é‘:‘é 1})‘;1{’2‘)‘11;5 Pointing, Concreting,
Tel. 684 214 or BUTANE ANE Stone-walling, Trees
All cz?rs wel.co.me for M.O.T. Call or phone anytime felled/logged, Light Hau!l-
Service: Repairs: Crypton Tuning Delivery if Required age.
. .| POPLARSCARAVANPARK Freeestimates.
Gas and Electric Welding| " g, 4on Bridge Tel 684 427 Telephone 688930

!
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FRIENDS OF
HAYDON

BRIDGE

"ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING 1990 '

The Annual General
Meeting was held on 15
October. Three non-
Committee members at-
tended and two were
promptly elected to fill
vacangcies. The newmem-
bers are Mrs Parslow, and
" Dr Garner. T
The Chairman, Mr J
Cape, reported as follows:
The Haydon News has
been published on a regu-
lar basis throughout the
year - the printing having
been done more recently
by David Black with John
Richardson preparing the
draft. Marion Howard has
continued to serve as
Editor pending a suitable
volunteer for the job com-
ing forward. Efforts are
being made to sell the
. printing machine which
has broken down and
would cost a considerable
amount to put back in
working order.

© A representative of the-

Friends has attended
each parish council meet-
ing and has prepared a
report for inclusion in the
Haydon News.

The contributions re-
ceived from advertisers
together with subsecrip-
tions from a small num-
ber of recipients of the
- Haydon News have pro-

vided sufficient income to
pay the printing costs.
Money from collection
boxes in the two
Newsagents has also
helped.

My thanks to all members
of the Committee for their
help and support during
the year, particularly
those associated with the
production and distribu-
tion of the Haydon News.
Particular thanks are
also due to the Secretary

- ‘and Treasurer.

HAYDON
BRIDGE W I

At the October meeting
members realised just
what the post-codes on
our letters mean.

The Royal Mail Customer
Care Service sent Mr Jim
Pettigrew to give a talk
supported by a video film,
on what happens to our
letters, once posted, until
they reach their destina-
tion.

You were left in no doubt
that correctly post-coded
letters receive first prior-
ity, while incomplete
codes or non-coded let-
ters were left till last.

The vast amount of “junk
mail” received does earn
the Royal Mail an income,
thus keeping the cost of
our postage stamps
down.

He then answered many
questions from the audi-

-Road.

ence who did appreciate
a good mail service,
When asked if we were
satisfied with our post-
men, it was a universal
‘yes’.

A competition and a cup
of tea completed an en-
joyable evening.

The next meeting of Ha-
ydon Bridge W I will be
on November 12th at
7.0 pm in the Commu-
nity Centre, Ratcliffe
New members
are invited to come )
along, where they willbe
warmly welcomed. This
meeting will be a “Pie
and Peas’ supper, fol-
lowed by a talk, ‘Orien-
tal Medley’ by Mrs Helen
Hall.
Notices regarding W 1
events are always dis-
played in both our
Newsagents’ windows.
P E Smith
Secretary

atidsd

CK'S TAXT.
+CONTRACTS*
“+AIRPORTS*
SWEDDINGS#
DISTANCE NO OBJECT
FOR PROMPT SERVICE
PHONE
HOME - 0434 688997
MOBILE 0860 877692
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LAND'S END
TO JOHN O’
GROATS

CYCLE RIDE

‘Where shall we go for a
holiday next year?” Well,
to cut a long story short,
this typical pre-Christ-
mas poser and the flip-
pant suggestion it gener-
ated gradually took root,
and by April this year I
was tentatively hooked.
You can see what his
suggestion was. Not
everyone's choice. Infact,
most people thought we
were somewhat short of
the proverbial full shil-
ling. (Thought....?) Work
considerations dictated
that we took the holiday
in May/June, so a mad
dash ensued, planning
routes (my job), organis-
ing transport there and
back (his job) and gener-
ally putting things in or-

~ der.

May 25 found us haring
off to Heaton - one has to
start somewhere - at the
crack of dawn. With the
dog boarded and the car
garaged at Mike's par-
ents’ home, all we had to
do was to load up and
cycle to Newcastle Cen-
tral Station, whence we
would catch a train to
Penzance. Despite my

_ determined effort to ditch

our packed lunch in a
Jesmond gutter, we made
it. Nowevery cyclisthas a
British Rail story to tell,

some of which can be
hugely entertaining, oth-
ers positively blood-cur-
dling. Suffice it to say that

it took us a total of 6 tele-

phone cails and two visits
totalling nearly two hours
to get bikes and riders
booked to Penzance. (We
didn’t know how we'd get
home again - BR hadn't
the relevant information
computerised at the time,
and all we could get from
them was, ‘.you must
book your bike on every
train’. We had to catch
three fo get home again,
and their regulations pre-
cluded booking the first
one. We couldn’t assimi-
late this contradiction, so
we trusted to the winds
and hoped we'd get home
somehow.)

After 8 hours of imposed
inactivity and conse-
quently ossified joints, we
managed toland in a heap
on Penzance platform.
On the verge of an adven-
ture! Whatever it
brought, we would have to
grin and bear and val-
iantly overcome! Aching,
we got on our bikes and
wobbled the few miles to
Land’s End Disillusion
No 1! Rose=tinted spec-
tacles had dreamed of
dramatie cliffs, wheeling

.seabirds and flaming

sunsets. Reality was a
grotesque Taj Mahal-type
cafeteria complete with
its own one-way traffic
system.  The flaming
sunset was a grey murk

and the off-shore wind
was bitter after the com-
fortof the train. Thuddled
with the bikes behind an
embankment while Mike
went for a better view and
a photo to prove wed
really been there. We
hurried to the St Just
youth hostel to get
warmed again, surprised
to find lots of cyclists
there. Surely they
weren't all doing the End-
toEnd? We were really
puzzled when the warden
warned us that some
would be getting up ‘..at
about 4 in the morning.
They're doing three
hundred, y,see.” Ah. We
didn’t see at all but felt
that requesting elucida-
tion would make us loock
stupid. What was a 300?
‘We discovered at break-
fast' that those already
departed were cycling
180 miles - 300km - that
day. Suitably impressed
and appropriately
guashed, we embarked
on our own 50 mile day.

I'm not terribly well trav-
elled, and have hitherto
harboured the illusion
that the North of England
is where the hills are. Let
me assure any of like
mind that this is not the
case. Cornwall and De-
von are surprisingly hilly
- steeply so. (I'd also
imagined every road to be
packed bumper to
bumper with traffic, so
the quiet lames were a
delight.) Pride forbids one
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to get off and push these
days, so welumbered up
those Cornish coastal
roads on our laden bikes
in bottom gear. We must
have had downbhills too,
but the prevailing south-
westerly on which I had
counted had metamor-
phosed into a very stiff
east wind, so the downs
seemed negligible.
the sun shone and the
scenery was lovely. We
~ staggered into our desti-
nation, Newquay, to find
it literally swarming with
Beetles. 1 mean the VW
variety. Apparently, with
the surfing champion-
ships that weekend. there
was also a customised car
rally. They were every-
where - a new dimension
to the idea of a Beetle
Drive! We loved
Newquay's cliffs, though,
even if in my memory they
will always reverberate
with the sound of revving
engines.
Qur next day took us up -
yes up - to Boscastle. The
hard work of the first day
" had left us painfully stiff,
and what with the wind
and the hills, I regret to
say I missed some of the
~scenery. Lunch on the
banks of the river Camel
revitalised however, and
we were sufficiently re-
covered by the time we
reached Tintagel to pour
scorn on its touristy im-
age and to resist the exor-
bitant entrance fees to the
castle and the pictur-

But

esque Old Post Office.
Boscastle was something
different though, and we
spent much time walking
its lovely harbour area
and superb cliffs.

After Boscastle we headed
further inland and, once
we'd climbed out of Bos-
castle, the going was eas-
ier. Instow, just north of
Bideford in Devon was our
hostel bed for the night, so
we decided to leave the
leafy lanes and have alook
at Bideford. It turned out
not to be the place to go to
on a Bank Holiday after-
noon, being loud, littered
and drunken. We felt it
wasn't our scene, being
too muc¢h of a culture
shock, and beat a hasty
retreat. Just as well, for
we hadn't made advance
bocking at Instow - the girl
checking in after us got

the last bed.......... to be
continued.

1906

1 was born in the Railway

Hotel, Haydon Bridge, in
1906. My father’s name
was John Lawrence Dick-
inson, tenant to the pub,
but was also assistant
overseer to William J
Morrison, Assessor and
Collector of income tax.

It was in 1922, just four
years after the 1914-18
war that Iwent to live with
relatives in Canada,
which has been my home
ever since, but I never

forgot.

Haydon Bridge and the
people 1 knew - the
tradesmen, businesses,
shops etc - people who
lived and made their Liv-
ing in Haydon Bridge in
1906. My mother kept all
the records of daily
events; it was her hobby
as at that time life was
lived in our own little
narrow strip of village life,
and we had our scrap
book.

I'would like to take you all
back in time to 1906 over
the next few issues of the
Haydon News (that is, if
the Editor in his or her
wisdom thinks this wor-
thy) for I got a longing in
my bones to see my dear
old wvillage, Haydon
Bridge, once again. You
see, lam now 84 years old
and two years ago re-
turned to Haydon Bridge
and stayed with a relative
for one month (it is by
means of her that when I
write I send these notes to
pass on to Haydon News).
She has an old person's
cottage in the village, and
very nice at that.

In 1922, when I'was a boy
of fifteen just before I left
my beloved valley, I rode
everywhere on an old
bike, meeting my swect-
heart of sweet sixteen in
secret amongst the sweet
meadows behind Esp Hill.
She wept when I left for
Canada and both swore
our love until I came back
tomake her my own sweet
bride - alas, it never was;
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I married and had a
family - but she never did
marry and my heart
thumped with that old,
old love for her when I saw
at a distance those clear
hazel eyes and hair that
hung yellow as the corn-
field down her back, now
white as snow. I turned
very shy - fancy that, a
silly old man of 82 being
shy - but how I longed to
hold her again. You see,
there is living in the vil-
lage left to remember our
young romance, and even
my younger relative does
not know, although she
knows Miss — — who lives
on the other side of the
bridge. Next time I come
over it will be different.
Watch out for a wedding
in the old chapel of St
Cuthbert's.

But first let me tell you of
my joy when my plane
landed at Prestwick, then
getting a bus to Carlisle
(My! what a change in
that city). I stayed over-
night in the Crown and
Mitre hotel, then after a
good old English break-
fast of bacon and eggs, I
wandered down Botcher-
gate and bought a good
strong bike at Halfords
(you see, 1 can’t drive a
car, and -wanted to take
up where I left off - ON A
BIKE). What joy to pedal
the English roads again,
but my! aren’t they busy,
and what strange looks I
got off anumber of drivers
- well, we can't all be 82

years old. As I pedalled
into Haydon Bridge is was

. getting  dark....... BUT 1

WAS BACK! The Tyne
was still running, I
couldn’t see it, but I could
hear it and I was pleased.
“I was back” even if it was
in the dark. I compli-
mented myself for doing
the journey so well.
“Doggone it!, mah damn’d
ole bones creaked, but I
made it”"......... Yes, at 821
made it.

After a weepy reunion
with my relative, her and
I talked long after supper
over a glowing fire and
after a few whiskies I was
lost to the world......back
asleep as a child of my
youth in the Railway Ho-
tel.

Now that reminds me,
first I must tell you about
the pubs of 1906.........

(To be continued)
PARISH
COUNCIL

PICKINGS

Meeting of 25 October
1990

8 Councillors present.

- To have the grass at the

West End mown by the
Tynedale Services Or-
ganisation is going to cost
£44 a time, and it was
suggested that somebody
in the village who hap-
pens to have the appro-
priate equipment might

be glad to do it for less.
There is still some doubt
whether the surface has
been sufficiently im-
proved for the machinery
to operate.

The grass between the
trees north of the church
is nobody’s responsibil-
ity: suggestions how this
small area can be tidied
upwill be discussed at the
next meeting.

The cheapest metal seats
cost about £250 each,
and even then, though
they are less liable to cas-
ual damage, are not likely
to be proof against deter-
mined attack. Further
research will be done on
the available designs;
meanwhile, provision will
be made for some expen-
diture on replacing seats
in next year's estimates.
The High School sixth
form has said it would
like to talk to the Chair-
man about the suggestion
that pupils are respon-
sible tor some of the dam-
age.

People in Martin's Close
are still worried about
some cars going too
quickly, although things
have improved since the
Football Club put up
warning notices. The of-
fenders are almost cer-
tainly people from outside
the village who do not re-
alise the danger to chil-
dren. A request is to be
made for at least one
hump in the road to en-
force a slower pace. The
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same children are also
thought to be at risk of
falling into the river, be-
cause they use the river-
side footpath to get to
school. The Highway Au-
thority is to be asked to
provide a short stretch of
railings where the path
passes under the bridge.
The West End Garage site
has been cleared and
there is outline planning
permission for five dwell-
ings and seven-and-a-
half cars.

Don't get up too early on
Sunday November 11th.
The level crossing is
closed until 9.30 am.
Apology: Last month’s
report stopped short be-
fore it could record our
sincere apologies to Mrs
Brown at No 1 Hordley
Acres about a comment
on the state of her garden
wall. The reference
should have been to the
first house at the other
end. Sorry.

HEALTE
EDUCATION
MEETING

Wednesday 7th Novem-
ber at 7.0 pm in the
Health Centre
Subject - TRANSPLANT
SURGERY
- what is involved, for

recipient and donor?

- what can be achieved,
now and in the future?

- what does it cost, and
can we afford it?

Speaker - LYN HORT,
Clinical Nurse Specialist
who works for the Trans-
plant Unit at the Freeman
Hospital, counselling re-
cipients and donors and
furthering publicity to the
public about Transplant
Surgery. '

Please notify the Health
Centre if you wish to at-
tend. Numbers limited so
apply early.

Drs High and Ford

OUR VILLAGE

Continued

Having a Fire Brigade was
one thing, devising a fire
alarm was quite another.
The age of cunning elec-
tronic devices housed in
the pocket had not yet ar-
rived. The Council gave
this problem long and
careful deliberation. Not
surprisingly they came
up with the idea of a bell.
For had not the church
bells rung out for national
alarms and national re-
jolcing for centuries? A
bell on a pole seemed the
answer. They paid

.£2.15s.6d for everything

except the pole. Pre-
sumably for a bell and a
rope. But where to erect
the bell? Now our village
lies on both banks of the
South Tyne, linked to-
gether by the umbilical
cord of the old stone
bridge, and still is, except
that we now have a sec-
ond, a mere infant com-
pared with the ancient

edifice which has defied,
and at times succumbed
to the violence of the un-
predictable Tyne. Sucha
central position known to
and within hearing of all,
could not be ignored, So
the bell on its pole was
duly erected at the north
end of the bridge, but
within months the Coun-
cil was considering re-
moving the alarm which
in fact they did. The pole
was taken down, sawn in
lengths and stored away -
with the bell. The dis-
memberment of the pole
was surely a measure of
the finality of their deci-
sion.

The reason for this light-
ning reversal of policy is
not far to seek. Firstly,
the bell was an irresistible
temptation to mischie-
vous boys. Secondly, the
bell had a nasty habit of
ringing in a strong wind,
giving rise to numerous
false alarms even to rous-
ing members of the Bri-
gade from their slumbers.
There was yet another .
reason for alarm’s igno-
minious end: the doctor
was the implacable en-
emy of the Parish Council
and seems never to have
let slip a single opportu-
nity of having a dig at the
Council. The vagaries of
the alarm provided him
with just the right sort of
ammunition.,

Scathingly he wrote, “I
understand the Parish
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Council to offer for sale
. Big Ben the fire bell which
rings for a gale but not for
afire, and is anuisance to
all and sundry who may
'reside near. I offer 7s.6d
for the pole, but I suggest
- which is far better - that
it should be divided
‘among the members of
the Council and a charge
made to defray the origi-
nal cost.” Or again, on
another occasion when
rather annoyed that a let-
ter of his had notbeen an-
swered, he slyly added
“probably the tragic re-
moval of Big Ben may
have upset everything.”
(To be continued)

IMAGINE

Imagine if you had no
home
Nowhere o go
Nowhere to sleep
God! Doesn't it make
you weep.

Famine in Ethiopia,
Drought in Sudan:
Imagine it stopped.
It's hard to imagine,
When they can't even
build a dam.

Imagine if there were no
hostages,

Then Terry Waite would
be free.

~ Mandela wouldn't have
been locked in a cellar
And we wouldn’t have to
pay a fee.

Imagine a world
Where everyone's equal.
Anyone can live any-
where.

No more fighting thy
neighbour,
No more war.
Peace for everything and
everyone
For ever eternally.

Imagine if there was no
school

“Yeah" I hear you shout,
“that’'s cool.”
What a fool!

Imagine if there was no
war,

No fighting for your
rights, ‘
No racism movements,
Everyone’s alike.

Imagine no Gulf,
Imagine no crisis,
Imagine peace -
Imagine the end.

Kerry Parker

REMEMBRANCE

Those attending the Par-
ish Church onn Remem-
brance Sunday will be
pleased to see the Royal
British Legion standards
freshly displayed with
new brackets.

1 appealed previously

~ through these columns to

the Parish to fund this
essentially Haydon en-
deavour.

Donations were magnifi-
cently headed by the
Friends of Haydon Bridge
who subscribed nearly
half the required amount,
others contributed most
generously for which the
Legion is most grateful. A
small balancing sum was
added by the Hexham
Branch.

T A Bates, Chairman,

" Hexham Branch.

Secure long-term storage needed for small
van. Owner in Australia. Reasonable rent
offered. Telephone 684 298.

BLACK INK DRINTING }

Artwork, Dersonal & Business Drinting

DRINTED NOTEPADER FOR CHRISTMAS?
Sensible prices without obligation and door fo door
service at no extra cost

Haydon Bre (0434) 684 650
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A SCUDAMORE W & M MARSH J. P. WESTALL
43 Ratcliffe Road &
ANCHOR GARAGE Haydon Bridge SON
All makes of car repaired and serviced Newsagent Plumbing & Heating'
Body and Paint Spraying & Engineers :
All makes of Exhaust Supplied and Fitted Tobacconist Now offer power jetting & f
Crypton Tuning and M.O.T. Testing Confectionery a 24 hour drain clearance
& service
Telephone Haydon Bridge 684 345 General Dealer Telephone Hexham 602740
D. CHARLTON SPAR JAKE FORSTER | G. JACKSON
Slater & General 4 John Martin Street
B for JOINER
uidaer . PAINTER will be happy to quote for |
For all household Groceries, CtOOked Meats, & windows, doors, tables,
etc, .
maintenance, roof repairs, DECORATOR kitchens, porches etc.
gutt.ering,. po-inting, MomSat 01;1:.1:- “opam. GL AZ]};‘:R or simply repairs
exterior painting, etc., Sundsy 10am.-2pm. | Over20yearsinTrade| 1, sio0ckof Seasoned
Estimates free "t'.p.m. -9pm. English Hardwood Available
. Off-licence Telephone Telephone
Telephone Mon-Sat 8§ am.-9p.m.
684 505 Sunday Noon - 2 p.m, 684 519 684 487
Come in for a drink at the HAYDON CARPET & GARY
ANTIQUES CLEANING
S&N BEERS Paintings, Clocks, Pottery Decorator
& Old Furniture ALSO (Time-Served Tradesman)
BAR MEALS _ CAR VALETING Painting
2 Shaftoe Street MACHINE AVAILABLE p hanei
Parties catered for and Haydon Bndge FORHIRE aper- ) angmg
bookings taken Tele ph one FREEESTIMATES Graml.ng
Telephone 684 200 o Free Estimates
684 468 for immediate cash offers TEL 684575 AFTER 6PM 684 648

LIVING -

SOUND "

DISCO

ROADSHOW
Parties, Weddings,
Special Occasions
Competitive Rates

Tel. Haydon Bridge

684 594 Ask For Simon
684 642 Ask For Alan

and Headaches
plus other

PETER J. LOMAX, LL.B., Dip. Soc.,, D.C.
Member of the British Chlropractlc Association -
Private Consultations at H.B. Health Centre - Hexham - Newcastle
for Spinal and Related Complaints
e.g. Back and Neck Pain, Leg, Shoulder-Arm Pain,

joint problems such as knee, ankle and elbow pain
Telephone (091) 281 3711 for Appointments & Enquiries

Typesetting by Black Ink Drinting, llaydon Bridge, Hexham 7 (0434) 684 650




