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FIVE of Northumberland County Council s six Area Commit~
tees still have surplus funds to distribute as part of this years
Small Grants Scheme. { Tynedale is one of them }

The Small Grants scheme is open to any voluntary or community
group based in Northumberland, which is properly constituted
with a bank account, providing thelx main achwtg is to ﬂ:xe
benefit of theirlocality. ~ = -~

Applications forms for Small Grants awards are available from
Tracy Hollan, Chairman’s Office, Northamberland County
Council, County Hall, Morpeth NEGI 2FF. Tel: 01670
533004. The final deadline for submitting application forms is
14 February 2003. Applications should be made at least 12
weeks before a funded activity is due to take place.
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‘The Friends of Haydon Bridge’
SATURDAY 22"” FEBRUARY 2003
7.00pm. - 9.66pm,
Community Centre

Book of tickets only 50p
each sesston of 5 games.

Free Tea & Coffee at half time
RAFFLE
All age groups are most
welcome to attend.
The evening will be hosted by:
Pauline - Sylvia

Chiris Sim is the caller
50% of the proceeds to:

‘St Cuthbert’s Playgroup’

. The Editor HAYDON NEWS contributions to:
- Wheelsteads :
ﬁ‘:ﬁi"ﬁﬁﬁ : ~J & M-CLARKE ~ | | ~ W. & M MARSH %
td
NE47 64S (Newsagent) (A‘Vert:sqgent)
Tel: 01 434 688 871  Church Strect Ratcliffe Road CO-OP LATE SHOP
or Ratcliffe Road
Newsdhaydon@aol.com
 PRIZE BINGO “THE FRIENDS OF HAYDON BRIDGE’

Organised by Formal Committee Meetings are held at 7.30pm on the MONDAY before the fourth

THURSDAY of each month at The Community Centre, Haydon Bridge.

{ The General Public is welcome at the first part of every meding.)
Any items for discussion must be notified in writing to the Chairman one week in advance of the
meeting so that Committes mombers can be advised, enabling worthwhile discussion to take
place. The Chairman will then advise the person concerned of the right to attend.

EDITORIAL POLICY OF THE HAYDON NEWS

The editorial policy of the Haydon News is ultimately the responsibility of the
Commitiee of the ‘Friends of Haydon Bridge’ , although day-to-day responsibility is
-delegated to the Editorial Committee of the Haydon News. Our intention is always to
ensure that the comtent of the Hupdon News is as fair and factually correct as
possible. Any complaints concerning editorial policy should be addressed in writing
to the Chairman of the ‘Friends of Haydon Bridge’, and will be considered by and
receive a formal response from the Committee of the ‘Friends of Haydon Bridge*.
Complaints other than those made above will not be entertained.

The Editorial Committee reserves the right to decide which letters are to be published,
and to alter or shorten letters when necessary. Anonymous letters will NOT he
published. A nom-de-plume may be used provided that the Editorial Committee has
been advised of the writer’s name and address.

Charles Thomas, (Chairman)
South View, Heugh House Lane,
Haydon Bridge, NE47 6ND
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Committee of the ‘Friends of Haydon Bridge’

- Charies Thomas { Chairman )
Elena Parkin (Secretary)
i Paulifie Tulip™ ~~Sylvia Mitchell ~ -
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Mike Parkin { Viee Chairman )
Richard Snowdon (Editor)
Jacqueline Qutterside

Alastair Bowen (Treasurer)
" ‘Louis Parkin
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW LOOK

You will have noticed that yvour Haydos News has had a
face lift with the aim of making it easier to read and more
entertaining (7). Now there’s g subjective comment if ever 1
Saw one.

Some familiar sections have been given a revamp and, gradu-
ally, new ones are beginning to appear. These changes will
roli out in the course of the coming weeks and it is hoped
that you'lt like them. Credit must go 1o Matcolm Hogg and
Tony Petts who assisted me greatly in putting together the
front cover. Thanks fellas.

As already stated, the Haydon News is yours so feedback
would be very much appreciated. Indeed, contributions from
other groups, or individuals would be most welcome. 1 find
it heartening to be included on the e-mailing list of Northum-
berland County and Tynedzle District Councils who provide
up-to-date Press Releases. Some don’t really apply to us
hereabouts but you will find one or two inside this issue
which keep us informed of the wider picture. Well done

Haydon Bridge High School! See page 9. Also, T have included
& copy of the e-mail I received from BT when I asked when, or
if, Broadband would be available in Haydon Bridge. See page
11, and page 19 for the latest number of people who have regis-
tered their interest.

Please drop me a line at the address on the facing page or leave a
message on the ‘phone if there is anything you want to say and
which you feel the wider community might welcome. And don’t
forget that there are three drop-off points in the village.

Some things won’t change so we are still the best place for news
that affects YOU, highlighting YOUR issues and the events thai
shape YOUR life. The Haydon News is YOUR voice ~ so
please, use it.

Richard A D Snewdon { Editor )

Just in:
See STOP PRESS on facing page

HAYDON PARISH COUNCIL NOTES
Meeting held Thursday 23™ January 2003

Haydon Bridge Community Centre

6. Church Street (HER scheme}).

Present:  Six Councillors, Parish Clerk
and three members of the Public.

Apologies were offered for four Coun-
cillors.

Public Participation: 1. The new
riverside gauging station had been
completed and the site left in a very
tidy condition and thanks shouid go to
the contractors responsible. ¥t's a
shame the same could not be said for
the entrance to the site.

2, Continuing concerns raised at the
amount of water cascading through the
Cemetery. The place is like a quagmire
and surely there must be a burst water
_ pipe coutributing to this state of things.

Clir, Smith indicated that he would in-
vestigate.

3. It appears that one of the bollards
on Church Street has been knocked
down. The remaining stump near the
archway to the Co-op is dangerous.
Perhaps the rest could be knocked
down!! '

4. €Church Street residents informed
the Council that workmen had had the
road up last Sunday in two or three

places. Is there stil! work to be com-
pleted?

Matters Avising from the previcus
meeting in December.

1. Ciir Fletcher has approached the
Environment Agency who are keento
have a sort of Neighbourhood Waich
Scheme for Flooding. More dialogue
is needed between the agencies in-
volved.

2, The underpass has had its first coat
of paint and the task force are to return
fo complete the job on 25 January.
CHrs mentioned that someone has al-
ready scribbled on the new paint!

3. The “Z fer 1” vouchers scheme is
still operating and interested folk
should take notice of the advert in John
Clarkes {(Newsagent) window.

4. Work to repair the barriers at the
Oid Bridge has yet to happen. TDC
are to be urged to complete,

5. The road to Fourstones. Does
anyone know when it likely to be re-
opened to traffic? Getting to be a bit
of a bind having to detour via the A69.

Clle Philp reported that various out-
standing issues are being addressed.
Notably the damaged pavors at the
Methodist Church.  Also the old Post
Office corner is finished but concerns
are now being expressed at the overali
state of the road surface on Church
Street. It’s a bit like a patchwork quilt.

The question of possible reductions in
Water Rates for residents is being
looked at a-fresh. There should be
some recognition of the fact that resi-
dents were faced with great inconven-
ience whilst work was being carried out
on behalf of Northumbrian Water.

7. The A69 Task Group - Clir Smith
ag spokesperson - is 1o present a writ-
ten report in March outlining its find-
ings.

In conjunction with that, the Parish
Clerk had written to Alistair Darling
(Department of Transporty asking if it
would be possibie to consider an earlier
start than what has been suggesied.

A letter of reply had been received
from Peter Atkinson, MP, and which
the Clerk read out. Briefly the letter
said that there would be further consul-
fation and a further enquiry would be
held. This caused a few raised eye-
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brows, Will the Bypass actually go
ahead? We'll believe it when the first
vehicle uses it.

ClIr Smith urged everyone to get hold

~ of and complete an “A69 Route Man-
‘agement - Strategy” leaflet — copies

available from the Co-op — and send it
back to the Highways Agency before
31 Janunary. Please complete one as it
is only by the Agency being bombarded
with replies that things happen.

8. Martins Close residents seem quite
happy with the traffic calming measures
proposed as Cllrs have reported.

9. The litter bin in the lay-by outside
the cemetery having been burat out will
be replaced at some stage.

10. How abont a larger litter bin
outside the Co-op? The Clerk has

written to TDC who reply that they |

will monitor the situation on a daily
basis {?)

11. Inappropriate vehicle parking at
the junction of Lands End with Haydon
bridge to Langley road still causing a
problem despite written notices being
displayed. Should it continue the Po-
lice will be told.

12, Consuliants have been to look at
the area outside the Co-op where it is
likely that bollards, or indeed a barrier,
will beerected. Some folk are con-
cerned that should a barner be put up,
difficuities will ensue for those wishing
to cross the road. However, this might
not influence things because there is a
perfectly good underpass which can,
and should be used!

At this stage Cllrs accepted that the
Minutes were in order.

Tynedale Couneil Minutes: Clir
Smith reported that not a great deal
had occurred lately except that TDC is
required to sound out the feelings of

the populace with regard to having a -

referendum on the setting up of Re-
gional Assembly. This must be done by
the end of February 2003. TDC feel
that by advertising in the Hexham
Courant on three successive weeks the
populace will be informed and also
have the opportunity to reply using the
form supplied.

Cllr Smith continued by saying that
whilst TDC are ‘pushing’ for the Hay-

_ don Bridge Bypass they are becoming

increasingly concerned at the problems
cansed by Dog Fouling. Initiatives to
get supplies of ‘Scobp-the-Poop” bags
into local shops for dog owners to have

" will be tried. These bags are not so

bulky as the more commonly used plas-
tic bags. These shopping bags take up
more space in the dog bins than these
proper ones, which have caused prob-
lems over overflowing bins.

The Dog Warden’s van will also be
clearly marked, he will have a camera
to record the problems and, of course,
the power to enforce the law. Perhaps
if one or two dog owners were prose-
cuted for allowing their dog to foul in
public places then everyone else might
get the message that such actions are
unacceptable.

Highways:

The Langley road is in a bad state cur-
rently and ditches by the roadside are
not always able to cope with the
amount of water flowing down the
road.

Recent bad, icy weather had led to
problems throughont the village. Little
gritting had occurred and there seemed
to be a shortage of bins sited at crucial
points where grit could be stored.

. i.ighting:

Cllr Smith-raised the issue of lighting at
the junction of the Hexham to Alston
road with the Carts Bog Langley road.
This is a staggered junction and is dan-
gerous. He feels that 2 light is needed
here to indicate to road users that the
Hexham Alston road has priority.
There have been cases where confusion
has prevailed resulting in accidents.
Also he feels that the "Give Way’ signs
should be illuminated.

Planning Applications:

Only one had been received recently
and it was for Innerhaugh. A recom-
mendation that the profiles of six
dwellings be changed. The Chair had
felt that the proposals were fine,

Correspondence:

The Clerk has received a great deal of

correspondence over the last month
and proceeded to read out each one.
Some don’t impinge too much but Clirs
were keen to siress that one should be
looked at in greater detail by everyone
if they can afford the time. Tt is the
“Draft Map of Registered Common

: - Land and Open Country”

Cllr Smith is to study this closer then to

put it in the Library for public viewing
early in the week beginning 27 January.

Village Projects:

Concerns expressed on amount of dog
muck in and around the Parish. More
responsible ownership is needed. See
earlier comments.

There is a growing problem with chew-
ing gum littering the paths. Removal
by high-pressure water jets could spoil
the recently laid stones. How do we
get the message over not to litter?

RADS

Date / Time of next meeting:
27" February 2003 at 7.30pm
Venue:

Haydon Bridge Community Centre

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Held on the 4 Thursday of each month,

The meeting is usually held in the}
Community Centre but occasionally
goes elsewhere. The notice board,

" |next to the Butcher’s shop on Church

Street always shows the likely agenda
for each meeting and the venue.

The General Public is very welcome at
the first part of every meeting. Have
your say — Brickbats and Bouguets!!

PARISH COUNCILLORS

Mr. E JFaulks (Chairman)
M. D Charlton 634 505
Mrs. E Charlton 684 565
Mrs. V Fletcher 6388 872

Mus. E Garrow 684 324

Mrs, L Gilhespy 684 632

Mr. S Mitchell 684980 *

Mr. M Parkin = 634 340

Mrs. L Philp

Mr. D Smith 684 480 *

Mr. T Stephenson

* also a Tynedale District Councillor
PARISH CLERK

Mrs. C McGivern 688 020
E-mail: carolemegivern@aol.com
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HISTORICAL N{)'I'Eﬁé OF HAYDON BRIDGE — Dennis Telford

I hope that you were able to enjoy
Christinas and that 2003 will prove to
be @ happy end successfil year for
you all.

More of our houses have been be-
decked with Christmas lights and deco-
rations than for many years. Just like
the window boxes and flower displays
in the Spring and Summer, they make
our village wonderfully attractive. A
fine display and thanks are due to those
residents who have taken the trouble
and expense {0 brighten our streets,

P'm surprised that there are those who
frown on the Christmas Festival and
“cannot wait until it's over”. Maybe
they haven’t had the pleasure of seeing
the joy on the faces of our village chil-
dren, looking wide-eyed at the brightly
packsged toys and sweets in John and
Maurgen Clarke’s shop window. Or
was the look of excitement, on the
faces of the young window shoppers, in
anticipation of receiving one of the sea-
sonal Newcastle United calendars on
Christmas morning??

For those who no longer appreciate the
wonder of Christmas time, § can rec-
ommend the Christmas Eve Crib Serv-
ice and the Combined Churches’ Carol
Service in Haydon Bridge. They are
guaranteed to raise the spirits of young
and old and this year there was a real
baby in the crib — Jane Collier from
Woaodbing Cottage.

Memories of Christmases past are so
clear in my own mind and it will be no
differem for today’s children, when

they look back in years to come. Ex-

cept that it won’t be a laced up leather
football that they will be drooling over!

Preparations for us started during the
last weeks of term at Shaftoe Trust
School, when we made and coloured
simple paper decorations and stream-
ers. They were pinned to the walls and
ceilings in the classrooms and the hail
and adorned a Christmas tree cut from
the plantation.

The classroom partitions were opened,
to extend the hall in readiness for our
Christmas Party. We locked forward
to the day with great excitement,

For Junior schooi parties, boys and
girls were paired up by our teachers.
Harry, John, David and Jeff hand in
hand with Linda, Lorna, Margaret and

Dorothy perhaps! When we were eleven
years old and in the Seniors, we were al-
lowed our own choice of partners and
tightly folded notes were passed secretly
between boys and girls during tessons.

We made friendships with other - young
people from across Northumberland who
had chosen, or had been selected, to attend
Haydon Bridge School following the Grad-
ing Exam. Andy Brown, [an Ledgerwood,
Derek Nuthall, Bryce Rennison, David
Renton, Richard Taylor, Ann Anderson,
Gillian Baynes, Judith Brodie, Marianne

Little, Elaine Thompson .... T could go on. .

Dancing replaced party games as our pre-
ferred entertainment.  Not because we

- were skilled on the dance floor, far from it,

but we were allowed 1o hold the girls
closer than we had ever dared beforet

When we broke up for the school holidays
then it was time to go carol singing, or
guising. The cold night air echoed to
groups of young Havdonians singing from
door to door. As far as I remember, we
wigre usually warmly welcomed by the resi-
dents, There were exceptions but the
word soon spread and we avoided those
houses.

Most young people in the village went to
Sunday School in the 1940’s and 1950°s.
At the Catholic Church, St. Cuthbert’s,
Congregational or Methodist Chapels. We
knew all the words to the popular carols
and were expected to sing one or two
verses before receiving a handiul of coins
and a Christmas greeting in return. Occa-
sionally we dared to enter one of the vil-
lage pubs to sing “Good King Wenceslas™.
This would have been frowned upon at
home but the financial return was worth
taking the risk.

There were times when the carol singers
were encourage 10 go inside the village
houses to sing to the residents. For many
of us, Miss Telfer had besn: our first school
teacher. A lovely lady, she lived in the
School House at the West end of Shaftoe
Terrace and young carol singers never
passed her doar without being invited in to
sing to her. There were those who would
lose their merve just as we crossed the
threshold and they made 8 quick dash
down the school bank. For those who
stayed the reward was & mince pie, a glass
of ginger wine and a generous contribution
1o our collection.

When the singing was over for the night

the ‘gang’ returned to our ‘camp’ in
the garden shed and, by the flickering
light of a candle waxed precariously to
the bottom of an up-ended bucket, the
pennies and ha’pennies were shared
between us. We were more than satis-
fied if we had enough money to buy a
guarter of bullets each at Mrs Barron’s,
Elsie Watson's, Bobby Todd’s or
Harding’s across the bridge.

On Christmas moming the Haydon
Bridge Silver Band played carols
around the village. Lance Spooner,
Ned Davidson and Anderson Robinson
carried wooden collecting boxes to
each house, wishing everyone a
“Happy Christmas "

On the south side of the river, pot dolls
in their prams, bikes and bogies,
sledges and six-guns were paraded on
John Martin Street, Martin's Close and
Whittis Hill. Best of alf though, my
real Jeather caser! Over a hundred
goals must have been scored that
Christmas moming as a dozen or more
of us chased my football back and for-
ward from the old Fire Station to Fitz-

gerald’s garage.

Christmas dinner was a time when par-
ents, grandparents, aunts, uncles and
cousins joined together and exchanged
presents. The gifts purchased were
only those which could be afforded,
perhaps from money put away monthly
through a savings scheme.

Willi'm Waugh kept a grand selection
of hats, gloves and footwear, upstairs
at the Co-op. Jeff Marshall remembers
his first pair of leather football boots as
a Christmas present from Willi’'m’s em-
porium. One lady who has lived in
Haydon Bridge all her life was de-
lighted with a pair of leather fashion
boots from the Co-op, given as a
Christmas present by her admiring hus-
band. She wasn’t quite so happy at the
half year end mind, when she received a
bill for them. ‘Rene did get her divi-
dend though!!

Lottie Gladstone on Church Street had
hankies, scarves and wool of all col-
ours. Tom Clemitson kept brass and
black leaded companion sets, Tum-
bull’s sold slippers and shiny black
boots displayed under a large sign ad-
vertising ‘Cherry Blossom®’. Ifit wasa
jigsaw, crayons or a blow football
game you were locking for, then Rob-
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_.. ert Harding’s was the shop_to visit.

_ Dinky toys or a new bell for the bike
could be found at Dave Jean’s and the
foot of the Christras stocking would
be filled with apples and oranges from
Joe (wiggy) Armstrong’s. Our Chem-
ist Jinnie Dinning (nee Anderson) pro-
vided toiletries and bottles of Stout or
Brandy packaged in plain brown paper.
For medicinal purposes only you un-
derstand!!

Once the wrapping paper had been
carefully removed from the presents,
was folded and put to one side to be
used again the next year, the Telford’s
sat down to eat in the family home,
“Tyne View” on John Martin Street.

We usually had a large goose from one
of our local farms. Probably the best
value for money given that there were
eleven brothers and sisters and more
that twenty of my closest relatives
would sit down together around the
dining table. In homes throughout the
village the main course was just as
likely to have been a chicken, beef or
pork from the store butchers on
Shaftoe Street or Fraok Storey’s on
Ratcliffe Road.

_ .. The early welcome to Santa Claus, the .

moming’s exertions and the excesses of
Christmas dinner, plum pudding and
mince pies took their toll and the adults
struggled to stay awake to lister to the
King or Queen’'s Message at three
o’clock on the Home Service.

We were left to fill up our hand-made
wooden farm yards and forts with lead
animals and soldiers, amuse ourselves
making fascinating patterns through a
kaleidoscope or do our best to conquer
the mystedes of a wooden solitaire
board with hazel nuts as counters.

The wood and coal fire roared in the
grate as stagecoaches on snow-covered
lonnins and Victorian ladies in large
bonnets and fulsome dresses, looked
down on us from cards on the matle
shelf,

The only event which occasionally al-
tered the anmual Christmas ritual of
which [ have such fond memories, was
a football maich at St. James’ Park.
Until 1957 games were played on
Christmas Days. In the 1951 — 1952
season for example, Newcastle United
played four matches in seven days over
the Christmas and New Year period,
including Sunderland home and away

_on Christmas Day and Boxing Day.

These two games aitracted 116,000
spectators.

After tea we sat around our grandad’s
large armchair and listened to his end-
less stories of times past. How I wish 1
had been more diligent in writing
down his memories.

William Ridley Telford was bomn in
1872 in Haydon Bridge and T was fasci-
nated by his tales as a young boy at
Christmas, when the River Tyne was
frozen over for many weeks and the
villagers had bonfires on the ice, while
children played games and skated.

My own research suggests that this
may have been in 1878 when granddad
was six years old and the Tyne valley
was in the grip of & particularly hard
frost. Or perhaps in 1886, when he
was fourteen years old and on 21* De-
cember, 35° of frost was recorded in
Tynedale. Eight years later on 7" Janu-
ary 1894, there was 38° of frost in
Haydon Bridge. Could we manage
that today without ceniral heating?

The frozen River Tyne and its tributar-
ies were also a great attraction to us as
youngsters. We got our thrills by dar-
ing to cross the solid ice, without fear
of danger. Until one year that is, when
Alec Robinson, ‘sheriff’ for the day of
the Martin’s Close ‘posse’ ventured
onto a frozen Pandon Pool and the ice
gave way with a loud crack. Alec had
the good sense to hang onto the buit of
his toy rifte and was pulled from the icy
waters of the pool by the barrel. Ice
covered pools and rivers were treated

. with much greater respect by the

‘gang’ after that incident,

My granddad used to tell me that we
were fortunate to have two weeks holi-
day from school at Christmas time be-
cause his father had only two or three
days. Idon’t doubt his word, however,
it is clear from Mr. Coombes’ research
(Shaftoe Trust- School .. published
1981) that it in the late 18% century
there were two vacation in the year at
Shaftoe Trust School. ""Three weeks at

Chrisimas and five weeks in July and .

August”.

Interestingly, a manuscript exists writ-
ten by Thomas Arkle of Cambo which
tells us that in the early 1800’s in coun-

. try places, it was the custom for the

children to be allowed ‘days of play’ at
Christmas. The children were allowed

to attend horse racings and cockfights!
The Chronicler of our own local history
of the time, William Lee, informs us
that “When the barbarous amusement
of cackfighting was greatly in vogue,.
this sport was held on a green by the
riverside a little to the east of the An-
chor Inn”.

In my grandad’s early years, agreement
was reached by the Haydon Bridge
business commwnity to close their
premises for two days holiday over
Christmas. In 1876, shortly after mid-
night on Christmas morning, the Primi-
tive Methodist’s choir under the leader-
ship of J.B.Smithson paraded our vil-
lage strects singing carols and anthems
until dawn broke. They then returned
to their Chapel for breakfast before
leaving by horse and trap and horse and
cart to continue their singing at Wood-
hall, Elrington, Esp hill and the Lees.
The Mill Hills, Haydon, Chesterwood
and Peelwell. In the meantime the
Haydon Bridge Temperance Society
held their yearly Tea Party in the Odd
Fellows Hall, while the Haydon Bridge
Brags Band promenaded the streets
under the leadership of J.Hetherington.

When my granddad was skating on the
Tyne in 1878, there were two buichers
on the north side of the river preparing
for Christmas. Mrs Cowing, later to
trade under her son’s name, Thomas
Blakey Cowing and Ralph Pickering,
‘Butcher and Bacon Dealer’. I have a
record of their Christmas offerings.

“Mrs Cowing exhibited three splendid
shorthorn heifers selected from the
stalls of JE.Auburn of Lipwood Well
and Matt Ridley of Peelwell, Mutfon
Jrom G.Armstrong of Bradiey Hall and
an excellent supply of pickled tongues.
Mr Pickering exhibited beef of two
heifers of rare quality from My Long-
horn of East Mill Hiils, prime biack-
Jaced mutton, Cumberland dairy-fed
pork and a good supply of poultry”

Matt Ridley of Peetwell was my great,
great grandfather.

We are fortunate to have the “West
Mill Hills’ butchers on Church Street
today, providing attractive cuts of meat
displayed in pristine conditions, when
so many small family retail businesses
are closing. Thomas and his Staff pre-
pared for Christmas 2002 just as our
village butchers did before them one
hundred and twenty four years ago.
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Only the slaughterhouse at the rear of [ have started a New Year with memories

the butheer’s premises and the sawdust
on the shop floor are missing,

of Christmases past, but I must close these
‘hotes’ row.

My grandson,Jack, is calling, he wanis
1o show me a present he got from
Samta Clous. A Newcastle United cal-
endar for 200311

CORRESPONDENCE

FLOODING
AT HAYDON BRIDGE

The notes of the Parisk Council Meet-
ing, as reported in the Hapdon News,
expressed concern relative fo the ef-
fects of flooding by the river. There is
nothing new about this and, indeed, the
risks appear to be much less than they
were in days gone by. I can recall 40
years ago the river coming up into my
garden at Brigwood and the water
coming into the bus step as it
‘ploughed’ through the river flood at
Whitechapel (it didn't do much good to
the sawmill there}.

William Lee in his History of Haydon
Bridge' cites numerous examples of
flooding ie:- :

17 November 1771 - A great flood
early this morning, It flowed over the
whaole village, which obliged the men,
with women and children on their
backs, to wade almost up to their neck
to the Grammar School (Shaftoe
Trust ) where they found sanctuary.
The inhabitants of the north side found
shelter at Broomhill (beside the cricket
fleld) no houses being nearer the village
at that time. This was reputedly the
greatest flood of all time and John Mul-
caster of Langley Smelt Mill in his
poem, 'The Inundation of the Tyne'
wrote,

The rivers soon their bounds outswell'd
" Tyne kept no more his native bed
By banks and weirs in vain repell'd

He desolation round them spread.

Despite the chaos no lives appear to
have been lost.

10 March 1782 There was a heavy fall
of snow and next moming a very heavy
rain which raised the river higher than
anyone ever remembered. (memories
must have been short in those days!)

29 December 1815 A great flood in
the Tyne.

24 Julv 1829 Haydon Bridge and
neighbourhood was visited by a tre-
mendous thunderstorm. The lightning
was awfully grand and continued from

3 o'clock in the afternoon until near 8 in
the evening. The Low Hall Bum rose to a
fearful height (nothing new there then).
Low Hali bridge was covered with water
to a great depth. The Post Office and sev-
eral coftages near it were completely inun-
dated and the inhabitants suffered severe
loss. Ratph Heslop, letter carrier, saved
himself by wading up the street from the
Post Office to the Anchor Inn, nearly up to
his neck in waier (the Post Office was then
on the south side). His mother who kept
the Post Office had a narrow escape from
drowning. It appears she had got onto the
top of a coalhouse for safety but, the water
rising very fast, she would have been
washed off in a very short time, when
some of the villagers seeing her, got her
from the perilous situatton at the risk of
their own lives. The oldest inhabitant could
never remember witnessing such a thunder-
storm,

7 Fuly 1852 A violent thunderstorm visited
Haydon Bridge with such a deluge of rain
as has seldom been witnessed in the vil-
lage, the streets being completely flooded.
The water came flooding down some fields
totally flooding Califomia Gardens with the
road leading down to them being totally
impassable (at Low Stublick there was
scarcely & drop of rain and the sheep clip-
ping was never interrupted).

16 July 1866 At about 3 o'clock in the af-
ternoon a storm raged, with great fury, for
half an hour, Rain and hail poured down in
torrents, the hailstones being as large as
marbles. The streets were flooded with
water.

Although, some years ago, there was con-
siderable opposition to it the gravel extrac-
tion which took place beside Martin's
Close. It meant that the water when the
river was in flood could move away from
the bridge area in a vastly increased flow
thus reducing the risk of flooding to the
inhabited areas.

So, there is nothing new and no doubt, na-
ture in irs usual way will exact its revenge
as I don't think that globat warming could
be blamed in those earlier days!

W. Veitch

HAYDON BRIDGE
WAR MEMORIAL

For the past two years my husband and
I have been researching the soldiers
who died during the Great War and
who are commemorated on the village
war memorial. We intend to launch a
web site dedicated to the memorial and
those who died. This will include bio-
graphical details as well as photographs
of the soldiers and their gravestones.
We recognise that not everyone has
access to the internet and therefore in-
tend to make a copy of the information
available somewhere in the village.

We were very fortiunate to obtain cop-
ies of the soldiers photographs dis-
played in the Community Centre. We
have supplemented these with informa-
tion obtained by reviewing contempo-
rary copies of the Hexham Courant,
This provided us with both additional
photographs and some biographical
details in the form of obituaries printed
at the time of death. We have also vis-
ited all bar three of the individual sol-
diers gravesites.

We would like to establish contact with
anyone who may have additional infor-
mation they would like us to use. We
know how precious family photographs
are and would immediately copy and
return any which were lent to us, If
anyone would like to obtain copies of
the information and photographs we
already hold on a particular soldier we
would be bappy to oblige.

Although at present we are concenirat-
ing on the Great War we are also inter-
ested in any information on the soldiers
commemorated from World War 1. It
is our intention to include similar infor-
mation on these men at some time in
the future.

Contact: Pam and Ken Linge,
Drystones, Hengh House Lane,
Haydon Bridge.
Telephone: 01 434 684 050,
email: pam@klinge.demon.co.uk,
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ANOTHER WAY TO STOP
SMOKING

Christimas was not far away and the
little girl was staying for the night with
her grandparents.

When, late at night, the grandmother
looked into her room she was still
awake,

When asked why she couldn't sleep she
replied "Nanna, why don't you stop
smoking?"

The grandmother replied "I will try to
stop after Christmas".

The little girl’s reply to this was “But
what happens if you die before
then?"

The grandmother had previously tried,
by various means, to stop smoking -
unsuccessfitlly — but was so affected by
the conversation that, from that night
10 years ago she has never had another
cigarette,

This is a frue story.
W. Veitch

Greer, Emily I.’anson, Georgina Robley,
Nichola Ord.

PIANIST: Alison Armstrong.
LIGHTS: Peter Davey.

INTRODUCTION, OVERHEAD OP-
ERATION & CLOSING PRAYERS:
Rev. David Hasson.

Members from each Church helped dress
the children and supervised various groups
as the Christmas Scene in the stable un-
folded. '

A plate was left at the door for donations
to the National Children’s Homes.

The total given was £120 and has since
been sent to the NCH.

Many thanks to all the children for making
this so enjoyable and to everyone for sup-
porting this very special service.

Kathleen Armsirong -

NATIVITY SERVICE

This year it was the turn of the Meth-
odist Church to host the Christmas Eve
Nativity Service which involved chil-
dren from all three Churches in the vil-
lage.

The Church was packed as the young
ones acted out the Christmas Story in
rather a different way using a produc-
tion called “The Grumpy Sheep”

Children taking part were as follows:

ANGELS: Beth Kennedy, Lucy Col-
lier, Emily Stevenson, Isla Jones,
Yvonne Davy.

GRUMPY SHEEP: Ben Thornhill.

Otleers in his flock: Lois Arthur,
Emilia Collier.

SHEPHERD: Joe Thornhill,

KINGS: Jason Bowman, David Davy,
Charlotte Kennedy.

MARY: Morag Stone.
JOSEPH: Trevor Davy.

BABY JESUS: Played so sweetly by
real live Baby Jane Collier.

READERS:  Phillipa & Matthew

YL

Tunedale

Lol
L o b H L 1L

PLANTING THE SEEDS FOR
NORTHUMBRIA IN BLOOM
Residents and businesses across Northum-
bria are busy preparing for the launch of
this year’s prestigious Northumbria in
Bloom competition, which will be held in

Hexham in March.

And as the host of this year’s contest,
Tynedale Council is urging people in the
district’s towns and villages to get in quick

by submitting applications before the end
of January.

Sponsored by Newcastle Building Society,
the Northumbria in Bleom competition has
eleven categories, catering for each place
size, from smaft villages, through to large
cities. And in each category, there will also
be a number of minor awards, including
best student gardener, most attractive front
garden and best retail area or business
park. This year the Northumbria in Bloom
organisers hope that the popular competi-
tion will capture the imagination of even
more people across the region, leadingto a
record number of entries.

The judges of the competition will be look-
ing for the combined efforts of the local
authority, local community and local com-
merce that demonstrate overall floral im-

pact and landscaping, attractive bed-
ding displays, hanging baskets and
planters, bright and tidy front gardens
and well maintained open spaces. They
will also be looking for participation
from the commercial, industrial and
voluntary sectors as well as environ-
mental improvement and conservation
projects and work by schools,

A trophy will be awarded to the best
entry in each category and a number of
winners will be put forward to the na-
tional Brtain in Bloom competition.
Selected national winners will be en-
tered into the European ‘Enfente Flo-
rale’,

Tynedale Council looks after the plant-
ing in Tynedale’s parks, on round-
abouts and verges, in cemeteries and:
other locations in Hexham, Haltwhistle
and Prudhoe. Applications to enter the
competition are to be made through
town and parish councils and the coun-
cil is offering support and advice to
individuals and groups applying.

Councillor Mrs Audrey Hutchinson
from Tynedale Council, said:
“Northumbria in Bloom encowrages
everyone fo take responsibility for
looking after the local environment. It
promotes commurily spirit, enthusiasm
and pride in the local community and
helps to make it a better place for resi-
dents, tourists, businesses and poten-
tial employers. To be successful, all
sections of the local community should
be involved emd we 'd like fo encourage
everyvone to join in. "

Mrs Kenneth Clark, chairman of North-
umbria in Bloom added: “The North-
umbria in Bloom committee is de-
lighted that the inaugural meeting for
the 2003 competition will be held in
Hexham on the 10" March. With the
help of local committees, many towns
and villages have been transformed by
displays of plants and flowers to the
benefit of the whole community”.

“Most importantly, the growing num-
ber of participants in Northumbria in
Bloom has increased awareness of the
competition overall and boosted ithe
rumber of visitors to the region. Con-
sequently we welcome as many eniries
as possible this year.”

Tynedale produced a number of award
winners last year, with Hexham, Hal-
whistle and Melkridge all receiving
awards of merit, Further awards went
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to Hexham Youth Initiative which won
best voluntary project for the Hydro
Garden at Queen Elizabeth High
School; to Betty Smith for loyal service
by an individual and to Ashcroft Guest
House in Haltwhistle in the best indi-
vidual commercial premises category,

The Northumbria in Bloom competi-
tion also encompasses a children’s
painting competition.  Children are
asked to paint flowers and plants repre-
senting months of the year in seven dif-
ferent categories. The winning paint-
ings will be depicted in a calendar on
sale from the end of June,

For more information on Northumbria
in Bloom or to obtain an entry form,
please telephone 81 740 620 725.

Northumbriz in Bloom categories for
entry include;

Small village — population up to 250,
Town (10,001 - 25,000), Village
(251 — 600), Large town (25,001 -
70,000), Large village (601-2,000),
City (70,001 — 150,000), Urban com-
munity (2,001 - 10,000), Large city
(over 15,000), Small country town
(2,001 ~ 5,000), Urban regeneration,
Small town (5,001 - 10,000)

Within the above categories are the
following minor awards:

Most improved entry, Best overall en-
try in the region, Best horticultural pro-
ject, Best voluntary project, Best stu-
dent gardener, Best retail area or busi-
ness park, Long service of an individ-
ual, Combined efforts of the residents
of a community, Best grounds of an old
people’s home, Best grounds of a
church, cemetery or crematorium, Best
individual commercial effort, Best con-
servation project, Best bus, metro or
railway station, Best pub or hotel, Best
grounds of a manufacturer, Best park,
Best efforts of chamber of trade, Most
attractive front garden, Best sports
grounds and grounds of colleges, un-
versities and prisons, Best hospital,
hospice or medical centre,

NorThumBeRIAND

COUNTY COUNCIL

Council wins £200,000 for School
Pathfinder Initiative

NORTHUMBERLAND County
Council has scooped a £200,000 Gov-
ernment grant to enable an’ excit-
ing new Arts programme fo be devel-

oped from Haydon Bridge High School.

The Department for Education and Skills
(DIES) is funding a Pathfinder to Ex-
tended Schools programme to extend and
introduce new community - Arts related
courses and activities linked to ICT - and
family services in the widespread rural
communities and the 20 First and Middle
schools within the catchment area of Hay-
don Bridge High Schoaol,

The development of the Arts is a priority in
Northumberland County Council’s Educa-
tion Development Plan as well as the
school’s Improvement Plan.

The Pathfinder to Extended Schools pro-
ject will also bring together schools, along
with other key partners, plus scores of as-
sociated organisations and agencies in the
development of & cohesive and comprehen-
sive learning strategy for the co-ordination
of provision in this very rural area and in-
crease community access to culture and
leisure opportunities that are not otherwise
available.

The scheme will commence at the start of
the Spring Term in January 2003, conclud-
ing in August 2003. However, it is envis-
aged that the programme will be sustained
beyond this period as a result of training
undertaken with staff and young people
during the latter stages of the programme.

Work will cover Music, Drama, Art and
Dance, drawing children and young people
from the catchment area; Comnunity Edu-
cation centres, youth projects and existing
commuaity arts programmes.

There will be two key events during the
Spring and Summer terms to celebrate the
work and achievements of the young peo-
ple who have participated in a total of 48
activity days staffed by professional artists
and performers.

Participants will progress to performances,
exhibitions and concerts in the four subject
areas with at least two in each discipline
per term. This will total a further 16 events
between January and September 2003.

It is also proposed to organise a compre-
hensive Arts “Outreach’ project aimed at
enhancing community health and social
inclusion. Activities will take place at dif
ferent venues throughout the area includ-
ing village and church hails, community
centres, fibraries and youth groups as welt
as schools.

it is calculated that the whole Pathfinder
to Extended Schools programme will in-

volve around 2,500 children and voung
people drawn from schools and outly-
ing communities.

Coun Jim Wright, Executive Member
for Children’s Services said: “Thisis a
quite superb Initiative which will bere-
Jit children from some of our most ru-
ral and socially isolated communities.

“I am very pleased that the DJES has
chosen to fund this Pathfinder project
in Northumberkand and I am sure jt
will be a huge success.”

Barbara Mansfield Deputy Headteacher
at Haydon Bridge added: “Haydon
Bridge High School is delighted to act
as the host organisation for the Fa-
tended Schoois Pathfinder.

“It is a wonderful opportunity io have
the work we do recognised and 1o be
provided with the opportunity to extend
our work with an emphasis on the
aris”

Note:

Haydon Bridge High School has a wide
and successfill experience of involve-
ment in DIES initiatives. This includes
the Specialist Schools programme, the
School Sports Co-ordinator project,
UK Online Learning, Health Action
Zone Northumberland, including Peer
Support; Healthy Schools initiative,
Learning Support Unit, Northumber-
land, ' '

The school is piloting a Connexiens
service and is also a national pilot of
the Progress File.

The school operates Study Support
and has organised DIES initiated Sum-
mer Schools including those for gifted
and talented young people and others
through the Youth Service.

In 2001 the school was selected as one
of six schools from different LEAs
across England to be part of the DIES
Schools Plus pilot initiative held during
the academic year 2001/02. An interim
evaluation report has been prepared for
the DES by the National Children’s
Bureau.

This programme arose from the recom-
mendation in the Schools Plus Policy
Action Team 11 report published in
2000.

This report considered a number of
ways in which schools in disadvantaged
areas might develop in order to raise
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the achievement of their pupils. In par-
ticular, two main approaches were ad-
vocated — extending the services
schools offered to their pupils and in-
creasing the role of the community in
the school and the school in the com-
munity,

Northumberland Fire Chief
responds to FBU Strike Call

NORTHUMBERLAND’S Chief Fire
Officer John McCall has called on the
public for vigilance and a “safety first”
lifestyle during the new series of fire-
fighters® strikes set to begin later this
month, '

The Fire Brigades Tnion has an-
nounced a 24-hour strike commencing
at 9am on 21 Janvary 2003. Two 48
hour strikes are also - scheduled for
Sam, 28 Janvary to 9am, 30 January
and 9am, 1 February to 9am, 3 Febru-

ary.

“Our top priority is maintaining public
safety during times of strike action,”
said Mr McCall. “To that end we have
been working closely with the Army,
police and other emergency services,
During all strike periods the lead
agency in fighting fire and managing
resources will be the Ministry of De-

Jence (MoD) ™,

“We urge the public 1o be vigilant and
Jollow our fire safety advice to reduce
the possibility of fires starting™.

“We have distributed leaflets on fire
safety and what to do in the event of
emergency to every household in the
County. I ask all householders to read
these leaflets carefully. Fire safety ad-
vice is also available on the Northum-
berland County Council website at:
www.northumberiand.govulk /n
the evenf of an emergency, people
should dial 999 as normal”.

“Northumberland Fire and Rescue
Service also has a rescue capability,
and the majority rescues we carvy out
tend to be as a result of road traffic
accidents. We would therefore urge the
public to drive carefully to reduce the
risk of any potential road accident.”

Mr McCall asks all members of the
public to follow basic safety advice:

IF A FIRE STARTS:

Do
Get everyone out as soon as possible,
Close doors behind you.
Telephone 999 from a neighbour’s house
or phone box.
Clearly state the address of the fire.

DON’T
Panic,
Stop for valuables as you leave.
Go back into the house until it is safe to do
50,

Facts and Figures: Northumberland
Fire and Rescue Service

205 fuli-time operational staff includes 9
non-operation posts; 167 “rider” posts;
186 part-time or ‘retained’ personnel; 24
control room staff: 6 full-time fire stations;
12 part-time fire stations; 16 part-time
crews plus 1 unstaffed station at Holy Is-
land; 23 appliances plus 3 spare.

The service costs £14,255,000 per year to
run including £2,000,000 fixed rental costs
for assets.

Operational staff pay costs £9m and pen-
sions over £2 million (14% of the budget).
Fire Control staff and pensions cost a fur-
ther £500,000.

Further information is available from:
Nic Outterside, Press Officer, Northumber-
land County Council.

Tel: 01 670 534 251
Email:
noutterside@northumberland.gov.uk
See all our latest news af:
www.northumberiand.gov.uk/press

NATURAL REMEDIES FOR A
HEALTHY BODY

( PartOmne)

New Year resolutions -
help to give up smoking,

Many major diseases and health problems
affect smokers and their children. There
are over 30 potentially carcinogenic chemi-
cals found in cigarette smoke. Tobacco
comes from a large leafed nightshade or
solancae plant. Many people have an al-
lergy to nightshade related foods so they
might find stopping smoking helps their
joints.

People that give vp smoking often report
higher energy levels and a betier sense of

taste and smell.

If you are thinking of giving up smok-
ing plenty of water should be druok in
order to help the body to detoxify it-
self.

Stress is one of the things smokers say
that they suffer from most whilst giving
up. B vitamins are important for a
healthy nervous system. The herbs va-
ferfan and St John's Wort are good
for calming if you're feeling uptight.

SHTP can help to reduce anxiety and it
can suppress appetite for those who
worry about putting weight on whilst
giving up. We have also had customers
use the mineral chromium which bal-
ances blood sugar levels to help pre-
vent putting on weight,

Garlic and Milk Thistle are useful
herbs for helping the body to cleanse
itself to get rid of nicotine. N-Acetyl-
Cysteine helps to detox the system and
break down mucous to get rid of the
'smokers cough',

Vitamin C is strongly recommended to
try to reduce nicotine craving. It is
best to take a low acid version because
smoking tends to make the body acidic.
(Vitamin C is important for smokers
anyway because each cigarette can rob
the body of 25mg of vitamin C).

In the early days of giving up, herbal
cigarettes in place of nicotine ones may
be helpful. However they contain tar
so they are not completely healthy.

Many people say that they need to oc-
cupy their mouths and hands, so they
chew gum, liguorice root sticks or
cinnamen sticks to occupy them-
selves. When cravings. arise walking or
finding an activity to decrease stress
levels is important.

{ Part Two )
_ Sexual problems.

Problems in this area can be embarrass-
ing and heartrending, however, we are
being asked more questions about inti-
mate problems as people become more
open about asking questions, and the
celebrating of St. Valentines Day sees
many queries in our shop in this impor-
tant, though sometimes neglected area
of our health.

HAYDON NEWS e-mail address: N ewsdhaydon@aol.com
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Lack of energy.

This is one of the most common symp-
toms/reasons for problems. Long
working hours, stress, poor diet, lack
of sleep can all affect energy levels.
Relief may be obtained from using the
kerbs ginseng or guarana - which both
can have a positive influence on energy
levels. Nutritional help may come from
using a B vitamin complex or CO Q
10 (a co-enzyme) which are both im-
portant for energy levels. Royal Jelly is
a good source of B vitamins and iron
which is also vital for maintaining
sirength and stamina,

Loss of Desire.

Essential fatty acids such as those
found in Evening Primrose Qil and Lin-
geed Oil have an important role in pro-
viding the nutrients that make the sex
hormones of both men and women.

The herbs Damiana and Muria
Puama are both reputed to be aphro-
disincs. In one study Muria Puama
was found to be effective in 62% of
cases.

Erectile f)ysfunction.

This may involve an underlying medical
complaint and a trip to the doctor is
sometimes needed. Sometimes it can be
caused by stress or tiredness, the herb
ginkgo biloba may boost circulation to
the area, vitamin E aids circulation
and zinc is important for the health of
the prostate gland.

Vaginal Dryness.

This can happen at any stage in a
woman's life but it is most commonly
reported during and after the meno-
pause, and is caused usually by a drop
in the hormone levels.

The active ingredient of Evening
Primrose Qil { G.L.A ) is important
for regulating the hormones. The herbs
Dong Quai and Black Cohosh are
said to help with energy levels and in-
crease the effectiveness of the ovarian
hormones and may help to combat this
problem.

Aromatherapy Qils.

Massaging with oils may help to relieve
stress, and stimulate pheromone pro-
duction (odourless secretions that trig-
ger sexual attraction). The following
oils are best mixed in a base oil such as
wheatgerm, sweet almond or grape-

seed before applying to the skin.
Bergamot is uplifting and relaxing.

Peppermint may help to boost a low sex
drive linked with muddled thoughts, physi-
cal and emotional tiredness. Geranium is
said to balance sexual hormones and to be
an aphrodisiac.
Patchoulli and Ylang Ylang are both
‘thought to stimulate secretion of phero-
mones.

Important:

Pregnant ladies, people under medical su-
pervision or taking preseription drugs
should check with their GP before using
complimentary therapies:

All the best for 2003!

Jill Henderson.
Holland & Barrett.

DANCE CLUB NEWS

The Dance club got off to a good start af-
ter a two week break at Christmas.

On Monday 27" January the Club will be
celebrating Robbie Bumns Night with a
Bring-and-Eat Supper. Most members will
be wearing a Tartan of their choice.

Nan Coats, one of our members fell and
broke her right arm and while convalesc-
ing, fell again, this time breaking her left
leg! However, the last time I saw her, she
was quite cheerful.

The Dance Club sent their kind regards
DJ. Jim Biggs

Dear Mr Snowdon
Thank you for your e-mail.

Unfortunately, it is simply a case of logis-
tics. It is not possible to enable every ex-
change at the same time; it is also not prac-
tical to tie up time, money and resources
enabling an exchange that may not be used.
Tt is far more practical to give access to as
many people as soon as possible as quick
as possible, exchanges that carried the
most data calls were updated first.

I'm sorry that your exchange has not yet
been enabled to support this service. None-
theless, I would like to bring you up to
date with the latest position.

Before Broadband can be made available
throughout the UK, we needed to carry
out extensive work to the telephone net-
work. Due to the unique way in which the
product is being routed through our Net-

work, we must be sure that voice and
data calls are separated effectively to
prevent congestion of calls. A rollout
programme was devised around ex-
changes that carried the most data calls
and this enabled us to determine which
exchanges were updated first,

Priority was given to those exchanges
with the highest volumes. So far, BT
has upgraded over 1100 telephone ex-
changes for ADSL services, Some 66%
of UK households are conmected to
these exchanges. We understand that
they will continue to upgrade ex-
changes if there is sufficient demand to
justify the up front investment required,
This means that, at the moment, we are
unable to confirm where or when the
next exchanges will be upgraded.
However, from 1% July 2002 there has
been a link on the availability checker
that allows people to register their in-
terest in BT Broadband. You can see
this by going to www.bt.com/
broadband and clicking on
Broadband Availability Checker. This
will allow BT access to a true barome-
ter of demand. In addition, we are ex-
ploring other ways that we can provide
high-speed services to parts of the
country where, due to commercial or
technical reasons, ADSL is unlikely to
reach, and one of these may well turn
out to be the solution used in your
area.

BT is also investigating the possibility
of introducing wireless and satellite
broadband services. This would ensure
that everyone in the UK has an oppor-
tunity to experience the benefits of
broadband. Further details regarding
this will be published on the web site so
please keep checking this for updates.

Unfortunately it is not possible to con-
nect you to a different phone pole/
exchange to enable you to receive the
ADSL service as there is no problem or
fault with the line we have provided
you. Your BT line and the service that
is supplied to you only guarantees the
ability to make and receive & call. The
service does not include any phones or
other equipment/service that we may
supply you under a separate agreement.

I hope this information has been useful
to you. Please do not hesitate to get
back to me should you need any fuarther
assistance.

Yours sincerely
Michael Shearman

- HAYDON NEWS
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HAYDON NEWS ADVERTISING

ANNUAL ADVERTISING FEES
FOR THE YEAR 2003

Advertising costs for businesses remain
unchanged for the coming year.

Advertising Rates
Single Column — Variable Width
12 months { 10 Issues ) - £12.00

6 months ( 5 Issues ) - £7.00
Single insertion - £1.50

Ne charge for:

Forthcoming events
Results of Collections
Acknowledgements
Club News
Reporis of Local Functions

Please compleic the box below, enclose it and the
appropriate fee in an envelope addressed to:

The Treasurer (Alastair Bowen)
Friends of Haydon Bridge
11 Tynedale Cottages
Ratcliffe Road
Haydon Bridge
Northumberland
NE47 6EU

If you hive locally just use the top two lines of the address
and leave it at the Co-op, John Clarkes or Marsh’s
newsagents from where it will be collected.

FRIENDS OF HAYDON BRIDGE

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS
NOW DUE FOR THE YEAR 2003

As the subscription to cover the current year is now
due please complete the box below, enclose it and the
appropriate subscription in an envelope addressed to:

The Membership Secretary (Mike Parkin)
Friends of Haydon Bridge
‘The Rambler’
Brigwood
Haydon Bridge
Northumberland
NE47 6EX

( If you live locally just use the top two lines of the
address and leave it at the Co-op, John Clarkes or
Marsh’s newsagents from where it will be collected }

The standard subscription is only £1.20 therefore if
you so desire by all means increase the size of your
donation. It would be very much welcomed.

All donations are used by “The Friends’ in supporting
voluntary and charitable causes in the Parish of
Haydon.

UK readers of the Haydon News may join “The
Friends of Haydon Bridge’ for an annual subscription
of £10.00.

This will guarantee a posted copy for each of the ten
months. Again you may donate more.

ADVERTISING FEE FOR 2003

I wish to continue using my present advert.

I wish to change my advert.( see over )

NAME OF BUSINESS: «.ccciviriiiiniiiiiranicsinnnicane

POST CODE: ....c.iivvvvvvvnnine TEL:iveiiiiiiiiiinaiians
Cheques payable to: “ The Friends of Haydon Bridge’.

PAID BY: coevivivenrrasesaracssaenvanen s {Please PRINT)

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Please find enclosed subscriptionof ............. to
The Friends of Haydon Bridge’

Name:
Address:

-------------------------------------------------------

Minimum donation £1,20. Larger donations welcome.

Cheques payable to: ‘The Friends of Haydon Bridge’.

New advertising or any queries should be addressed to The Editor (address to be found on page 2)
or please phone: 01 434 688 871
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The £10 Crossword

1 32 3 4 5 6 7 ACROSS
: 1. Weapon, a cosmetic conspiracy. {13)

10. Mountainous country. (7)
11. Eric’s a musician. {7)
12. Leicestershire woodhouse. (5)
13. Tomorrow in two days? (9)
14. Vegetable. (5)
15. Administrative HQ. (9)
12 13 18. Bouth’s collapsed. (3,6)

‘ 19. Start lathering soap county. (5)
| 20. Request to porter. (4,2,3)
23. Painting fur. (5)
14 ‘ 15 16 17 24. Make from mixed uncontaminated fish. (7)
25. Over the top appearance for composer. (7)
26. Rose above wartime fires, (9,4)

N
N\
N\

L
A\
\
R

N
N\

18 9
1 DOWN

Unpleasant desseri? (9)

French in Greek wars. (5)

Tired in Co. Durham. (5)

Too great. (9)

Bloody small crockery? (9)

Chose top newspaper person. (5)

Conspiracy recording. (9,4)

Open series of song and Verdi opera feature in

W book. (13)
% 15. Rush by opening in SW. (9)

16. Irish sustenance. (4,5)
i7. Improvise. (2,7)
: 21. Icelandic crown. (5)

20 2 22 23

W o h W

24 25

T|R|AITIAV s |T|U|BIL|1|C|X]| 22. Greekrays? (5)
‘ 3 isti ing? (5
> N - . N P L 23 Chuistian meeting? {5)
RIA|N|T{H|JA|M CI|R|OINJI|N
E U E 0 L S r :
Entries to be received by the Editor on or before
Entries were LITINJEIN|T|O|WEL|S MONDAY 24* February 2003.
received from: CyAMEAS DT W Best of luck
Rene Armstrong  |S|H|O|E E|ITIH|I|O|P|T]A Please hand in your entry to:
A. Phillips R N F M E S N any of the businesses indicated af the top of
Susan Stephenson Page 2
b E J';{“;_ . PiO|C|T|O|R|N|O T|AIG]|S or by post to: The Editor, Wheelsteads,
ennis Telfor Woodhall Mill, Haydon Bridge, NE47 6A8
T. Corbett N AEV AN AV S ’
- B. Pearson PiI|A{M|O[NID|T|I|A|R]A
Denis Bell
Rosemary Shout C O E ¥ D C K _
AM. Scott *mmmm*n;
L|O|S|E|T O|R|DJA|I|N]E|D
Philida Irving 1k b 4 £10 winner out of the hat:
Simon Benson E ARV 1 ARV L s 4E ; E. Jukes *
c|rjo|s|s|clu]|T EVENLYWM
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Concert of Band Music
in Haydon Bridge

by

JDOVBRIDGECOMMNTy

Condﬁcfor' - Justin Radford

Friday February 14th 7.30pm
TICKETS: £3.50 (children £1.75)
from Joyce Armstrong, 684.094

_ including light refreshments

n aid of

St Cuthbert's
Church
Renovation

Jund

" pursue a course of Further Bducation, either academic or

Shaftoe Educational
Foandatior

Anybody resident in Haydon Parish, or their child, is enti-
tled to apply to the Foundation for a grant to help them

vocational,

Applications should be made by letier in the first instance,
naming the type of course, where it will be studied and
how long it will last.

You should also say to what extent you are able 1o
obiain other grant aid — for instance, from the
County Council.

The next Governors’ meeting is scheduled for Thursday
13" March 2003. If you wish to make an application to
that meeting, please write to:
The Clerk
Shaftoe Educational Foundation
Shaftoe Terrace
Haydon Bridge
Northumberland
NE47 6BW

Applications should arrive at the Office by Monday 3™
March at the fatest. Applications received after this date
may have to wait until the meeting in Faly 2003,

R A D Svomidon BED [Hons) -The Clerk

Friends of
Haydon Bridge High School

Ceilidh
- with
‘Whapweasel’

Caller: Trevor Suckling
Friday 7 February
HaydonBridge
High School
7.30pm

Tickets £5.00 and £2.50

Available from:
School, Brian Bell or at the door
( Book early to avoid disappointment )

Admshoose Choaafty off folyvr Shapsos

ARE YOLI IN NEED
OF A MORE SLHTABLE HOMEZ

" Are yoo a resPent op Haydon Bridgef
' Are you at least 6O years of agel
* Are yoo able fo show a gentine nesd for

g more softable accommodation?
IF 50
§ * wae can offen yoo a delightrdol one

Badroorn unpoarniahed cottage in
pleasart and prlendiy sarroundings
o Shapéoe Terrace.

For mone detafled fmrormotion and anr
application form
please ring:

O 434 688 871

HAYDON BRIDGE UNITED ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL CLUB, — please note change of meeting night.
Also: The Club would be very keen to borrow any photographs of any old teams of the Club so that they could get copies of
them to hang on the display in the Pavilion. These are available for everyone to view at any HOME match.

Avril Kirsopp
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Dr. STEVE FORD’S PAGE

2003, A YEAR OF
INTERESTING TIMES'.

NEW FOR 2003. ‘

By the time this edition of the Haydon News is
in your hands the latest copy of our Practice
brochure should have been delivered to your
door. We hope that you will find it helpful.

There are a number of changes from the previ-
ous edition and the whole has been proof read
and corrected with the most extraordinary fas-
tidiousness before being printed. Guess what
happened the day after the finished brochures
were delivered to the practice? The Royal Mail
sent us a letter changing our posicode!
Aaaaarrrggghhh! :

Our new posteode is NE47 6LA. Yipee! We

also have a new email address (correct capitali-

sation please);
Admin@GP-A84045.NHS.UK

A number of patients use email to send reguests
for information, test results, prescription re-
quests, requests for brochures etc. We .are very
happy for this to occur, the messages are read
Monday to Friday each weck but not at week-
¢nds. Beware — normal emails are not secure
we do not employ encryption and use of this
service is entirely at your own risk. The pre-
viously advertised email address (sford-
hb@dircon.co.uk) is now my personal email
address and should therefore not be used for
messages more properly directed to the Health
Centre.

Also new for 2003 will be yet another change in
the contractual arrangements under which GPs
work. Sometime around spring a ballot will be
held of all GPs on a new version of the old con-
iract that we all used to have. Most of Nerthum-
berland works under what is called Personal
Medical Services (PMS), which is viewed by
mony as an interim arrangement. Whether the
new terms on offer will precipitate a renaissance
in general practice remains to be seen but it is
noteworthy that already, in January, there are
four long established GPs in Tynedale (not here
in Haydon Bridge) who are known to be retiring
during the year, Others have recently or will
shortly be going into semi-retirement too.

On a positive note; under PMS we have seen
some useful changes and there is the promise of
some more to come. We now have our very own
-health visitor — this is coincidental rather than
directly attributable to PMS. More practice and
nursery nurses are on their way. We have also
acquired some additional equipment and will
shortly get a new ECG machine that is so smart
and shiny that it actually tells ns what is wrong
with the patieni. You may also have noticed
that, at times, though a doctor is plainly visible
in the building, he/she is not seeing patients who
instead sec a locum. This arrangement is funded
by PMS and allows the partners time to address
the paperwork — please let us know whether this

sounds like progress to you.

An enormous amount of time is now being
devoted to making the care of chronic. dis-
eases, such as diabetes and vascular discase
(the precussor of heart attacks and strokes),
more nearly as good as possible. At first
glance this sounds both obvious and a good
idea but it should be borne in mind that the
beliefs about what exactly is “best’” change
almost daily, as new information becomes
available. For example, we are rapidly in-
creasing the doses of cholesterol lowering
drugs and will sometimes be giving two but
recently we bad to take everyone off one of
these kind of drugs that was found to be po-
tentially iroublesome. We are going to be
chasing those who have had a heart attack
alrcady and increasing their medications too.
Beoth doctors and patients are going to have to
get used to changing treatments at short nofice
if we are going to get the best possible results.
Sorry. If you have questions please ask.

There is a continuous external audit of prac-
tice performance and in the last quarteriy
feedback, that we received a few days ago, the
word ‘excellent’ was applied. Not yet perfoct
but with the co-operation of the patients, who
knows...

ROLL UP! ROLL UP!

Qur liquid nitrogen machine is herelli Al
those with warts, verrucas, skin tags and simi-
lar skin problems are now actively invited to
turn up for frazzling. In the fivst few weeks we
have already emptied one whole storage ves-
sel of nitrogen such is the popularity of the
treatment.

Seborrhoeic keratoses, those rather wun-
sightly but common brown patches that ap-
pear on older skin, are particularly suitable for
treatment.

TERRORISM AND HAYDON BRIDGE.
Though we live in the back-end-of-beyond we
should not be complacent.

Many in our community travel to work in ma-
jor population centees on the railways and by
plane - transport hub (airports and railway
stations) are known targets.

Major shopping centres are also an obvious
target, our village shops could do very well
{Go on! Try them!), local market towms now
seem much more attractive shopping venues
and why not? There’s very little that cannet be
bought either locally or on the nst. Repewed
support for small traders that work in or near
our community could be just what we need to
make life better in our remote rural retreat.

If Hexham and Haltwhistle do not have what
you want, what about Caslisle, Penrith, Al-
ston, Morpeth ete?

Nuclear, or more comectly, radiologieal weap-
ons seem to be viewed as very unlikely but we

are in the down-wind plume from Sellafield,
given the normal prevailing wind. For decades
there have been locally held siocks of potas-
sium iodate tablets that in an emergency
would be distributed to the whole population.
These block the uptake by our bodies of ra-
dioactive iodine, one of the principal contami-
nants from nuclear plant leaks - remember
Chemobyl. The other components of fallont
cannot be readily combated.

Smallpox kills about thirty per cent of those
infected. It is a virus against which norinal
antibiotics have no effect. Many in the com-
munity, of forty or more years of age, will
have been vaccinated against smallpox in
childhood but there is doubt about whether
this will confer any protection after so many
vears. Vaccination is a very simple procedure
with a mortality rate of about one per million,
I estimate that if a real emergency threatened
then our practice population could be proc-
gssed rapidly. Four doctors and two nurses
spending about one minute per patient could
get through three hundred and sixty patients
per hour — the whole practice in about ten
hours with no breaks for food ete. This would
probably carried out in a martial-law situation
with normat civi} Jiberties suspended - no in-
formed consent, no dissent and queuing in
wind, rain or snow regardless. Stand still too
long and you’d get two doses.

Not a pleasant prospect but there are no im-
mediately obvious alternatives.

A FITTING END.

Last month I mentioned some of the more
obscure research subjects that have been pur-
sued, This month I am indebted to The British
Journal of Urology Intemnational (2002; 90:
586-387). Women should never underestimate
the enduring damage that they can cause by iil
considered, even if heartfelt, comments that
cast doubts on a chap’s ....Aheml.. .size. Ts
it in yet? " may even prove fatal.

104 UK men were surveyed, possibly with a
very small theodolite but more probably a
tape measure, and it is has now been estab-
lished properly and scientifically that there is
no relationship at all between shoe and penis
size. Average penile length was found fo be
13cm and average shoe size S,

Seriously though! Men’s health is compara-
tively under attended to. There is a website
that men of all ages and orientations may wish
1o access covering a huge range of topics:

www,menshealthforum.org.uk

The Terence Higgins Trust has recently
launched 2 campaign to increase health aware-
ness amongst gay men and there is 2 booklet
entitled ‘The Bottom Line’ available.

Contact: www.tht.org.nk

HAYDON NEWS
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CHURCHES WORKING TOGETHER

CHURCH PAGE

CLERGY MESSAGE

from Canon Vincent Ashwin

As 1 write this, the train tickets are sitting on my desk. There is
a mass lobby of Parliament, and I'm going down to London on
my day-off to protest against a possible war in Irag. I'm going
as an individual, not as anyone’s representative; but I shall wear
my clerical coliar to show that my views are prompted by my
Christian beliefs. This is part of what I wrote in my letter to
our MP, Peter Atkinson:

1 an writing to you as my local MP to say that my wife and I
believe that the Government is very wrong to consider getting
involved in a war against Iraq. Yes, Saddam Hussein is a
vicious dictator, and his people would be better without him —
especially the Kurds and the Marsh Arabs, on whom he has
used biological and chemical weapons,

But war is wrong for the following reasons:

al The human cost of the war would be very great.
Increasingly, it is civilians who are victims of war.
Already the poor in Iraq have been crushed by
Western sanctions. Are we going to produce another
generation of even poorer people?

b) A war against Iraq will unite many of the Arab
countries which are divided. Iraq is a semi-secular
state, but a US/UK attack would be interpreted by
many Muslims as a Christion Crusade against Islam.
That would make a 3 World War — which would be a
dirty long-term affair — more possible.

¢ A war against a Muslin country would be a wonderful
recruiting campaign for Al-Qaida; young men from
many nations would leave home fo become ferrorists

d) Race relations in this country would be damaged.
When I was a vicar in Newcastle 5 years ago, the local
Paldstanis asked me for help in preventing extremist
Muslims from holding meetings, and warned me - as a
local community leader — about such fundamentalism.
War against a Muslim country would breck down the
trust that has been builf up.

Mr Atkinson kindly found time to send a reply in which he
stated the political reasons why - unless there is a dramatic
change in Irag - a war against Iraq would be justified.

The role of Christians in politics is always a tricky question.

But when there are ethical issues involved, it is right that
church leaders should express the Christian ideals. Some
church people are pacifists, and I respect their position;
Quakers, for instance, have been very brave as stretcher-bearers
in world wars. The position is a literal application of Jesus’
teaching “Turn the other cheek”.

Most Christians since the 13™ century (the age of St Thomas
Aquinas) have held the doctrine of ‘the just war’: that is, war
must be for a just cause; it must be proportional, and not too
heavy-handed; it is the last resort; there must be the likelihood

January/ Februafy 2003
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN HAYDON BRIDGE
AN INDEPENDENT SUPPLEMENT
TO THE HAYDON NEWS

WHO AND WHERE
The names and phone numbers of the
clergy who minister in Haydon Bridge

Rev David Hasson, with the Methodist congregation
The Manse, Moorview, Haltwhistle 320.051

Father Leo Pyle, with St J’ohn's-CafhoIic Church
St John's Presbytery, North Bank  684.265

Canon Vincent Ashwin, with St Cuthbert's Cof E
The Vicarage, Station Yard 684.307

DID YOU XNOW ...

¢  That Haydon Bridge High School use the Methodist
Church hall for some of their drama lessons?

+  That the new ramp at the entrance to St Cuthbert’s, build
with York paving stones, is now finished, so that anyone
with a push-chair or wheelchair can easily come in?

»  That High School pupils came in three shifis to a Carol
Service at St Cuthbert’s on the Iast day of the autumn term
— ome of verv few high schools in the countrv to do this?

of winning; proper means of fighting must be used. The
bishops of the Church of England have this month joined others
in saying that the conditions for a ‘just war® against Irag have
not been met. Can the destruction of homes, water supplies,
roads, bridges, factories, etc, which will lead to deaths of many
civilians, be justified in this instance? Should the Iragi people
be punished again because they have a brutal dictator? I think
not.

Of course, it is possible that our Government has already
succeeded in getting President George Bush to hold back, and
to listen to the United Nations. Perhaps our Government is
only threatening to go to war, and thus to disarm Saddam
Hussein by words, not guns. In that case, Tony Blair is playing
a peace-keeping role. That’s a political question I can’t answer,

For me the big question is: Is war against Iraq now a justifiable
action for a “‘Christian’ country? Many of us are answering,
“Definitely not; the case for war has not been made.”
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METHODIST CHURCH CALENDAR FOR SERVICES AT ST JOHN OF BEVERLEY
SERVICES ST CUTHBERT'S CHURCH CATHOLIC CHURCH
Sunday February 2™ February 2 The Presentation of Christ Mass each Sunday at 9.30am.

10.00am Mr W Huntsman
6.00pm Rev David Hasson

Tue 4™  Men’s Christian Fellowship
Wed 5" 6.30pm Alpha Course continues
and every Wednesday

Sunday February g

8.30am Communion Service
10.00am Rev David Hasson
6.00pm  Mr J Robinson

_Thu 13" Circuit Fellowship meeting

Sunday February 16" .
10.00am Mrs B Meamns (Family Service)

6.00pm Rev D Hasson (Sacrament)
Wed 19" Luncheon Club, Women's Own

Sunday February 23"
10.00am Local arrangement

6.00pm  Father Leo Pyle

Sunday March ond
10.00am Mr John Green

6.00pm  Service at Bellingham

THE ALPHA COURSE

has started; it is a succesful introduction to
the Christian faith for all who are seeking,
beginning each Wednesday, with a meal
together at 6.30pm. Organized by
Christians Together in Haydon Bridge, the
venue is the Methodist Church. For more
info contact one of the clergy.

8.00am Holy Communion (Order 2)
10.30am All-Age Communion/Address

February o 4™ Sunday before Lent
10.30am Parish Communion & Sermon

Thu.13" Deanery Synod, St Cuthbert’s
Speaker: the Bishop of
Neweastle,

Concert by the Community
Band, 7.30, Community Centre.

Fri. 14

Eebruary 16™ 3™ Sunday before Lent
8.00am Holy Communion {Order 2)
10.30am Morning Prayer (Mike Fry)

Thu 20" 7.30pm  Church Council
Sat 22®  Alpha Course away day

February 23 2™ Sunday before Lent
10.30am Parish Communion and Sermon

Wed. 26" 7.30pm  Mothers’ Union
Thu.27" 7.30pm  Christians Together

March 2™ __Sunday before Lent
8.00am Holy Communion (Order 2)

10.30am All-Age Communion/Address

PROUD GARDENER 77

St Cuthbert’s are planning a ‘Garden Trail’
People will visit private gardens in the
locality on a Sunday afternoon; the money
for tickets will go to the church renovation
fund. If you are a proud gardener, and
would be happy for others to come and look
at your plants, please phone the vicar
(684.307) or Joyce Armstrong (684.094).

FROM ST CUTHBERT’S REGISTERS

Wedding  Dec. 14™
Graham Chapman / Stephanie Alder.

Funerals
Dec.5™  William Carruthers
cfo 41 Strother Close
Ida White

formerly of Hilltop, Langley

Jan, 70

In future, we hope to feature Baptisms,
Marriages and Deaths from all 3 churches.

Haydon Bridge Community Band will be
performing one of its first public concerts,

in atd of St Cuthbert’s Renovation Appeal.
The concert will be in the Community
Centre, because the church itself is cold in
the winter. Give yourself a Valentine Treat!

Concert of Band Music
in Haydon Bridge
Community Centre

> T
AONBRIDGE COMMUNITY

Conductor - Justin Radford
Friday February 14th 7. 30pm
TICKETS: £3.50 (children £1.75)
frotn Joyce Armsirong, 684.094
including light refreshments

in aid of

N ’ St Cuthbert's

(1 S Church

1el¥ 4 6 41 | Renovation

T e ﬁlﬂd
ADVANCE NOTICE

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting of St
Cuthbert’s will be on Thursday April 3 at
7.30pm in the church hall.

Mass at 11.0 at Haliwhistle each Sunday,

Mass on weekdays (except Mondays), at
10.00am, either at St John's or at
Haltwhistle.

FAREWELL FROM DAVID MATTHEWS

The youth worker sponsored by the village’s
three churches said good-bye in January.
David Matthews was presented with a
Jframed print of a picture of the bridge
painted by the village's Tony Petts.

Writing in the Methodist Church's weekly
news-sheet, David wrote about his final
year's work:

“12 schools; 68 assemblies (that’s 68
sleepless nights), 115 youth club meetings;
approximately 2000 young people on each
round of assemblies: not too bad for a
year’s work, is it?? But facts and figures
don’t really tell the whole story.-

- like walking into a room full of 13-14
year-olds just after their 13-year-old best
friend had been killed in a car accident;
what do you say to 30 teenagers who are in
shock, and are grief-stricken, devastated and
full of questions? Do you give them a
three-point sermon on suffering, or open the
Bible to the Psalms to try to comfort them?
What do you say? The answer is, Nothing;
but you are there with them; your heart
breaks with them; you weep with them; you
play on the playstation with them; there is
nothing to say; but you are there!

Just a few weeks before this accident, I did
a week of assemblies in the school where a
teenager heard very clearly the message that
Christ loved him, That is why I have
treated school assemblies very seriously.
Whether there are 15 or 800 in the room, it
may be the only time those young people
hear the Gospel.”

[continued next month]

PRAY FOR WORLD PEACE

“We must strive:  To bring the light of the
Gospel to those living in darkness,

To bring the hope of the Gospel to those
living in despair,

To bring the healing of the Gospel to the
lonely,

the disadvantaged, the marginalized,

And to bring the peace of the Gospel to a
divided world.”  [Pax Christi]
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